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Tir ! 

looſe to r And bis 
Legion of Evil-Angels, INCARNATLE 
aud wnder the Appearance of Angels 
of Light, baue jet up their Banners 
in defuance to — — cap op ay 
Von; Car « Chriſtian be ! 
And not LiST into the BATTLE for bu 
SAVIOUR! 3 
The Controver ſie is no longer, Now, 
what Perſwaſion we are, in rel} 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but whe 
ther we HAVE a CN Rr or No! Swe, 
this AeOSTACY, The Lrrxn AL BLAS- 
PHEMY agamfſt the HOLy Ghost, 


well take down the Partition-Wall ; 


Proteffion, to the Pate 
—_ or — Malice. 

I. Encourage ſo Religious a Purpoſe, 
that 1 may not, 1 tbe — 
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IKS 
om Trials, be out of the Nuni- 
thoſe 22 tagged 
little Strength, „ber Aa 
that Lethargy, that Decay of the Life 


of Religion which bas ama Buried 


the very Nomon of Jesus CarisT, 
the TRUE God, in Oblroion ; and made 


late Rendred the Works of a Holy 
Confeflor, written, by bum, in a Dun- 


templation, whoſoever well but 
give Himſelf an Op |; to Read 
1, ants ©) of 


L! 
Religion ; ſo much of the Soul 
of Sera Vi Love ck row Tn * 
preſſions the ineffable Endear- 
ments of our Saviour's 5 ing Cha- 
- ail 0 and weeable lurements 
e aides Hs that it will 
not be in the Power of Devils, or this 
N 8Ew-SPRUNG GENERATION to 
Poiſon that Immortal Being ine a 
4 the MYSTERY of thoſe in- 
Merits, by wbich we are 
PURCHASED, or to withdraw it from 
and Glory. 


As for ſome | | 5 W: 
meet un 5 4 The Hay — 


Hamel 
Ras u, 


e of Them as 
God ſhall Give him Light ; For my 
Part, 1 muſt Own, 1 hey Appear 
no Otherenſe to me, than as ſo ma- 


y Sublime, and Elevated Strains, of 
| an 


Ta , 


a Chriſtian Temper 


ſpiſe, te Pare Any 
(which In Fad is no Better 
A4 than 
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Lew I Worth, and De- 
ay em yk of 9217 
by the Providence of God, to my own 
greatSupport,andComfort in Diſtreſs, 
han that it muſt needs be of INHINNrrR 
and — Us 2 ADVAx- 

to EveRY Perſon, ec, 
— of Mex —— To 


| beſe Glorious 
hain nt fon bs Glo 


g for cur Souls, we may Learn to be 
moſt Unſhaken Conſt ? whatever the 
us with; And REJOYCE THEREIN, 
tions, or Tranſlate us, out of this Miſe- 
rable World, Into Thoſe Everlaſting 
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wo wand Ng The 
rar 1578. During A Very 

Moors of Africa, and under The 
Actual Experience of the Croſs! 
It is S full of UxcTion, K* 


TH 


woſt Moving Thoughts, 
Subject of SUFFERIN 
1s mo wonder 


The 
on The 
That It i 
Hue, Printed In So many L- 
es. 
* Sooner Appear'd In Por- 
but It was Recorded with 
4 Gencral Approbation; And 
Lot upon as ATREASURE 
Guracz and Liar for Every 
that is Labouring Under The 
Preſſures of Affliction. It ſoon 


made its way Into Spain, here 
DonChriſtophoro Ferrciraof Sam- 


o Tranſlated It Into Spaniſh : 
Ea, Thee 4 Spread as far as 
rk by —— rk 

e by one rat O- 
ri, A feſate: From Italy It was 
Tranſmitted to Germany, And 
Then The Reverend _ Hen- 
ry Lamperter, not te, 
Turn'd it into Latin, — 
ed it at Munich, in Bavaria, = 


Up- 
G, 


ER 
Ie has been, 
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The Title of Exunnz Donn 


ink it Proper to Ciue it this In- 
Becauſe as 1 
Travaux or I mt 122 Or 
Irsus, had been Borrowed from 
that of Taz LaBours Or Hearcu- 
LES; Aud that it was Ni ary 
A Subject Sacred as this 
7 In the Next Place, For 
that The Word Surrænmos, Seems 
to me to be much more Nearly Re- 
lated to A _ Nature, 
Than If It had Calld His 


L f of 
Some 


I have Adventur d 
Tranſlation, at The 


e . Wegen 

ans, 4s in 

e. heir V 3 

=> And Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour, an 

racter t the World, who 

having 2 on Charm d with _— 


ing it, In Other Language 
Tal bo muſt Needs Ca 


deal of Good, 1 N 
Tito Fen; * Therefore, weve 


Daft uus 2 


it, In 
Private acity, * Might be cm. 
The 855 . Fly Author 
De Hol 
25 Inf F Al Chriſti Under 
ns, How to be In Lows 
| Ni The ' Croſs 5 Providences of 
God; To look A Them as A 
Taxagtny which Mosr MER- 
cruL Farnzn has put Into Their 
Hands, to Improve upon Them, 
A 34 2 Holy Uſe : And 
ecauſe Nothing can be More EF. 
Fectual 
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Deal of Excellent Good ſence; Of moſt 
| Profound and Exquiſite Knowledoe of 


Pant 1 2 more Lively, and Ra- 
viſhing Complexion. 
As He bad wot 2 
Any Books, In His Priſon, where t 
Barbarians, hardly Left Hem A Rag 
to Cover him, whatever He Wrote was 
from the Immediat Dictate and Inſpi- 
ration of God; And what His Memo- 
Speed to Him, ſo that I' not to 
2 pected that Any Thing is Bor- 
row'd Here from Other's Works ; nor 
that This ſhould be Embelliſf'd with Ci. 
tatzons. In the Room of this, We find 
Throughout the whole Book, a Great 


Orthodas., and Sound Dodrine ; A mof 


Religion; A Sublime and Exalted Ele- 
vation of I bought, and A Quack and 
Spraghtly - Brightneſs aud Vroacity of 
— that, In my Opinion, 10 

2 3 


m } 
” mot to be Met with In other Books of 
Devotion. 


Tr's this which makes me Hope, that 
4 57. 447 
'd by it; For, Beſiles t 16 
5 Perſon map oy does not 
| meet with ſomethivg, that Goes Croſs 
with Him, and Perplexes bis Affairs, 
In this World ; And, by the moſt Mer- 
ciful Providence of Gal, the Circion- 
ances, Even of thoſe who are In the 
Higheſt Stations, and Quality whatſo- 
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22 this is A moſt Pro- 
Book, to Aﬀe the Hearts of Sin- 
ul Men; To Awaken and up the 
Conſciences of thoſe that Are in 
Sin; And to Comfort and Se 
=» Man . Under the _— 

ant Pre they are dure 

to meet with in A i World. 
It may alſo ſerve to Furniſh the Soul © 
wit.» the moſt Excellent Meditations, *© 
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3 which Seem'd too Harſh,and which Our 
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2 the Jo FULL MYSTERY's ; the Au- 
— along, takes Care to 
bes, and Giite them 

{Tino Soy nl 


5 the Paſſions 
2 124218 WP think | 


Self Oblig Oblig'd to The P 

with the Metbod I abs In thu 

pod I bave Follow'd the - 
17 io. as "tis Poſſible : But 


Om, that I bave 8 the 
Ls 1 . but to 

the Taualqgies; TS thoſe * 
tapbors and Altegorical Expreſſions, 


e will not Allow ; To Leave 
Some Conjectural Notions, as I Found 
Them ; To Contract ſome very Prolix 
Paſlages ; Aud, to Explain Others that 
Were too Otfeare. 

Ib Work is Primed In Tuo Po- 


lumns for The Benefit and Convenience 
a 2 — 


{ xx ] 
of The Readers 1 bs pg, 
Some Appre that Theſe 
may — 7 and Cumberſom, 


It is Droided Into Four Parts; 


That The Reader may, if he Likes 
it Better, make Four Volumns, In 
the Binding of it, which will Alſo 
Anſwer, and Serve for Meditati- 
ons, and Lectures for The Four 
Q warters of The Tear ; The Firſt 
Volunn Treating on The Sufferings 
of our Bleſſed Saviour During T he 
Private State of His Life; The 
Second, of The Paſſages He met 
with in His Publick Miniſtration; 
The Third, During His Paſſion, 
And The Laſt, Of His Death. 
H That Here are The moſt Uſe- 
ful Inſtruct ins To be met with, 
wbereby we may Learn, to Appro- 
priate All. The Affudtions, that 
may Aſſail us under Every Period 
of our Lives, to Our Great Ad- 
vantage! I Beſecch Almighty God, 


„ The — | 
r He Bhſor® 
Work. And that every 
Reads it may find, Therem, The 
Manna which is Hidden In The 
Holes of The Rock, that is, In 
The Wounds, the Bitter, but Meri- 
torious Paſſion, of our SUFFERING 
REepEttMER! 


ABSTRACT 


LIFE 


Father Tromas of Ixs us. 


With Sarg 8 as 
The Same Author, to prepare us for the 


Reading with Profit, Tus Surrzxincs 
of J=sus Cunisr. 


HIS Holy Confeflour 
vas Deſcended from the 
BY Loins of Ferdinand Alva- 

— res De Andrada, A No- 
bleman of One of the Greateſt Fami- 
lies In Portigal: He was 3 en 

ears 
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ontoya 
ſtick, of A Moſt Strict Life, In the 
Order of The Hermits of St. Auguſtin, 
to Train Him up In the Fear of God, 
And the Improvements of A Good 


Literature and Education: At the 


Age of Fifteen He took upon him 
the Habit of the Same Order, In the 

Dedicated to the Mother 
of God de Gratia; And Aſter He had 
Gone thro' the Courie of his Studies, 


In Philoſophy, and Divinity, at Co- 


nimbria, And had Perform'd the Pub- 
lick Exerciſes with A Great Deal of 
Succeſs, He was Made Principal of 
the Novices ; In which Province He 
Manag d with ſo Careful and Bleſſed 
A Conduct, towards the Advance- 
ment of All Solid, and Subſtanital 
Vertues, and Particularly THAT 
which is the Life of All, Ibe Love of 
God, and the Spirit of Devotion, that 
In Courſe, the Whole Fraternity 

N Reap d 


a 4 


1 


Reap'd the Benefit of his moſt Holy 
and Powerful Inſtructions. 
A s He took Notice of Several of 
that Sacred Fraternity, who Beari 
Towards the Mark hs 
Calling, TravelFd Into Where 
there were Certain 22 Con- 
vents of their Own Order, who 
Liv'd Yet More Recluſe, and Under 
the moſt Sir: and Sp: 
tion From The W | 
Charm'd with the Exactneſs of their 
Rules, that He Relolv'd to Found 
One of the ſame Auſtere Diſcip 
In Porte gal: Father Lews de 
Pro N — ary F with bi 
, who 
Afterwards was King, Back Back i Him 
with his Patronage and Protection: 
But The _ Father Met ſo Many 


Rubs and cles In his Vay, and 
had ſuch a Storm and Uproar Rais d 


Againſt him, that he vas Forc'd to 
Quit his Intention, by the Advice of 
Thoſe Who were T 


Beſt Friends 
and 


He Was ſo 


Van. 


Er EE 


Offices to Thoſe who had moſt with- 


* _ 
and NG — 
to his 

However He Bore this bade 
and the Fury Of his 
and Heede Mio! 

? as Might 
Become A Pattern, _C Vel 
Chriſtian Imitation, and Fit to Edi- 
fy the World ; Particularly, He 
Made it his neſs to Return Good 


ſtood him; And He took an Occaſi- 
on, One Day, to ſay, to a Friend of 
His, who Seem'd Aſtoniſh'd at His 
Humulity, and Reſignation, That In 
c the Point of doing Good to Our 
< Neighbour, we muſt not take the 
< Meaſures of Our Good Will to him 
c from his Conduct towards us: For 
c that God, Never makes Our Meri- 
c ts the Standard of the Diſpenſations 
c of the Divine Favour ; 1 
© a Thouſand Bleſſings upon us, 

© the Very time this We are Toe. 


« ſpaſſing againſt his Goodneſs, _ 


8 
tle Reſt ; de Bt; And App d . 


of Pra 
. andto pay ener 
and Reading the Becta a 
came a Perfect Rabbi In the Know- 
ledge of thoſeSacred Peamen: And, 
He had This Particular Gift from 
God, to make Others taſt the ſweets 
of their Divine and Wholſom Doc- 


trines; ; He had an Extraordinary Im- 
pulſetothe Promoting God'sService, 
An Unbounded to the Poor 
and the Sick; Inſomuch that theſe 
Uncommon Qualifications Gain d 
him ſo Great a R In the 
Kingdom, 
King, drew him from his Retirement 
to Attend his Perſon In that Unfor- 


tunate Expedition 
Inthe Lear 1578. One would wonder 


to ſee of what Service a Per- 
fon of his Holy Function was to the 
whole Army, T the Indefatigable 
Gare He took to prevent their Bhx- 


eputation, 
that Schaffian, the then 


of his Into Africa, 


. ton egeroneghd oo r INES 


Barbarouſly Bruiſ 
and 5 
27 
ore Ir 
T5 
8 — 
I Soul 
to 
S and 
ur 
Life 


De; Watts | 
th- 
fi 
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— 
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to 

ing 

Intid 


from 


Fax } 
his Torments Will he dy'd, if He 


deemer ! 

Don Franciſco DN Acoſta, Whom 
King Henry had ſent In the Quality 
of Embaſſador, to Morocco, to Treat 
about the Ranſom of the Chriſtian 
Captives, Being Inform'd of the 
Miſerable Condition of this Suffering 
Confeſſor, with much ado got Him 
Out of the hands Of this Barbanan ; 
And Lodg'd him In the Houſe Of a 
Chriſtan Merchant, to Recover his 
Strength ; Where he ſtay'd not Long 
but Went to Morecco, Within a Few 
days after: And, as ſoon as it was 
known he was Come thither, the 
Portwucze Nobility, who had been 
taken In the War, and 
their Ranſom, would have kept him 
with them; But, with Great Impor- 
tunity he got the Liberty of going to 
the Sagena, which was the Priſon of 
the Poor Chriſtian Slaves, (where 
the Provoſt (or Sherif) Had Two 

' Thow- 


50 
Nations In his Cuſtody) Aſſuring 
them that he had a Thouſand times 
Rather __ and 
ir his Health 
there, o_ all the Con- 
veniences In the World. 
It fell out as Ee em: for 
In a very Little time he was per- 
fectiy Recover d; Aſter which he 
Devoted himſelf Entirely to Com- 
fort And Succour The diſtreſſed 


Wretches In that 
they Left off their 

In choſe Intervals they had allow d 
ä 1 45 N 
ery, ne got them rogether by the 


2 


| pline and 
R that made this Confu- 
fed place look more Like 4 Reli. 
grows Houſe than the Priſon of a 
Sett 


E 5 : He 
Begg'd Alms of the Rich for the 
Poots Succour ; And, when A 
Differences aroſe them 
made them up and Neon d 
them; He * whatever 2 
met with of Irrcgularity In 
lace ; And wear thro” all choſe 
Fatigues with a Zealous 
deſire to do Good, and had No- 
thing Grievous to him, under all 
his Labours, but this Single In- 
ſtance, that it Griev'd his Right- 
cous Soul, to {cc ſome of e 
Miſcrable Wretches Live In a Li- 
centious and debauch'd manner 
Under that ſad Condition of e 
Turk! dage. h 
4 —_—_ not Confin'd 
only to the . Chriſtian Caprives, 
but he made it his Buſincſs alſo to 
Viſ thoſc Renegades who had 
Apoſtatiz,d and Fallen from the 
Fuib; Theſe He Exhorted to Re- 


turn 


and So great A Bleſſing to his La- 
bours, — having Recanted 
their Return d to the 
Church of Chrift ; And others 
SUFFER'D 822 = 
and Teſtimony of the Faith 
— 2 On. 
Remarkable ; He was of Madrid 
and had Turn'd Mahometan in; 
Africa : The Sherif, who had a par- 
ticular Kindneſs for Him, had En- 
truſted him In an Office; and A. 
mong the Moors They Call d him 
Alcaide Amet: Upon his Attempt 
to Eſcape Into Chriſtendom with 
Several other Chriſtian Slaves, un- 
der his Care, he was taken and 
Brought Back to Morocco, where, 
after he had Endured the 2 
CI 


| 19 
Terrible and Tor- 
ments he was at Laſt Ca cinino. 
Con Jeſur vit to his Laſt 
Breath Antony Mendez, A Clergy- 
man of Portaugal, having Become a 
Slave with Our Reverend and pi- 
ous Author, Ne 
Advantage by his Exam is 
Doctrine: char he might be Call' 
ThE SECOND In Zcal-and charity, 
to this Holy Father; And Imitated 
him In the fame Good Works and 
ſervices to the Diſtreſſed Chriſtians 
In Barbary : And, at Laſt, he 
SUFFERD MARTYRDOM, In the 
City of Morocco, After Seven 
Young Men of Portugal, who 
having been taken Priſoners at the 
Battle of Alcuz.ere, had been 
Pages to the Provoſt. 
This Holy Father Thomas of 
Jeſus was A Captive In Africa a- 
Four Years; And Daring all 
this time, the Countels De — 
b 


{ wear ] " 
Great Deal of pains roProcuce his 
had, Himſelf, Recommended this 
Affair to Don Pedro Vanegas De 

Gerdua ; his Ambaſſadour at AMo- 
rocco ; And he had Begun to treat 
about his Ranſom: But ſo ſoon as 
he heard ont, this Zealous Ser- 
vant of God, Proteſted, that whe- 
ther he were Ranſomed or A Slave, 
he was Refolv'd ro Spend his Life 
In the Service of the Poor Chri- 
ſtian Slaves In Morocco; That it 
would be A Pleaſure to him, to 
ſpend the Mony that was Intend- 
ed for his Ranſom, upon thoſe 
Poor Souls, whoſe Condition 
might more Neccſfarily Require it 
than his Did; That, as for him, he 
look d upon himſclf to be Incom- 
parably In a more happy Condi- 
tion, to have it in his Power to 
Live and Die a Slave, for the 1 
oy t 


ſit and Salvation td 
than in Any Li They Could 
Give him: Andie we 3 Ge 
very ſame Purpoſe, to f his 
Relations, who had been at moſt 
Pains and Coſt about his Ranſom ; 
And Particularly to One of his Ne- 
pheus, who was a Monk, moſt Ear- 
| neſtly Importuning him, to En- 
' gage the Reſt of his Family, to 
think no more of his Ranſom, for 
that he was Satisfied that God had 
Call'd him to that Condition; That 
he Found himſelf Extremely Con- 
tented in it, And that his On 
Uncaſineſs was to Find himſelf lets 
Cruelly Treated than the Reſt of 
his Fellow Slaves, thro' the Care 
and Favour of thc Portugal Am- 
baſſadour to him. 
To the pai and Laborious 
fatigucs of his Zcal and the Seve- 
rity s of his Enſlav d Condition, he — 
Added Yea, One more, Even tliat 'Y 
| b 2 _ of | 


of Sev b +. Lf ng and 

of Severe I : Faſting an 
Diſcipline were his Canan Prac- 
tice ; He was Never free from the 
Exerciſes of Mortification and the 
Doubled them In Lent, altho' He 
Preached Every day, which Threw 
him Into A Deſperate fir of Sick- 
neſs: He was ſoon Senſible that he 
was near his End ; And Settled 
himſelf for TnAT IMPORTANT 
Worx with the moſt Solid Piety 
and Devotion; He Received The 
Sacraments of the Church on Ho- 
2 day In Paſſion Weck, and 
Portugal Ambaſſador being 
Come to Viſit Him, On Good Fr:- 
day, He moſt Earneſtly Recom- 
mended the Care of the Poor Cap- 
tives to his Excellency's Compaſſi- 
on, the Great Weakneſs the Embaſ- 
ſador found him In, made him 
Conclude that this Holy Saint had 
but a tewMomcntstotheF ndof his 
Race; 


ſhot of his 


Race; And, whcther it were Out of 
the Love he Bare him, or the Cu- 
rioſity to ſee how Tux BIESSED 
Or Gop Neceive their Summons 
and make their Launch Into Eter- 
nity, He ſtay d to Behold the up- 
e; But the Holy 
Father, having Aſſured Him chat 
his hour was not yet Come ; And 
that he ſhould not Depart this Life 
till after Eaſter, His Excellency 
Departed. 

This dying Father having Un- 
deritood, upon the Eafter Mon- 
day, that ſome of the Slaves, Im- 
patient of their Bondage, and de- 
{pairing of cver being Ranſom'd, 
had thoughts of turning Mabome- 
tans, Sent tor them to his Bed- 


ſide, And, Gathering what Little 
Strengrh he had He Incou- 
 rag'd and Exhorted them to Per- 


ſeverance; He told them the very 
day when their Ranſom would 
bz Ceænainh 


* 


Li! 
Certainly Come; And made them 
romiſc him never Would 
enounce TuaT REDEEMER who 
had Bought them. And, In A 
Moment; after he had done Speak- 
ing, Even whilſtche Word Jzsvus 
was In his Mouth, with a Smil- 


his Soul ro God. On the 17 day 
of April. nous year df oe Lead 
1582. In the Fifty Third Year of 
his Age, and the Fourth of His 
Captivity: And, what was very 
Remarkable, The Ranſom of theſe 
N Foretold them 
it be ſo. 


Spiri. 


ing Countcnancc he Render d up 


Spir itual Advice - 


' GIVEN'BY, 


Father TromAs of Ins vs. 
2 AAA 


C HAP. I. 


Ad The Fruit we bt ta 
r Park 8 
{Th fed Se 


Sufferings of Our 

r Happens but too Of- 
ten, that Thoſe who Aſ- 
pire after The Chriſti- 
an Perfection, Deccive 


Themſelves In The Method which 
they take about Spiritual and Re- 


ligious 


— 


Thoſe Admirable Qualifications 
which They Bchold, In Them, 
without Reflecting what the Foun- 
dation was, to 1. Gorey A Su- 
perſtructure ; B Wa 
and mcans They Grey up Into 15 
Spiritual A Building : This is A 
Miſtake ſo much the more Groſs 
and Palpablc, In any Age, whcrcin 
the Practice of Piety is Become 
more Univerſal, And Profeſs d, and 
General Ap- 
gu) God knows, 
here are but very Few, who Ap · 
y Themſelves Scriouſly, and in 
| to it; Or Underſtand what 


it is By Experience. 


That 


1 
ful In his Works, ——— — 
municates himſelf with ſuch Un- 


and find thoſe Sweet 
ad. Raviſhing Impreſſions upon 
Our Souls, bur we Preſently — 
that wc have oor apap. ad a Con- 
ſiderable in Our 

Like a Ne has om 4 
Skill in Painting, when he Bcholds 
the Rough Draughts of ſome mal- 
ter Painter, _—_— the Pertorm- 
ance, and Looks upon it as a Fi- 
niſnt Picce ; Whereas another, more 
Acquaintcd | in this Art, knows that 
it will Require a Great deal more 
Time and Pains before it Comes to 
the Laſt ſtrokes that are ro Com- 


plete it: So theſe Deluded Souls, 
upon 


Begin Our Advances 


F. aer ; fee | of the 


Com- 
within — 4 ned 
paring "richwhar che the Secrer 
ing it wi — e 
Ti 25 elves 
G — lude _ _ 
ently ad Happy 
tc Rai > Bling Wine 
ſtare ; Railc = . 
0 Faal Relapls, themlclves. 
ou ap 
py ey 9 — — * 
— diſcover -_ _ 
. is 2 —_— gre 
he Fir hd | 
> ro —_— 5 On hi chat 
Name of a ſtrong Re E more, 
hey al or _— Advice 'Y 
they will n — = 
2 Perſon — ne 
— ——— and — 
0 — the — = 
ah — Relate to 
. Soma tha: wy 
„that, in 
us, 


God ec Oughero Con 
God we Ought to ult Perſons 
ol Experience, and TuxxzudNro 
Arroixrzyz Thar, it is to be a 
lativc Life, for any One to A- 
In his Own ſenſe ; And that 
2 Hai Us 
a a great d to 
Neighbour ; And 1 
mean and Low Opinion of Ones 
Self. The Next miſtake, which is a 
| ö —— 
ion to their 
Will. — 
ble to Bear cheLeaſt Coneradition, | 
Under a ſhew of their Love of 
Truth: From whence: they ar 
Generally Speaking, 18 
Nice, Cenſorious, bject ro Find 
— in Others, to Excuſe 
heir Own ; Even fo far, as Often- 
times to Vindicate them, as if they 
were Vertues; And, Yer, Nothing 
is more Certain than that there 15 
No 


[ww] 
No Vertue without Self Denial, 
Will; without Patience, without 


ry, and Silence. The Ocher To- 
ken of their Error, is, that they 
are ſo taken with their own ways; 
And with the Soothings they are 
wrapt up In, upon their own Ex- 
crciſes of Devotion, that do 
not Apply themſelves to the Pr: 
tice of Chriſtian Vertues ; Thar 
they Look upon them cven as an 
Hindrance ; tho' they are, In 
Truth, the moſt Solid Fruit of 
Spiritual Exerciſes; And the v 
Nerves, and Traces of the 
Refined, and Abſtracted Life. 
It would Require A whole Vo- 
lumn to All the Dangers, 
to which theſe Deluded Souls are 
Expos d; The Fatal Relapſes they 
have Reaſon to Apprehend; And 
the Means to Prevent, or to Reco- 


ver 


Mecneſt, and a Spirit of Humili- 


Acq 9 - = 
Foundation of the 
our 


Divine Flame is Suſpicious ; 
1 


theſe Iwo 


to Almighty God, muſt not Un- 


Ti] _ 


Senſual Man does. # 8} 2. i 
This is the Reaſon that He that 


Lay his Foundation U . 
— — und Scif-Denial : He muſt 


make it his Chief Work to Die to 
Himſelf ; And Leave to God, who 
is Faithful in His Promiſes, 


And 
the Lord of All PerfeQtion, the Care 
to Communicate of His Gifts, and 


Graces to him, at what Time, And 
Goodneſs ſhall think Fit: And, Its 
Certain, that Almighty God, Ge- 
ed nnd — 
I to Reduſe Mortified ts ; 

if He does Vouchſafe: 
of the Divine Light, to who 
are not thus Qualified to Receive it, 
It is to Give them a Taft, that they 


may be Enamour d of the Secret 


Pleaſures of the Croſs! But, as Se- 

veral Authors have Treated Upon 

this Subject, I am Now oye 
ſha 


on it to Chooſe, as God, and not as 
6 ie 


tt _ «4 8 N 


Ray 


fication, | 
cipally, Conſiſt in an Entire 
Conſtant Reſignation of Ones Self, 


This is an Eaſy Matter to talk of ; 
And may be Conſented to without 
any Reluctance; But when It comes 
once to the Tryal, And to be Uſh- 
er d into Practice, we find it very 
Hard, and Oppoſite to the Almoſt 
Invincible Impreſſions of Senſual 
and Corrupt Nature : It is of this 

War- 
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| G Handl in Hand, 


. 
The Extract of this Reſined Love, Its 
Reſignation will be Complete and Per. 
=_ So theſe Two, Vertues are Re- 


l 5 4 
Other: R 


efignation Amplifies and 
A this Love; e Com- 


ugments: 
pletes and Perfects the Other Duty. 
This Un-reſerved 


Therefore, to the Will of A 
God, Being the Foundation of All 
Holineſs, and the moſt Effectual Pre- 
paration for the Gifts- of tbe Huy 
Cube; It is ae if \ 

Grand Adver ourCorrupt, - 
__ praved Nals make uſe of all their 
— Deſtroy it, And If It is At- 
tackt with all ſorts of Temptations : . 
And, For this very Reaſon it is that 
Almighty God, who knows Our In- 
firmities, Our Vicious Propenſities 
and How to Cure them, Has, In his 
Infinite Wiſdom, Ordained, that the 
Croſs, and Suffering ſhould be Plant- 
ed In Our Way to Heaven: For the 


C ſenſe 


fromthe World; And, On che Other 
Hand, the Experience 

his Own Miſery, ſhews him what a 
Dependant Creature he is, and Na- 
turally Obliges him to have Recourſe 
to God: Thus the Croſs, at the ſame 
Time, Produces theſe two moſt Pro- 
fitable Effects; It Breaks theſe Chains 
whach Link us to the World, and 


n 


Almig God has Eſtabliſht 
D . d the C08 Out of 
this Path there is nothing to be met 
Vith but Wild, and Precipices; He 
has made the Croſs an Infallable 
Token of His Friendſhip ; That his 
Deareſt Friends have the 
Greateſt Share In It ; And make it 
their Delight whilt their Eyes are 
Fixed On His Love: He has Diſ- 
pens d with none of them; No, not 

Even 


and Proof of | 


a 


thy. 

Sie thole in whom he Found 
Purit and Innocence ; 

[the hen Her Sel 

e | — 


„ 1 Has 
'd it, what the Saints 
Sali who ſeem the molt Reple- 

niſht withthe Divine Love; And the 
Raviſhing Sweetneſs of the Sacred 
Illapſes and Communications; The 
Fire of their Charity, Breaks In up- 
on their Hearts, and Becomes to 
them an Inextinguiſhable Flame, 

which upon them, and Con- 
ſumes the Soul in Proportion to their 
Love: The Inettable Charity of the 
Blefled Jeſus Rendred, Even Him, 
Subject to this Law; And Prevailed 
With Him to Teſtifie the Exceſs of 
His Amazing Love by Marking Out 
the Path, in Which we Ought to 
Follow Him, with His Precious 


Blood: For, From the Moment, 


C 2 He 


VII. 


«hm 


He Took Our Nature upon Him- 


Felt, for Our Sales, as thite was No 


Time, Nor Place, which He thought 
3 His Love, So 
Neither Could He meet with any, 
that Was not alſo Fit for Him to 
Suffer for us! His Romer Jp 1 
The Tenderpeſs of His Y; 
The Budding and Bloom of Hille 
Were not free from theſe Hlaſts; 
And, It may be Said, that From the 
Firſt Moment of His Life, till the 
Laft Struggles of his Diſolution, He 
was all along Upon the Croſs/ 
Since this means is ſo Neceflary, 
for us, In Order to Attain True W1ſ- 
dom, and the moſt Exalted 
of Seraphick Lore; And on the 
Other Side, that there is Such a 
Strong Oppoſition and Reluctance in 
Our Nature, to this moſt Excellent 
Preparative, Nothing, Certainly, can 
be more Ad to the Soul, 
to Help it, the Burden of the 
Croſs; And Refign Itſelf in all things 
to 


L 


'S 
to PETR God, Than * Con- 
tinual N 725. af: th Seffer- 

s. Bleſſed us: For, by this 
— —. Ve Come to Tom «To: 
Notion of what Our Bleſſed. Re 
deemerhas Undertaken and done for 
us; How much He Deſerves to be 
Beloved b us; And, with what In- 
fallible Aſſurances We may Throw 
Our ſelves Into the Armes of to Lo- 
ving 2 Father : If His Love for-Souls 
has Carried Him fo Far as to Sacra- 
fice Himſelf for Our Salvation; Will 
He F et any thing, that can add 
to Our when We Give 
up Our Selves Entirely, and, With- 
out Reſerve, to Hum! This Refigna- 

tion, Under all the Circumſtances 

and Accidents of Life Yeilds a Peace 

re a Sweet Repoſe that 

eable, and not to be Inter- 

2 — auſe, the Scene of the 

/ cl OurBleſſed Lord; And 

that Inexpreſſable Love of His, Ex- 

preſt, thereby, Being ſet Open nw 
Cc 3 


Our Vi 3 | 

iew, Dif] R 
from his Hands, n _ 
and ſevere Crofles that can 
2 den Ten there Yer Arie 
Another Inſtance of Our Truſt and 


Dependance on His Mercy, for 
That's Paſt, © lis. Cows . 


And alſo an Entire Biffdence * 
Diſtruſt of Our Selves, when We 
Come to Conſicer, n e 


were ſo that they Suben 1 Death 


Leſs than 
of Chriſt, an he Sr Fa Gol 
to Cure chem: This Tragedy, Re- 
een Eyes, will alſo ln- 
us with a Sacred Abhorrence of ö 
Our Selves, and of Our Sins, which 


"Twill ſhew us Clearly he Abyſs of 1 


Our Miſeries, which Endangers us, 
thro' our Own Weakneſs, to fall 3 
the moſt Heinous Sins; And Ren- 
ders us Incapable to HelpOur ſelves, 
or to Riſe again without the Meri 


torious Aſſiſtances of Our Bleſſed Re- 
Sr Sy. any 


any other 
cenſe, and Odour 
fering Jeſus ! Re- 
deemer ! 


The Love of God, and the Defire 
to Imitate Him, Produce Another 
Very Conſiderable Advantage,which 
we may Look upon as One of the 
Pillars of a 


tions; For, Although the Soul be not 
always In a Condition to Put them 
In Practice; Yet, By Vertue of This 
Love, It has Actually a Taſt of them 


Dil poſition into Practice, when- 
E 4 


ever 


Spiritual Life ; which is a 
Ready Diſpoſition for Vertuous Ac- 


all; And is Ever Ready to Change 


* Chry{. 


L. 2. De 


11 

ever any Op uit Preſents it- 

ſelf: Its this, Probably, the Holy 
Fathers Mcant, when Affirm, 
that * All Vertues are Pracłiſed in 


Ded. Prayer, which cannot be Under- 
SC, 


ſtood of every Vertue, in Particu- 
lar, the Subject of which is not 
Always found in Prayer; But be- 
cauſe the Love of God is the Spi- 
rir of our Devotions, which pro- 
duces rhe fame Effect, in the Soul, 
which the Frequent uſe of other 
Verrucs, would do, by Giving ita 
Readineſs, and Inclination to the 
Practice of them, which the Doctors 


call, Habitual Diſpoſition: This 


+ : Cer. made St. Pauli ſay, That f Charity 


13. v. 7. 


Suffereth Long, and is Kind ; That 
ic Belieweth at Things; Hopeth al 
Tturgs; And Endureth al Things; 
Becaulc it Preſſes us to Do Ev 

ning chat is Accaprable and Well. 
pleaſing unto God; Or that can 


| Reſtore us to the Perfect Image of 


the 


. | 
the Immaculate and Invi ſible Crea. 
f 8 1 Of42 

Mere Human Underſtanding 
cannot Comprehend what Trea- 
ſures of grace flow trom theſe three 
Fountains, which the True Senſc,of 
The Sufferings of The Bleſſed Je- 
ſus Cauſes to Spring up, and A- 
riſe Within us; Which are; the 
Love of Our Bleſſed Saviour; 
the Imitation of His Vertues; and 
the Perfect and Entire Reſignation 
of Our Selves into the hands of 
God: The Faithful Soul, chat it 


may Perſevere in this Holy Exer- 


* ciſc, ought to fit Contented, and 
be Satisficd with The H 
from the Rock, and to Drink t 
hes, of that Flowing Water 
that Iflucs from the Wounds of 
our Pierced Saviour: His Croſs 
_ Terrible ro the Eyes of 
be Children of this World; But, 
for all that, It is the Fountain of 
Life; 


* = * 7 
* 


The N | —M and | 
c5 $ 
Tos ter Le whoſe Steps we 
hall Aſcend * Mount to the 
Higheſt Perſection. 

_ To, Contemplate, therefore, 
with Profit, upon, the Suffer- 
ings of Our Bl-fſed Saviour, we 
muſt do it, with an Intention to 
Enflame our Hearts with the Fire 
of His Love; to Reſign our Selves 
up to His Providence, without 
Reſerve; And, with a Faithſul In- 
regrity, to Follow His Example; 
Ever having Beſore our Ey es, that, 


*:8, as, in Heaven, We «ll be ike 
e God rohen Wi { Behold Him, 
46 He is, in His Glory; So we 


ſhall alſo — 4 like the Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, Here Below, by Look- 
on him, Often, with the Eycs 
Faith, Under the Amazing 
8633 of His Crucifixion ! 

+ He that ſay kr He Abideth in 
im, Oug 0 


tO 


Humnſelf, Alſo, a 


LEK] 

Walk as He walked: Now, The 
Blelſed Jeſus walked, after ſuch a 
Manner, that he became molt like 
to us in our Miſcry ; we ought, 
no leſs, therefore, out of Grati- 
tude, and Love, ro make it our 
Chief Buſineſs, to come up as 
near to Him, as we can, in His 
Afflictions: For if we look upon 
Mancrs of Religion 2s on the 
Common Affairs * Life, which 
we are willing to allow ſome par 
of = 5 — all the other Le 
it will be Fruitleſs and Un-ac- 
countable ; And the Omiſſion of 
Pious Performances will be Deem d 
but little Culpable, and a Trifling 
Loſs; But if we look on them, 
and Weigh chem, as, in Truth 
they are, Matters of the Greateſt 
Moment and Importance in the 
World; As the Great Buſinefs for 
which God has Given us our Be- 
ing; And as the Gonccrn of our 

Eternal 


— 


Eternal Hapngg, er mw 
Bringfortli ini us the Bleſſed Fruits, 
of Vettue and Holineſt,” In the 
Fear of God, and to thc Salvation 

of our Immortal Souls. 
This is what St. Cyprian has o 
Excellent. Th Exp reſt in ſuch Few 
*Serm. 1 mm. Words: you, Says Hc, Are 
"= Sufficient f or $4] Why, then, is 
not God Sufficient for you ! That 
is, If you have been the Chicf 
End le the Bleſſed Telus Pro- 
poſed to Himſelt, the Cauſc 
of all his Labours, and his Mo- 
real Life; Is it not Juſt and 
Reaſonable that he ſhould allo be, 
the End and Scope of all your 
Actions, and the very Source of 
our Life? Ler us Remember that 
when tlic Bleſſed Jeſus took our 
Nature upon Him, the Firſt Mo- 
tion of His Heart was a Kind Re- 
ſianation of Himſelf to HisFarhetr's 
Will; That with the moſt Free and 


Voluntary 


Voluntary 8 4 He Ac- 
cepted all that He was to Suffer tor 
Our Salvation; That His Firſt 
Words wcre, & Agcoiding to St. 
Lules Traditiop, * Wift ye nat that Lu. 
I muſt be abit my Father's Bu 
meſs; And thar the laſt Scarenco He 
Pronounc'd upon the Croſs, when 
his Bleſſed Soul was juſt Expiring 
was, Father! Into Thy Hands It cu. ar. 
Commend my Spirit ! Inſomuch 1 
that the Conduct of our Bleſſed 
Saviour was always Uniform and 
of a Picce; He Began His Life 
with Ardency for Souls, with O- 
bedicnce, and Suffering for them; 
And He Spun the Thread, and 
Cut it off, after the ſame Manner; 
And therefore tis that his Truc 
and Faithful Friends, look upon 
all that Time, Every Moment of 
their Lives as Loſt, which they do 
not Employ, and Sacrifice to his 
Divine Love, and Imitation. 

CHAD. 


Of The Way 
Profit aud Advantage from 
the Reading and Contem- 


| lation on The Sufferings of 


Our Bleſſed Saviour. 


T*'S Certain that God In- 
ſpires Good Motives, Pious 
1 houghts, Divine Light, and Se- 
cres, and Inward Impulſes Into 


his Faithful Scrvants; By which 
he Enflames them, and Expands 
and Opens their Hearts, that he 


may make them Walk in his ways 
with the Greatcr Readineſs and A1- 
ſurance: He Enlightens their Un- 
derſtanding with his Divine Truth; 
He Enflames their Will with his 
Love, And Teaches them ſome- 


times 


ad 


11 
times more in an Inſtant by the 


Vnction of his Holy Spirit, Than 


all che Maſters, or all the Books, 
in the World, could do in many 
Years : Bar till all chis is done 
Regularly and in Order ; And'ris 
the Advice of the Miniſtery, that 
thoſe who' Begin this Holy Pil- 
grimage, And cven thoſe who 
are alrcady Advanc'd, and have 
made {ome Progreſs, in it, (when 
this Celeſtial Sun Conceals Irs 


Brightneſs , behind any Cloud) 


Have Recourſe and Berake Them- 
ſelves ro Inſtruction, to Reading 
and Preparation: Theſe Methods 
will, Generally Spcaking, Diſpoſc 
their Minds to be thc more At- 
tentive, and to Reap Advantage, 
„ will Supply their Memory 
with Good ughts, Enliven 
and Revive the Will, Mollify the 
Hardneſs and Refreſh the Drough- 
tineſs of the Soul, and Conduct 


It, 


b 18 9 P 


3} . 
it wich the Greater Faith and Se. | 
urity into the Houſt of Prayet, 
and che Sacred Paths Of Devo- 
tion, For Want of which Precau- 
tion: Men oſten fall into a Def- 
perate Condition of Lazincſs and 
Indevotion, Becauſe they arc Un- 
acquainted with the Right Me- 
thod, how they Ought to Ap 
pear Before the Living God, and 
to Converſc with him ! They En- 
ter u their Devotions Wich 
. Come away and | 
Finiſh Them With Diſguſt, and 
Leave Off, at Laſt, and Entirely 
Omitt all the Practice of Religious. | 
and Devotion. ö 
. is Not Only of Advantage, 
Therefore, But Very N fl for - 
Thoſe Who Enter Into this * 
Way, to Take a Guide along With 
Direct Them in Proper ſu + 
And Inſtruct Them in The Man- 


ner | 


* 


Ot who Kno 
in this Holy Buſineſs, Ac- 
cording to their own Gifts and 
Talents; And Lead them in the 
Way that Will Bring them to 


their God: For, Although they 


may all Propoſc the ſame End ; 
Which is to be United, with 
Love, to God ; And to become 
Like him, by Following his Ex- 
ample, And to Submit Them- 
ſelves wholly and Entirely to his 
Wiſdom and Coodneſs, by the 
Spirit of Reſignation and Selſ- De- 
nial; Yer they may Make uſe of 
a Thouſand Different means to 
Bring Themſelves to the ſame 
End: Some make their Way chi- 
ther, by the Hatred and Abhor- 
— of "_ Selves, and their 
iquitys; rs Swim in Thoſe 
Revers of 9 ure where — 
1 Fin 


[ ni]. | 
Find Gods Attractive Preſence; 
ſome Drive Along in the Stream 
of the Divine Love, and are Car- 
ried on in the Tranſports of that 
Q wickening Flame, With the Flow- 
ing Tide ot Zeal and Impatience to 
Reach the Shore of that Ewverlaſt- 
ing Spirit, and Newer Ca 
Bl 


And all cheſe Different 
Road, Lead us Into the Admira- 
tion of Gods Ineffable Majeſty 
and Glory, and the — ham. 
ſures of his Wiſdom. 

He that is ſo happy as to meet 
with a Prudent and Underſtand- 
ing Confeſſour, to Aſſiſt and Di- 
rect him In his Religious Affairs, 
will, in a Little time, make a 
Conſiderable Progreſs, if he is 
Sincere and faithful to Obſerve 
and Follow his Directions. How 
Evidently does this Appear in Re- 
ligious Houſes? Where they arc 
ſo Exact and Regular, in Every 


Step 


—_ 3 — 222 morn gen, 


LE] 
* 
: 


Profeſſors and Novices arc Train 

up, by Spiritual and Expericnced 
Confeſſors, who arc Always at 
hand to look after them, Preſcrib- 
ing them their Religious Task for 
oy day they Live, and Lead- 
ing them, Step by Step, In the Path 
which God ſets Open to them, 
Till they Can Walk without a 
Guide, and Being well Grounded 
in the habitual Excrciſc of Mor- 
tification, and Secret Intercourſe 


Wich God, they Become, Truly 


Spiritual, and Religious Men. 
There are many Perſons to be 
met with, who are Conſiderable 
for Their Learning, and Eminent 
for Their Othicr Natural Quali- 
fications, Among Thoſe Orders 
where the Cuſtom of Mortificati- 
on is Neglected ; But there is but 
Little of True Religious Zeal to 
be Found There: Inſomuch that 
"WY thoſe 


Hole OF 
rio Pains with their Novices, to 
Train them up, and thoſe Fathet 
Confeſſours, who Carry their Di- 
rections and Injunct ions No Far- 
ther, then the External Formali- 
ty's and Decorum In Religious 
Duty, are the very Perſons who 
arc the Bane of all Regular Diſci- 
plinc, whatſoever : Becauſe, not 
taking Care to Furniſh thoſe Souls 
whom God has Committed to 
their Charge, with that Nouriſh- 
ment and Spiritual Food which 
Only Can Su and Succour 
the 1 Man. * Whole Order 
Inſenſably becomes Conſumptive, 
and Loſes the Power that Onl7 
Can Support it, Till, at Laſt, it 
Falls Into a Deplorable Remiſſneſs 
and Relaxation. 
They that Live Open in the 
World, may Manage their Lives 
Under a Good and happy 4 
uct, 


{ bx ] 

duct, By Reading Books of Picty, 
and Obie — 3 
their Proper Father Confeſſour, 
or any Other Diſcrete and Holy 
Prieſt of God, to whom they 
Ought to Open their Conſcience ; 
And Above all, By the Frequent 
Artendance upon and Reception 
of the Moſt Holy Sacrament, 
which is che Propereſt and moſt 
Effectual Means to Obrain the 
Light, and Divine Graces of 
Gods Holy Spirit: But it any One 
thinks Fir to make uſc of this 
Book, for his Aſſiſtance and Di- 
rection how to Order his Courſe 
Towards God, it would be Pro- 
per, for him, to Obſerve thic Or- 
der, and Method that is taken 
In it. 

And Firſt, he Will Find that it 
Explains,and Lays Open, the Myſ- 
tery of Each Particular Inſtance of 
the Sufferings of Our moſt Bleſſed 
* Sa- 


| [hx] 
Saviour, with a Proper Inſtruction 
to Create a deſitre It the Soul, to 
Imitate in thoſe Little ſhadows 
we can, his Divine and Bleſſed 
Example. In the Next Place, By 
way of Religious Excrciſe, or 
Affectionate Contemplation , It 


ſhews the uſe tha: might be made, 
And what Fruit, we t to 
make, and what ical Infe- 


rences to draw from ſuch Amazing 
Paſſages of the Divine Love: 
Every One may Apply TREN 
to his own Heart and Conſcience, 
when the Lord does not ſpeak to 
the Heart; For, as ſoon as It ſhall 
Pleaſe God to give him an Inward 
call, he Ought duly to Liften 
with an Humble filence. L 
Each Chapter Contains three 
Principal Points: An Humilia- 
tion and Abaſement, Proceeding 
from a ſenſe of Our Own Miſery ; | 
An Oblation, and Reſiging up of 
OUT 


A 
our ſelves Into the hands of God; 
and an Earneſt deſire to Follow 
the Example of Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and to be Like Unto him; 
Theſe three Principles, which 
We Ought Always to have in 
View, Before Our Eyes, in all 
Our Actions, and Whatever 
We Undertake, arc Intermixt 
and Blended, With Extatick Rap- 
tures, and Divine Soliloquies, 
of Scraphick Love! To theſe, are 
Alſo, added, the Flights, of Ado- 
gung,, Thar Noting Mighe be 
ivings; Nothing Might 

2 which Could Poſſibl 

Enflame the Heart of Man, with 
the Love, of thoſe Raviſhing 
Charms, and Ineffable 
and Goodneſs of our dear Re- 
deemer ! But, to the End, that 
the Soul may Act with the Greater 
Liberty, and may the more Readi- 
ly Engage Its Love, and Unite it- 
d 4 ſelf 


[ hai ] 


ſelf with that Incomprebenſible Glo- | 


ry, to which it will be Carried by 
theſe Divine Contemplations on 
Its Brightneſs, it has not been 
Thought fit here, ro Confinc Its 


Subjects to any Particular Order 


or Limitation. 
But chat the Reader may Yet 
draw a fatther Advantag 


c from this 
Work, It will be of ſervice to him 
to Obſerve. the Advice following. 

He that will Live to God, Be- 
fore all things, in the World, he 
muſt take Great carc to find out 
that Particular Paſſion that is moſt 
Predominant within him, and 
thoſc Failings to which he is moſt 
Subgect ; that he may Encounter 
them by Prayer, and the Practice of 
the Contrary Vertues: But Above 
all, Let him Inceſſantly Implorc 
the Love of God, and the Spirit of 


Humiliry; for, theſe Two Vertues 


Purify 


2 
the Buſmeſs of his Proper Calling; 


And Believe that God docs Abio- 
lately Require that of Him ; And 
that he ſhould here lay the Foun- 
dation and Ground-Work ct all his 
Devotion and Religious Duties: 4 
For, r » The Of-« 9. ner. 


a —— 22 2 ai ar 
God nba me — 


mus Om- 
ow Selves of thoſe Duties and Obligati-nia- 

1g 2 Us. Now ih, 
calls the Obligations, or Duties of 
our Calling, that which the Law of 
Gpd Requires of every Man in his 
Circumſtances and Condi- 

tion ; Whether it be that of a Reli- 
or Eccleſiaſtick, or a Mag- 
ſtrate, or a judge, or one that is 
Married, or the Father of a Family, 
Bc. And whenever they have any 
Scruple upon their Minds, Touching 
RE = 


bir 
any of theſe Relations, let them 
conſult ſome Underſtanding Perſon, 
that Lives in the Fear of God, who 
will not Flatter them, nor Prevari- 
| cate to ſooth or pleaſe them, But, 

without any other View, But the 
Service Glory of God, And 
the Salvation of thoſe who Apply 
to them, ſet them to Rights in the 
Matter 


After he has ſet his Conſcience at 
Eaſe, by a General Confeſſion , 
and Niſcharg'd all Suitable and Re- 
lative Obligations; Let him, Then, 
Rectiſie His Projects and Worldly 
Deſigns, and Quadrate his Affairs, 
by the Rules and Dictates of Reli- 
8 as the Chief End which he 
t to Propoſe in all his Actions, 
ations of the Divine Grace = 
fnite Wiſdom, that Every Circum- 
ſtance and Condition of Our Law- 
ful Calling, Let it be what it will, 
that 


that it Never Retards Our advances 
Ian thing he U 

Let Him In Ev I n- 

dertakes, ſeek che Ri 

and the Glory of God therein, and 

not Only Content Himſelf in Avoid- 

ing the Actual Perpetration of Sin, 


But Bear forwards towards a More 
Perte& 


[hari ] 
Perſect State in the e of his 
Particular Vocation: Let Him Com- 
pare his own Deſire with thoſe of 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, on the like Occa- 
fron : Which he may eaſily do, by 
Examining into His Doclrine and Ex- 
ample ; This will be a ſure and Hap- 
py means to Carry him a great way 
towards this Divine Pattern, and 
uently to Improve him in the 
Works of Sanctity and Devotion. 

Let all his Actions be Uniſons, 
and Correſpondent to each other, 
after ſuch a manner, that no Part of his 
Time may become ionable ; 
But every Hour may be Devoted to 
its Proper Buſineſs: By this means 
he will be ſure to live in a Round 
of Action that ſhall be Innocent and 
Blamelels ; And be the leſs Expos d 
to the Temptation of Sin and Satan: 
Let him not Enter upon any Action, 
nor put his Finger to any Work , 
without Firſt litting up his Heart 
to God, to Implore his an 


7 


| 
| 


| 


Apt to Riſe within, may Entirely 


ous or Agreeable, with an Entire 
Conformity and Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, Incetiantly Praifing 
God and Bleſſing his Holy Name, 
notwithſtanding the Oppoſition and 

epugnances of Human Nature : 
Let him Beſeech the Divine Good- 
neſs to Enable him to Overcome 
the falſe Dictates of Natural Cor- 
ruption, and not to be Overcome 
by his own Human Frailty ; But to 
and Improve thoſe good De- 


fires, which, of his Intinite Goodneſs 


and Bounty, he has Infpir'd into him; 
and let him take Great Care to keep 


his Temper Even and ed, 


es much as poſſibly He can, that all 
thoſe Storms and Rufflers that are 


Settle 


When He Receives any Particular 
infos of Gets Gail, he him 
not be Vain Glorious to Boaſt of 

or make any ſhew of them, 
who ts hr Ges 
is Soul him; 


to open every Secret of 
his Soul, in order that he may avoid 
Errors and Miſtakes ; and not fall 


y 

of Temptations : Some 

wu abide from the True and Perfatt 
Way. This is a Good Precaution, 
In General , In Reſpect to all of 
em. 
In the firſt Place, to Seeta 
Diftruſt our Hearts, in Reſpect to 
tho things towards which we find 
our Inclinations ſtrong, how ſeem- 


ingly 


arten 


— A 
ma 
Gol e, n 
> he. jews lie any other Way, 
whatever tis that Draws the Bent 
and Bias of our Souls, Either Into a 
Vigorous Purſuit or Painful Reſig- 
nation of it, The Affections Grow 
Criminal , and Eccentrick ; And 
They Become The from 
* A — 
e and Obſtacle in our Wa 
332 Knowledge and 
of God, which Ought to be 
21 the Ultimate End and 
Aim of all our Wiſhes and Deſires. 
Next. To Entertain No t 
whatſoever, That Will Sit Uneaſy 
The Conſcience: But to Op- 
In Its firſt By 
the Gracious aid and 
Aſhſtance of Almighty God. If 
the Temptation Grows forcible, and 
1 1 — 
portunate ; t Way 1s 
mediately to have Recourle to ore 
 Spiri- 


— 


molt Holy Sacrament; toimplorethe 
Þrterceſſion The Bleſſed Virgin, and the 
Hierarchy and Communion of Saints 
Above ; And Particularly to — 
all Opportunitys which L to 
the Snare, — would Breed Thet 
Worm <uuthin us that Dieth Not : For 
By a Preſumptuous Encounter, In 
theſe Strifes, it often Happens that 
the moſt Vertuous may be Van- 
quiſht, and Give Way ; Whereas 
the Weakeſt and moit Fraile DiC- 
poſition, By Its Firoht an Hhunning 
the Attaque, ofte:: Finds 
and Victory: he Temptations of the 
Fieſh, and Ihe Priue of Life, are the 
molt Dangerous and Fatal ot em 
all; Becauſe theſe Strike Directiy 
ſelt; But a Man Ought to Reſt 
Aſſured, that they do not Always 
Envenom, where the Will and Diſ- 
poſition do not Give in, Unto them, 
to Long as the Heart is not Entirely 

Aban- 


Spiritual Father; To Frequent! the 


"Ta 
Abandoned and Taken off from 


pinely Yield to Temptation, and 
then to Ccaſe all Exerciſes of wy 
and d | 
1 = far from Avoiding 


che Ph or his Preſcri 

when — finds himſelf — 
any of theſe Spiritual Diſtemper, 
Let him take Notice that this is 
the very Time when he Ought in 
a moſt Particular Manner to Be- 
take Himſelf to, and Caſt Him- 
{clt at the Feet of Our Lord and 
Saviour, that Great Phyſician of 
our Souls, With a Strong, a Sted- 
faſt Truſt and Aſſurance, that he 
will, not only, of His Great Boun- 
ty and Goodneſs, Help and Re- 
eve us; But that his Infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Love Will Diſpoſe him 


to Turn al nr gere- A 4 


to Ou 


Nou all ts hr ha Said 
Concerning Ones 
Lite ; The Purity 7 2 
and thc Reſiſtance of I 


Ar | 
fort to thoſe Perſons, who have 


Given Themſelves up to 
them with 71 


Eſtabliſhing that Screnc — and 
Compoſedneſs vichin them, which 


is ſo Neceſary to fat them for His 
Diviac Converſation: I ſay, this 
maſt be of Great Comfort and 
Advantage; That when a Man 
finds Himſelf ſo Smitten with Re- 
morſe, upon the Inward ſenſe and 
Conviction of any N ew Tranſgreſ- 
ſion that he has Commit Committed, tnat 
He Knows not how, He is afraid | 
to 


Let him not Reckon or Depend 
Either upon his own Merits, Or 
Induſtry, for the Accompliſhmcne 
of his Reſolution; But Only be 


- 
© 


e 2 faithful 


= u 

_ — to a mw 
Qualify kithſclf for what it ſhall * 
— God to Diſpenſe and Im- 
to him, and let him not think 

makes but little P It 
be Eaichfully 
Diſpoſition ,- in Renewing and 
Reiterating Good Deſires Day by 
Day; Let him Aſſure Himſelt, 
that the Work of che Lord will 
be Accompliſh'd, after that Man- 
ner as will be moſt Agrecable to 
the Divine Glory, and the Good | 
— But let him not 
Pretend to make any judgement 
of his Own — " the Di- 
vine Communications, which, 
Almighty God, Our of his Infi- 
nite Wiſdom, Ofrentimes Con- 
ccals from us, Even at the ſame 
Time that he has Granted: Our 
Requeſts: For it is the Divine 
Witl and 2 that We 
ſhould 


Perſeveres Under this | 


220 a 0 
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- 1 - — 4 
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t N 5 
whine in a * Jof Hop 
chat We ſhould 

Far the „ 


ja Im tie, K 1. ue X. 
ra Duty of Prayer, Let his In- 
ſenſibility, of Irs Succeſs be never 
fo diſhcarrning to him: Bur, On 
che Other Hand, let him Strive 
and Labour to Perſevere Conſtant- 
ly Therein: For to Be without 
Taſting is not to be Without 
Fruit; And that will be Profi- 
table to him, Altho” He is not 
s Scnfiblc of it: But when it 
Pleaſes God to Touch rhe Heart 
= a ſenſe of his Love, We muſt 


Artentive DN. 
any * Other Way, — when he 
G Fer wii Single Spark of this 
Cclct | Fire _ us; For this 


Single 


Heavenly Image, with Tranſpors, 
Languiſhing and Sighing After 

the Emoyment of him, and, in a 

Word, EverCheriſhing the Flame 
Which he Deſers Even in the 
Time of Our Devotions, and moſt 
To teach us chat It is to His 


Good - 
neſs, 


te Addreſſes of Him; 


OF Y 
| theſe tuo things : The 


One, which will be a Grear Com- 


Lays, aon us, 
— than We arc 


* Although Me 
the Temptation, Ws 
Tet It is moſt Certain, That Grace 
dees Emiermore Precede the Other, 


to be Tempted, But — ro 
the Meaſure cf his Grave 3 A Con- 
Fe 84 


ſideration, 


ber in Eternal Peace With Us; O 
who ſhall be Able to Suſtain this 


1 


- - ® n . 
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CH A P. IK. 


the Mauer, bow 


ply The & 
8 Sri 
"How and Devotion. © 


Hoſoever n Apply 
- Himſelf to this Holy 

when the Hour of 
„ wich an Eye'of 
* to Confer How God is 
Preſent in the moſt Secret Receſs 
of His Heart; And more Intimate 
to the Soul, than the Soul is to It- 
ſelf; 14⅛ to Lock 
upwards upon God, and Below 

on Himſelf, as a Miſerable Cue 
ture, Proſtrate, at the Feet, of his 
Creator: One may alſo Conſider 
Himſelf, as a Fiſh in the Sea, 
mer! 


ae 


Were 
2 Qtuall Before | Since 
4 — his E 
| Ie ESE 
ration th The Al Op 
5 C 
Co 


_ 


— 
kind : rk The San _ | 
finite, U „Ever the Same, 
As Ne, ms ener 
Time, when He Sanft 

Pics Blond, and Hu Life, 

Redemption and Salvateon ; Heis 
{till nag ” Fog 
feated V ion to aber ice, 
were there a N that ltd 
be ſo, as He was 
Thus, aſter he has Recollected, 
An! Rightly 1 all his Inner 
an Exteriour Faculties; Adored 
God with a moſt Profund Reſpect; | 


Made the Sign the Croſs Repeated 
The Lonks Projer. And The An- 


gels — to to The Bleſſed Vir- - 
in, In Order to the Reception of 
The Dan Ilhonmation ; Let Him 
upon this Exerciſe, and with 

= Attention, Read over The 
Mere of 027 Bleſſed Saviour ;, 2, In 
which 


4 = , * ' 
which, Every Chriſtian Qught to 
his Meditation. Whilſt he 
Gre Ihe e 

ſhall ve 
ECD re 
to Liſten what God will 


2 — There 


— And Make 
Profeſſion of his Love to Him, In 


pire 
muſt Always, follow thoſe ] mpreſ- 
fions which He Vouchſafes us, with 


a faithful 


Let The Underſtanding 4a i 
1 
ing Light, whilſt The is In- 
priſon d In this Mortal. Body, 
Ought to be Made Uſe of to No 
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FAY Har | 
E R 

a Miſtake, c | 
Kio ih the ab. le 
when we Ought to be 
the Fruit of chem; Let the | 
therefore, : En the Fruit of its 


Paſt Labours ; 3 


A — chr fo 
— — any farther Pains to 
| about for feb Paſture, which 


. — , Lis 
and Chews the Ne. 
gales the Palate a Second time with 


what it has already fed upon: The 
Happy Day Will — 
— — 
e e wil e 
in with teres Without The One 
being an Empechement or Hin- 
The Tung * 

| ime of Prayer being End- 
od, Retain from your Decoticn 
with 2 Diſpoſition of Peace and | 


Te) 

Love, 2s One who has the God 
of Boch within Him; And then 
ply Your Self to the Baſineſ 
off Tour Vocation with a ſteddy 
Mind; And Endeavour to Pre- 
ſerve the Warmth, the Light, and 
Peace of Tour Devotions, But if 
they have been Accompany d with 
Barrenneſs and want of a Produce 
of Zeal, wich Diſquiet, or any 
Diſturbance upon the Mind, let 
it not dilmay, or make you fad; 
But 5 ou Leave 1 

A who is 
Juſt nh N - Actos: 
— 4 your own Unworthineſs; 
up Your Grievances to him 5 
declaring that you have nor Pre- 
ſumed upon this Unde | 
with a View to Pleaſe your (&l, 
Even with the Divine Refre 
ment, Bur, out of an Humble 
Submiſhon and Obcdience to the 
Divine will, to which you Reſign 
* your 


1 
ſelf withour Reſerve: In a 


if you had been Fill'd wich choſe 
Comforts that Uſually Attend 
them. Almighty God, who is 
More Carctul for Our Spiricual 
Improvements, than We Our 

| ſelves, 


| Fel] 


ter than we can Poſſibly do, what 
is moſt Fitting and Convenient 
for us: We Ought, In 


Every Att and Inſtance of our 
Devotions, to Reſign our ſelves 
Entirely Into His Hands; And to 
carry, ' with us, a Sincere deſite to 
ſerve Him; Not, According to 
Our own Humour, --0"> hey = 
Pleaſure, Equally Rendring hi 
Thanks ry yr feng Both Un- 
der his Affing Hand, and 
when he'Stretches Forth his Arm 
ceed from A NI Sho is 
full of Tenderneſs, And Mercy 
* — 


Us. 4 
But that the Soul may be the Iv; 
more Compoſed, and, By Con- 


ſequence, in a Better Diſpoſition 
to Converſe with God; les very 
Neceſſary and Important to Pre- 

f 2 {ent 


Hours in Each Day, and devote 
them to tlie duties of Addreſs to 
Our God, in Frequent Aſpiration 
and Breathings after him, and, to 
fall a ſlecp, at Night, at his Feet, 
and in his Preſence: For it is very 
difficult for him, who, Allows 
his Mind a Looſe, to wander af- 
ter other Objects, to be Com- 
pos d and Recollect, in his Devo- 


plicity of Heart, is, allo a Neceſ- 
ary Qualification for the Divine 
Illapſes; And, that a moſt ſtrict 
and Impartial Seruting Into our 
Failings, does very 
bute Towards it, I will, Here, Pre- 
ſcribe a Method, how we Ought 
to do it, Every Day we Live. 

CHAP. 


tions, But, as this Purity and Si 


much Contri- 


The Method of Ow Self Ex- 

amination, Every Day, 
| Before we Go 10 Our De- 
dotions. 


portant Maxims, in a Spi- 
| Life, which he that Re 
make an therein, Ought 
make ny in his Conduct: Some, 
of them, are General and are to be 
Obſerv'd at all times, in all Places, 
. bg. Peckina: Others are Par- 
ticular, and Annex'd to Certain Cir- 
cumſtances. The general are theſe.. 
To be Continually Upon Our Guard 
that we be Not Voluntarily taken 
up With any Object, any Deſire, or 


ay, which . 1 
| ighty God. 2. To think, 
Often, of his Preſence, to adore and 


Ff 3 Bleſs 


THERE Ate Certain, la- L 


- . 9 , - 
4 Ld 
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* ie 
Bleſs him with the Profound 
Reſpect. 3. To Commit no Fault 
Either of Body, or from the Soul, 
Without Repenting of it from the 


Hout of the Tranſgreſſion ; 
ately to God for Pardon and For- 
giveneſs. 4. Never to Enter i 
any Reſolutions, till we have 
ſulted God About them ; That We 
may do Nothing but what is Cen- 
formable to his Will, 5. Io Be 
Watchful in ſubduing Our ſenſual 
Appetites, Particularly as to the 


Brithng our Tongues; That No 
5 or fatal Diſcourſes may 


Efeape Them, 6, To do to our 
Neighbour, Let Him be who He 
will, All The Good We Can; 
And to open and Enlarge Our 
Hearts, towards His Service, after 
Such a manner, that we Rather 
want the Power than the Will, to 
Aſſiſt Him. 7. To Bear No Ha- 
Hatred nor Bitterneſs of Malice, tho 


Never 


In 


Tun 
In All we do, but Goms Giorr ; 
Not to Freter ones Self to Any Bo- 


Shunning of Sin, e of 
Whatever any ee Him, _ 2 
Change, enewing, 
creaſe, Or Dimination of His Reſo- 
lutions, According to the Circum- 
ſtances that Preſent themſelves Un- 
to Him. For, as it is Well 
Obſerv'd in the Book of The Con- 
of the Worl1, We Advance Ac- 
to Our Reſolutions. It is Ne- 


his Father; Or, Like thc Publican, 
Who 


W 


Fer 


N 
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Or, as that Wicked Servant ID bo 
Down B. ; 
1 J. 


to Liſt up his 
ed with the 

Need of the M 
of his Creator : 
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Poole, Er, u iſe oc Ts Gs 
| Y and Alot Retrieve $4: 1 
ffi thn ; I» Ofed ty Peri, © 
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[paſſes and & | 
Committed Apainſt thy Goodneſs! Aud 
onchſafe to Grant me, All that thy 

| 7 


the Treſ 


ful to Almighty God, And of K 
— Rate ions; But when It 
Pleaſes Almighty God, by a Ray 
of His Enlightning Grace, to Com- 
Soul, whichHe Requires of It, He 
Gives it Alſo a more Clear Notion 
of Its Defe&s ; He Preſſes It to Ex- 
amine them more Strictly; _— 
("27 Ve 


[en] 
Dive Into Its moſt Sceret Intlima- 
Would to God ! Thar Sinſul Mon 
neous of Their Offences ; With 
as ſach.a Soul, Thus Reformed, 
Bewails and Grieves for Its moſt 
Kegion of Light, Ir; is Not for 
The Aſſiſtance of ſo D 
rit That I write This Treatiſe, Bac 
Only for ſuch as arc but juſt ſteps 
Our of The Broad, Deftrattrus 
Way, Into This Strait and Nar- 
row Path that Leaderh unto Lite. 
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2 VoLUnTAa- 
| ent all Vo * 
— ad Py He —_— 
He had for - I . 4. Being, 
= Obli ig'd to by | 
* 1 5 of Juſtice, or x 
nach of Our e 
Were all Sinners, Aube 
1 ht Hunſelf 3 
3 to on 1 
1 romiſe wr; 
Bork by is Prom Faber WII 
— 2 And the Other, 
Both 


Voluntarily Underaken, 
[oy was not fo Mach 


Oblarion of Juſtice, as A 
75 7 An 


1 Alſo, with oy; 
"Akho Holy 5 Hare 
= his Torments 82 
E Angry Sca, 1 
. Deſire 14 
= Man; And it was 


Fore- 
* Idca, That, che Prophet hs: 


- ki 
uh Hin" Hut 
bn Rled' Fall: with — 
2 met. Bitter 
Hard to 


ſhould ber 1m 
- This 


4 ; Dr i ws fo Bl 
_— ly Jeſus, That He 

= _ 1 
o l 1 b. 
„ Ought Allo to Be- 


Nimſelf Capable to | and i 
Die for us. e — 
He 


4 Over: Entire Tonatuon of : fl 
the Mara Welro at. 


ſion: Alwa 
Hau f Wanted bin. pj ih 


6 but for his Extcriour Glory, which 


we ſhall ray and Prevented 
Its Outward Luſtre and Glory 

Therefore he Purchas'd all 
Reſt for us, vi. Pardon and Sa- 
tisfaction, 
Glory: Bur cheſe he has ray 
ed us Unto, And Obtained for us 
In wa. Lee and High De- 
{are Although Oac Single 
of bir his, was —_ to have 
2 Price, and Procurcd to 
All Mankind The Means, and 
Even the Enjoyment of Eternal 
Lie, by che Tneſtimable Value, 
Which . of his Perſon 
Gave to the Leaſt of his Actions; 
| g 2 He 


Sin, And Grace, and 


moſt Cruel cents; 
is whar lias made Tur SUPER- 


azUxSDANCE of RtpemeTiION, 


And that Ifexhaoftible Treaſure 
l which 11 is 
Evermore Diſpenſing, to us, with 
the Same Bounty, as if he were 
Mill Expiring on che Cros? 
And it will never have an End 
For, Although hc made his Ap- 
pearance, in Time, By thoſe Mi- 
raculous Works, which were the 
External and Viſible Effects of the 
Divine Energy; Yet the Celeſtial 
Flame, from all Eternity, was 
fill Alive, and Burning within 
Himſelf ; For as God is In His 
Divine Attributes, Infinite and 
Eternal, He is Alſo, Immutable 
and Incapable of Change, Our 
To Bleſſed 


1 
: 


| 


Bleſſed Redeemer therefore, Loves 


Beats to the very Deity Itſelf, 
Bs A Cortina Bar? 


the ſame Ncceſſity; The ſame 


is Neither Divided, nor Capable 


. 
: : 


us wich all his Eſſences with che 
fame Love which Unizes Together 
the Three Divine Perſons, in the 
Godhead : As There is not any 
Thing, in God, but One, Un- 
divided Eſſence; There Could be 
Nothing Elſe, In him, but One 
Undiſtinguiſh'd Love: And There- 
fore, the Same Love which he 


ing, gh him, A Crea- 
rures, Every One, 33 ion, 
and According to his Deſerts; 
And he has not Done Leſs for me, 
Than he would have Done for 
Himſelf, Had he been Under 


Fatal Condition to which I am 
Reduced. 
This Love of the Bleſſed Jeſus, vn. 


of 
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of Divifion: Almigiiry God, Re- 
gards me wich the ſame Tender-. 
nels 


and Charity, as he does all 
the Reſt of my Fellow Crearures; 
He has Suffer d no Leſs, upon 
my Single Account, than for 
them ALL; And he is as Much, 
Mr Gov, Mr Saviour, and 
Rrorrurx; As he is of ALL the | 
Won p Put T. : Inſomuch 
that I may ſay, Wich the Holy 
Father, St. Bernard, Thou Art 
All Entirely Mine, O Amiable 
Feſms ! And Thou wy Laney 
Sacrificed for My Wants ! Wi 
the Holy Apoſtle I may Call 
him, My Lord, and My Cod 
As if There were not any Other 
Soul, in the World, but Mine, | 
for which he Gave his Life: And | 
Although he Communicatcs him- 


ſelf to Mankind According to the 


Meaſure and Quality of choſe 
| Diſpo- 


Diſpoſitions, which he Finds in 
3 cauſc he will not Offer 
1oleftice to the Freedom of their 
Rational Nature; ' Yer it is very 
Certain, that of his Own Good 
Will, He is Always Ready to do 
as much Good, to Every Parti- 
cular Soul, as hc has done to his 
Moſt Holy Virgin-Mother : For, 
| as * Sr. Chryſoftom has Obſcrved, * Fm 
Tt i Always bu Own Fault obo. 
| Receives but Little of what He 
A Monk It Cannot be 
Doubted but that the Goodneſs 
of God is Infinite; ſo that, the 
ſmall Return, we meet with, from 
Our Prayers, docs not Proceed 
from the Deficiency of God's 
'_ Goodwill, But from the Unfir- 
\ nels of Our Diſpoſition: If God 
Grants but a ſhort Bleſſing to his 
Creature, It is nor Becauſe his 
Love is but Indifferent Towards 
8 4 him, 
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When the Bciſed Jelus Labourd 
in his Agonies, upon the Croſs, 
I was then Preſent to his Know: 
ledge, which is not Lels Infinite 
than his Love; And he made 
Oblation, of his Sufferings, to 
his Eternal Father, for all my 
Tarticular Wants, and Neceſitics, 


2 if he had Underwent His 


Bitter Paſſion Only for My ſake. 
That he Might Become More 
Like to me, He has had no Re- 
card for Himſelf: He Conceal'd 
All his Ineffable, Reſplendent 
Brightneſs, and the Majeſty of his 
Divine Perſon, that he Might be 
Capable of Subjecting Humſelf 
to all Thoſe Abaſements and 
Humiliations that he could go 
N without Sin: He Paſt 
for a Sinner; And was Ticated 


as 


Underwent: In a Word, This 


all his Mighty Labours 
Miracle of Sutfcrings he 


God of Love Was not Content- 


her of ſach, a Violent 
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that he never Could ha 


thro” them without Coſting him * 


his Life, had he not had Tn x 
Gov, ' within him, to 1 
him, ſuch Were his 
ty Days in the Deſart; 1. 
rours, In the Garden of Olive: 
which St. Lute calls A N 12 
which, In Effect, was a Moral 
Accident : Buc Becauſe it was not 
The Fulineſs of Time for him 
Yer to Die: Or In the Courſe of 
Providence 5 De- 
troy Him Supported his 


Let, by che Alm 
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Fiarranity By his Divine Omni- 


>otence; chat he Might - Suffer 
tore than the We⸗ of Hu- 
man Nature Could Grapple with 
or Suſtain: And, In Hu P 

On The Croſs, he Treated Hi 
Precious Body Aſter the ſame 
Manner: For Altho' ſuch Vio- 
lent Torments muſt Naturally 
have Deprivd him of His Life; 
| ighty Power of 
his Godhead, he preierv d it ſtill, 
Even Till he had Fulfilfd che 
Meaſure of thoſe Piercing Pains 


which he had Agreed to Under- 
* go Fr Our Redemption. Thus, 
At the ſame time he Caſt the 


Cloud Over the Brightneſs of his 
Divinity, chat he Might not be 
Sparing In his Sufferings; And 
Quickened his Anguiſh, that he 
Might Aggravatc his LOAD of 
SORROWS for Our fakes. 


But, 
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- for One who is Innocent, In- 
hances his Own Merit, by that 
Means, and Exalts his Own Glory; 
ſo far is he Nom 10908: uy 
thing, Upon this Account, 
ther One Way or 3 Bir 
to dic for A Wicked Wretch , A 


Criminal, An Ungrateful M/- 
creant , who is ernally Pro- 
voking his very Friend, and Bene- 


factor, and Makes uſe of the very 
Favours 


| on 1 
Favours he Receives at his hands, 
0 his Diſhonour, 
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Nothing but Tr Love of Our 
tens Codd Polity fe ali 
to Comprchend and to Perform: 
For Whilft ue Were Enemies to 
God, The Eternal Father, Gave 
His Only Begotten Son to 
For us, 7 che Son of God, 
Fulfill'd what Was T Writen, 
Him, In the Volume of the B 
and OrrERING up, HI Au- 
s ELT, With Joy: And Gcd 
TAE Hoiy GurosrT, this 
Celeſtial Fire, Kindled the Flame 
S 2 Uncor 1 

in tho Everii ving Fat 

and Son Unoreate ,- By which, 
we Poor Sitful, Mortals, arc 
ſtill Beloved, Notwithſtanding 
* Our Unworthincis and De- 


merits. 
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Face -and HB te Yinegas: an 
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the Salvation of Mankind iu cena 
quifate mend Pain the Humanity, which 
was then ſi Ne and Tender 9 
For, as dur Blaſſed Lord kadnever. 
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Sent 


"Theſe Sad: Ideas muſt needs have been very 
ſe to him, Yarle i Eeral Prue op 
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Outwardly! apparent, — 
the Gaitles — — that it 
wis not more tad Srcible upon bim, at 
ky tu 5 chu in — of which 
— if 
. ofthe Incarx are V. 
Wong, was Attended with a moſt Profound 
Humility, i moſt Ardent Love; n moſt Severe 
Afiftion,: and An unboumded Merit which wis 
Jo acceptable to God, that-it Sufficed me Gp 
Redemption of all Mankind, And Prevailed 
the Eternal Faber, from that tune, to Revake his 
Sentence, And the Commend. He had 
| his Son, 2 
and Set him on his own Right Hund: For the 
Merit of this one Action, of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
was Sufficient to Waſh. away the Sins of the 
whole World ; 20 Oblterats.cnl Wige them 
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from the firſt ham of his Life, he would by 
| pmntong 


his Obedience moſt 
.” ewe Treats bithe Divine 
favs he could ſpeak but even befiire he was Born! 


| — But it was 
rk Sodficiont e Ep his Love for ws! Be- 
Hold what a Nee is come to Save us! What 
a Lad whats Friend have we, that has Done 

Wha mia Tralitable lnftrufdicn, x 
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mands of God, e Eftabliſhedse whole Building 
ofthe Chriſtian Faith and Datflrine; Andas he 
would not after a fingle moment of his Liſe to 
1 him witheus' An Entire Submiſſion to God 
Father, 2 
every Anticle'of outs, which we do not Conſe- 
— to his Service: Let us Cunſider then how 
— — 2 — in the 
Requiſites of Nature, as Repoſe and Suſte- 
nance, beſides Idlenets and Sloth, and what is yet 
more to be ILamiented, how many of our 
Lives aredoft while we Proftitute our Bo- 
dy and Soul, to Criminal and Sl Actions, and 
all tho& other ExecrableCaurſes which 
the Soul from God | — 1 —— 


— — — 
to our own Salvation, which has coſt him 
the Coldneſi 
of our Souls, on this 
and the Trifles which take up our minds 
our whole affeftions to prevent us in the 
Love of our with the Fervency of 
his Zeal to Suffer for us, and the Rigorous and 
Severe Anguiſh He has Voluntarily Endured for 
the SatisfymgGods Juſtice forour Ti 


fach a Price! If we do 
and 
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ourtblves'at M nete Sent, withi out Fabes 
Covered ln ont contre 
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Will, cac | ha Sicily oy een 

fay only this, th eur Bleſſed Saviour In this 

Sacre Form-he Jef ws our Jiri ln 
Duty of Prayer, has Equilly gitenus 

for Our Obedience, | as well as arcInſtruftion 

our ications, In that Part ot-itiwhere we 
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it is in Heaven. For the Sams in Heaven nat 
deſire and do the Will of God, - In thoſe 


to Gods A an 
them, We "to Content — 
Quadrate our Wills, Ever, in Conformity to the 
Divine Pleaſure, But we muſt Afpire to that 
Perteition of Obedience as to Submit our very 
Thoughts to his Determination. 

The Wortdis full of Maxims,Eftabliſhed,and 
as it were, Conſecrated under fuch Specious Pre- 
tences,of Honour, Obligation, and as would 
almoſt ſeem to juſtify the Practice of em, tho 
they are directly Contrary to the Law of God! 
Aud from the Degeneracy of our we are 
Prone to Receive Theſe as ſo many Motives for a 
Dilpenſation to our Obedience under the Pre- 
tence of Gods Glory, and his Service, which 
makes it Eafv for a Man to Impoſe upon his own 
Soul, unleſs he puts himſelf very much upon his 
Guard. Let us Beleech Gol therefore with holy 
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Dwell in; 7 tho' Adam forfeited and Loſt 
this Garden of Delights, by his Tranſgreſſion, 
Cod did not Change his Purpoſe towards him; 
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—— of Thins n 
Dt any rw poſſible for me to 
do, 1 Adore thee! AndO! br. x porno 
cording to my Will, to pay Adoration to Thee In 
Amazing Myſteries of Thy Love, 
which has Induced Thee'to 
My Salvation! I am Defirous to fix 
my Love on Thee with all my Soul ! to Serve 
Thee with all the Faculties. and Strength wich- 
in me; And to be wholly and Entirely Thine ? 
But alas! All that | can Offer ar pretend to de- 


wte 00/Thea, SNething tn Compariſon ts chute 
Infinite Menczes with which Thou haſt 
ed me and been before hand with me ! * 


Thou Son of the Living God! Haſt leſt the 
Boſom of thy Father, where thou didſt Dwell, 
Before Time Began ; where Thou waſt The 
Eternal Word, God of God, E to The Faber 
In thy Divinity, In thy Majeſty, In thy Omni- 
potence, In thy Exceilency, in thy Wiſdom, 
—— thy Immeiturte od perf 


Nag 5 
11 + 1115 111 
0 1 11 


13 
Miſery! lam 
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thou Life of my Soul ! Thou Wouldeft not Suf- 
fer a Single moment to . without 
Enduring ſome pain for my But as for me, 
How Willingly Would 1 Run Thro* my whole 
Life, lathe — 4 
233 I make to 
my Gods, by Sacrificing my Heart to Them, 
which Ought to be devoted to Thee Only; from 
Whence I am Become more than Wretched for 
Refuſing Thy Comforts for them ! 23 
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Condutt 


Senſe, of the Errors and Folk 
Of the Continuance of their Exile from Thee; 
of Zeale for thy Glory ; And the Salvation of 
ir fellow Creatures; If their 
tency, to Accompliſh what thy Love and the 
ſ of theic Deſires to fulfil thy pleaſure, 
ire them with, be as it were a Contmual 
Unto them ; If One Single Spark 
of this Fire, which Comes from Thee, but gets 
within them, the Illaps Conſumes them thus; 
What does the whole Force and Circumambi- 
ence of this Divine Flame In Thee, O 
Lord! The Impatience, Expedtation, the 
Delay with the whole Plenitude of Productions 
from this pure, Unmixt Fire of thy Gracious 
Endearments:! | 


Haſt thou No place 


upon My 

and Heal 

fatal and So Numerous about Me! 
At what a diſtance do I find my Self driven 

from O my God! And How has The 

my Lite been the Reverſe of Thine ! 


As, from the Motions of thy Divine Love, 
Thou Doſt W_— 


Rantly 


[ 50 ] | 
ſtartly Does the Love of this World Separate 
me, and Keep me at at diſtance, from Thee! 
1 Run, with an Inſatiable Appetite, after theſe 
Sublunary Enjoyments; 1 am Tormented when 
I cannot Compaſs em; or when I find 
Cannot anſwer the Cravings of my Soul? Wi 
Impatience do waite for them, and with Eager- 
nets 1 Purſue them ; But tis with a Diſquietude 
and Trouble that 1 Enjoy them, and Loſe 
them with A Reſtleſs pain and Anguiſh ! And, 
*tis but juſt that They ſhould give all theſe 
Torments, Since they Separare me from Thee, 
who art my Only Reft, my Life, and my 
Supreme Good ! Miſerable Creature that 1 am ! 
Altho' I know the Vanity of all theſe Amuſe- 
ments, and Trifles In my Way; yet, O my God! 
do not underſtand Either what I am, my Self, 
or What Thou art; Elſe 1 ſhould die with 
Regret and Sorrow, that ever I have Eſteemed 
Thee lefs than the World, or Quitted Thee 
for any Other Fnjoyment for One Moment! 
How do I ſtand obliged, Eternally, to Cele- 
brate thy Mercies! For Alas! Where ſhall I 
be without Thy Preſence ! Whether ſhould I 
Wander, wert not Thou Omnipreſent, and 
In all Places! Could Any Bounded Gopdreſ 
be Ever able ro Support me ! How times, 
O my God! Since Thou haſt Enter'd Into my 
Soul with a deſire to Dwell There, and to 
Earich it with thy Graces, have I driven Thee 
from me without Bluſivig at what 1 had done, 
ard without Regard to Thee, that I might 


make Room for my Exorbitant Luſts; to 
give them the Domizion In Thy Stead ? 
Thou Saweſt it, O Lord! How Far — 


1 
| 


ö 


jured Redeemer, Ready to for- 
— * my Ungrateful Relapſes and Deviation 
from Him. Thou, O my Deareſt Lord! Haſt 
again Received, and A of me, Thou 
haſt Given me a Gracious Welcome ; Thou 
haſt Inſpired me with thy moſt Comfortable 
and Wholſom Counſels; Thou haſt filfd AN 
my Soul with Joy at thy Return Into me ; 
And, after all this, I have ſtill the Inflexible 
Obdurancy and Ingratitude , Not to Devote 
my Self, Intirely, to thy Love! 1 Return again 
to my former Vicious Inclinations; I go on to 
Eſtrange Thee from me, by new Tranſgreſſions, 
and make it my Choice Rather to Offend and 
Grieve Than to Enjoy thee ! 

Is it Poſſible that I ſhould be Yet alive; 8 
my God! And How Can 1 Reflect, upon 
theſe Inſtances of my Folly and 1 
e lhewdy Preſence, and Not Sink 
down and Periſh with Grief and Shame! O 
Thou Infinite Mercy! O Immenſe Goodneſs ! 
O Eternal Sweetneſs ! How Many Motives haſt 
Thou, to caſt me, for Ever, from thy Preſence ! 
to throw me Headlong into Hell, and Give 
me up to the Fury of thoſe Infernal Spirits! 
Thou haſt Infinite Reaſon ; Bur thou haſt Not 


The Will, to Precipitate me Into This Gulph of 


Miſery and Torment ; But, Inftead of that, 
Thou Beareſt with me „ 
Canverſion, Repentance ; Thou Se 
Sullereſt me to as Ya „ 

2 


IV. 


V. 


Soul, Into That Celeſtial Fire which Flames 
. In Thee! Heal me, 


thy Hand, yer Sti 
Soul! In what a Deſperate, and 
Condition am Lwhen I forlake Thee! 
1 am then Without Life; Without Strength; 
Without Light; Without Soul; Dead; Help- 


leſs; In Outer Darkneſs, and Degenerate Into 


Malice and all Wickedneſs; A Slave to Sin, 
And The Author of it! All This is too little 


mage 
And ſhall 1 never Behold my 
Danger of Loſing Thee ! Pardon me, O Lord! 
Forgive me ! My Divine Saviour ! Forgive me, 
Thou Lamb of God, Whatever Thou dof 
find Dif in me! Give me a Broken 
Heart, that I may look Inward, 
with Contrition and Sorrow ! 
them All, And my Self with them, 


y and 


O Lord! And make me 
Goin, ant Cine om Views wa 
Into thy Purity and Holineſs, and Perfect the 
Eternal "Purpoſes of thine Inflaite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs to my Soul. 

When ſhall I See my Self In ſach ſure Po 
ſeflion of thy Love, that I may Truly Say 
Thou art My God, My Soul, My Lord, My 


All | have All from Thee, And 1 am All 


[ 53 ] 
Thine! When ſhall 1 be ſo Wiſe as to De- 
ſpiſe All the Pleaſures and Fleeting Enjoyments 
of the World, fo as to Defire Nothing But 
Thee alone "When ſhall 1 be © Suffici- 
ently Weary of This World, as to Abhor, 
much as 1 have Loved, its Temptations ! At 
this Moment I Burn with Eagerneſs to Love 
and to gs Thee, O Thou Life of my Life! 
Grant that this Fire of my Love t6 Thes, may 
Never be Extinguiſh'd ! And that The Suf- 
ferings with which It would Recommend it 
Self to Thee, may Try me, but Not Extin- 
9 32 What wouldſt Thou have 

Deareſt Love! Let All, that 

15 1555 Ever Ber rd My Heart upon, to this Mo- 
ment, turn Againſt me, thar 1 may turn to 
Thee! It is my deſire to Break with All the 
World; And to have No Enjoyment, No 
Reft, but In Thy Embraces ! 1 Renounce them 
All for thy Love! There 1s Nothing that I 
covet but Thy Self, My Saviour! To Thee [ 
Yeild; And, There, I Devote my Self without 
Reſerve: O Make me to go thro' whatever 
Thou ſhalt Pleaſe! The Sharpeſt AMittion 
ſhall be Sweet Unto me, Since it is Thy Love 
that fixes me to that Cross | 
Teach me,OLord! To Carry Theſe Weights 
of my Fleſh, that I Offend not Thee, that 
1 loſe Thee not for ever! wort Audigy 
go Much for Thee; And Infinitely mor 
to Prize and Value Thee, than All thoſe Ti Tri- 
fles which are Nothing In Reſpect to Thee; 
That I may Count Nothing Loss, but the 
Want of Thy Favour; And Nothing to be 
Gain but only Thy Love! That 1 may Ab- 
hor every thing that would Separate Me from 
E 3 Thee; 


of 
Life, of my Inclinations, and my Actions 
me find Thee out ; Let me Sigh and Pant after 
Thee; Let me Unite my Self Unto Thee; 


Comfort but In Suffering thy 
the Performance of thy Bleſſed Will. 

Forget, O Lord, the Sins that I have Com- 
mitted ! And Vouchlate, Graciouſly, to Be- 
hold the Good Deſires Thou haſt Inſpired 
me: Thou knoweft better than any One, what 
Anxiety The Expedtation of what One moſt 
Ardently Longs for, Cauſes to the Soul : 
Haſt, O Moſt Amiable Jeſus! Come 
Quickly to me! And Unite me Cloſe Into 
thy Self; For I am Impatient with the Deſire 

the Fruition of Thee! Come Lord Jeſus ! 
Come Quickly ! And, with thy 
ſence Diſpel the Darkneſs and 


- 


ind; And O! Let Its Greateſt Pain be, 


thy Coming! O Holy Love! 
wilt Thou Accompliſh thy Merciful Operation 
in me! Muſt it needs Be, that Thou ſhouldſt 
be Always taken up In Sacrificing this Innocent, 
Immacculate Lamb, to Pain and Torment! 
Wilt thou not alſo Undertake to Subdue, and 
Tame this Savage Wolf, that I Offer to Thee! 


And ſhall 1 never See my Self Quite Chang'd 
Into Thee, and Poſſeſſed of Thee 

Is it Any Wonder that I ſhould So Ardently 
Breath after Thee, O Thou, who art The God 


of 


— — — _  — 


In | 
on me: For Altho* Thou didſt dwell So 
In 


. r ö So 4 
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of my Heart? Alaſs I am Undone without Thee! 
And Thou Canſt find Nothing More In the Poſ- 
of tne, than the Satisfaftion Thou takeſt 
Loving me, And Accumulating thy Bleflings 


ilence; Tho' Thou didft 
as Thou Mightſt deſire to 
Nine Moneths of thy Life, 
id paſs them In Unattive Idle- 
; Thou didſt Employ Al th Time, Un- 
der a ſenſe of my Sins,and The Judgment due to 
them; And Ih the Vouluntary Oblation of thy 
Self to God the Father, to be an Attonement 
for them, Thereby, to Obtain the Pardon of 
My Offences, and to purchaſe an Imumereble 
Store of Bleflings for me: 1 was, at that Time, 
Preſent to Thee; And Thou didſt Love me; 
And thy Love, from that very Hour, Called me 
In, unto. Thee, to be Umted to Thee, and to 
Enter Into the Freedom of thy Service : Thy. 
Nouriſhment and Growth, and All the drops of 
thy precious Blood, Secreted In thy Veins, 
were Offered to God, thine Fternal Father, for 
me: - Every Moment of thy Life Renew'd, 
afreſh, and In Thee, freſh Deſires 


Obſcurity, 


to Suffer, ſtill on, for my Salvation. 


What Couldft Thou have done more for me, 
O my Saviour! If I had been Thy Chiefeſt 
Good as Thou art Mine ! 1 Adore thy Bound- 
leſs Love! So Univerſal, and So Particular, In 
Every Reſpect; So Primitive and So Modern; 
So Conſtant, and So Renew ing; tis Impoſſible 
for Words to Expreſs my Senſe of thy Stupen- 
dous Goodneſs! And All that I can do is to 
Stand In Amaze ; In Admiration, and Silence, 
In the Contemplation and Idea's of it. 

WS; How 


with Thee In Love ! Yet at Leaſt, Let me 
; And, Let me Anſwer, In the 


— 
Energy of Love! And my Very Deſires, 
towards Thee, are, Themſelves, The Operati- 
3. | | 


my 


f 


va the Deep © 


Soul, and my 
of Poſſeſſing 


after the Felicity 


ilt Thou Inf} 


Breathing, 


me with 


Strength, 


Thee ! When w1 


whole 


Aut 


1 


My Life 


Celeſtial Fire, O my Saviour 
my Moſt Amiable Redeemer! 


Dives 


1725 
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ily, fix'd and |Uriced 
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Divine Contemplation 


OnThe Moment our Seviow's 
* Bleſſed | 


Adore Thee O Word Incarnate ! O Son of 
The Living God ! 1 Adore Thee O Thou 
rue God! who art Cloathed with my 
and to my Miſeries! Thou Art, 
Come, 0 4. 
Saviour of my 


W es Hh Thon 
Help, md Ref of 


27 
Glory in ds that Only, Turn Thou 
Haſt Dwelling Place, Since Thou art Be- 


come The Companion of my Exile! Let No 


However Excellent and Noble in its 
Extract now diſpiſe me; For, In ſhort, I do not 
Adore Even the Angels of God, No! But The 
Angels, Themſelves, Adore Man ! Thy Long 
Wind for Hour, Is Come! O Fountain of 
Living Mauer! 0 Thou River of 
Mercy ! And Thou art to Over-Flow the 
World with. the Treafures of Heaven! Thou 


—— 


4 — 
_—=— 


Our Tranſgreflions; And Layeſt the 
Burden of Our Mi upon Thy Self! Thou 
art Come, O Thou Bri of Our Souls! 


And thou Appeareſt full of Grace and Truth! 


But Oh ! What is This Grace ? And with what 
Traths 


„ 


* 


ts 2 
—_—_— 


thy Truth to the W 
Give thy Self to us, that Thou didſt Come to 
Seek, and to Save that which was Loft ;; Io Succour, 
and Relieve us, with thy Preſence ; and didſt 
Thy Self, In All things, ile unte : 
There is None but Thy Self, Alone; of Such Ve- 
racity and Truth, in Every Thing; For Thou 
never faileſt to Perform thy Promiſes, ln the 
time Appointed for their uhment. 
At That Time, when Thou Seemeſt far 
us, Thou art Near at Hand ; And Thou 


vation and Life, and Plenty, Peace, and Hon- 
our, and the True Happineſs of Soules Which 
T bou Cameſt to Scek, and to Save the World ! 
No; Bleſſed Lord! Thou art not Come 4 
I ou doſt not Leave thy Treaſures in Heaven; 
Thou haſt Brought down” thy Riches with 
Thee ; Thou Looleft nothing of thy Self, by 
taking my Nature upon Thee; And 1 Ought 
not to keep my Self at the Greater diſtance 
Thee for fear of thy Majeſty, and Glory; 
Since I Behold Thee Incompaſſed with my 
Miſeries! 1 Embrace Thee, therefore, O my 


God! And 1 Love Thee! Becauſe Thou art 
my Blis, The Fountain of my Happineſs, 
The 


wich, 


of it! Save me, 


j 

15 : 
11275 Ph 

2 - 


Inſtrument 


by thy 
my 


Means 


ture, Prevaile with Thee, alſo, to have 
paſſion of that Nature which i 
Weak and So full of Corruption In 
Thou art Wiiling to Shew, O 
That All thou doſt, among Men, It is A 
if it were for Thy Self; Since 
come like to them ! Heal, then, 
as if they were thine Own ! 
Govern me, and Afliſt we; 
Clean, Since I am Thine; And, 
Honour of that Human-Nature, whi 
haſt taken Upon Thou wouldſt 
all Mankind ſhould be Pure, and Holy, 
and Happy In thy Fruition. I am Thane, 
Lord! By Ricur and Pvrxcrast; And, from 
the Bottom of my Soul, | Wiſh, and Long, 
to Become Thine Ix Lovt allo. Thou Seeſt 
me at thy Feet, O Lord! And 1 Embrace 
them Cloſe; And will never Quit them! 
Thou art Arr Mine! 1 Devote my Self, with- 
out Reſerve, to thy Will, For, Thou haſt Con- 
quer d, and art in Poſſeſſion, 
by thy Love! O Divine Benignity 
An Alteration, and Such a thorough Change 
In me, That Thou mayſt Say alſo to me, 
Thou, Poor, Helplets Creature! Art all 
Mine! O that I might but See theſe two 
Bleflings 
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Fourth Inſtance 


OF THE 


SUFFERINGS 


OF OUR 


BLESSED SAVIOUR. 
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CHAP, W. 


Te The Hardin He Endured, In Hs 
2 


HE Hour Being Come, In which 
The IxcaRNATE Word Should be 
* Born of a Virgin, and make His Ap- 

pearance In the World; The Tranſ- 
Stef be joy was So Great, that The Pro- 


3 | 


| 


| Seaſon, 

He Summon'd The Angels of Heaven to Con- 
gratulate His Happy Advent: The Other 
Even the moſt Inſenſible Part of the 
Creation, would not have fail'd to bear a Part, 
after their Manner, In this Univerſal Call, to 
Joy, had they been allow'd to do it ; The In- 
animate Part of the World, had Uttered Ex- 
ultation at This Myſterioxs Nativity, as They 
Expreſs d Horror at His Death; But, As, Our 
Bleiſed Saviour's Was to Diffuſe, over 
the World, a Spirit Entirely Celeſtial, and 
Divine, The infinite Wiſdom Decreed that 
He ſhould make His firſt A 1 

ite Oppoſite to the Vain, Theatrical 

of this World : And, Becauſe He came to 
Condemn Thoſe Pomps, aud Gaudy Pageautries 
It is too fullof, He would not Permit Any Other 
Creature to Uſher in, or Celebrate His Birth, 
Bur the Celeftial Choir. who are Ever Singing 


their Hosanna's 1d HALLELvjJaHn's + Before the + Rev. 5. 
Throne, lud To T kt Lamb jor ever and Ever ! The s- 


Bie ſed Virgin, Alone, Received Her Creator, 
And Ado ed Him, for Her Sell, Ard, In che 
Behalf o All the World, tor whoſe Sake He 
was Come: For She Alone, was Capaole to 
Perform This Devotion; And, to Supply the 

F Defetts 


tle Village w 
of the World, 


Son's Will, than her 
Bringing Him Into the 
very Unworthy A Per 
Majeſty. 


le, met together, 


here there was A Great 
at that time, from All 
le, All thoſe who 


fonag 


= 


K 
XII 


d 


il 


. 


ph * D, of His Own proper 

Refined Nature of his Glorious Body, 1 
the Leaſt Injury to her Virgin-Purity, 
Into the World, at Midnight, In a Smal 1 
But moſt Raviſhingly Beautiful, And was laid 
upon the Straw, by the hands of his Holy Mo- 
ther : And, At that Moment, ſhe Perceiv'd ber 
Breaſts were filrd with Celeſtial Milk; Upon 
ſhe Proftrated her Self, on the Ground, 


In a moſt Humble Manner, And Worſhipꝰd 


the Son Or G0, And Hen Sox: Then, 
ſhe took Him, Into her Arms, Bound Him 
In Swadling-Cloaths, Gave Him the Br 
And Remain'd, for a Conſiderable time, Wrape 
I in Admiration and Silence : And 
Here, | Leave it to the Thoughts of the 
Holy and Devout Reader, to Imagine, Tuar, 
— Words Cannot Ex preis; And, I will 
not Undertake to R =b& .y Here, what Idea's 
Foſſeſs d the Mind of the Bleſſed Virgin, at 
that time, or the Yearnings of her Heart to- 
wards her Son. The Bleſſed Angels, alſo, 
Bare their Part, at this Solemnity, by their 
Adorations ; Acknowledg ging Him as Turin 
Lonp; Calling even the Shepherds al ſo, In 
their Tri Hallelujah's, In which they 
prais d God, Sa 
eſt, On Earth Peare, Good Will towards Men. 2. 
Which Song ol the Bleſſed Angels is very 
Expreſſive, In Several Reſpects; And of Great 
Comfort to us. 


F 2 


For, 


ing, * Glory to God Ia the High- fr. Lula 


Iv. 
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For, In the firſt Place, they Inform-us, that 


the War which had been kindled and Proctaim- 


ed between God and Man, on Account of Sin, 

was, at laſt, happily at an End; And That 

_ Peace which was, 8 Cy 
abliſh'd, for Ever Bi " 

r 

Ace to U in 

of his Goop WII, upon the Terms, of our 


= Shelter'd from the Juſtice and the Wrath 


of God, by the Protection of the Incannars 
Word; Foraſmuch as The Divine 38 
finds In Him Mxxrr, more than 


chaſe our Pardon, And Reconciliation, yr? 


to Introduce us Into the Friendſhip and Favour 
of God, who will Require no more of us than 
our Obedience and _— That is; This 
Peace is the Fruit of Pr Liberality 
and Bounty towards Mankind. 18 

Thirdly, Theſe words have, Vet, Another ſenſe, 

very Correſpondent to the Love that God has 
Wines d to us, In this Myſtery : Sinners are 
Calrd, In the Holy Scripture, The Cums 


of Wrarn, of PERDiTION, and DEATH, Becauſe y 


they are Slaves to Sin; But we are 
means of Our Lord Jelus Chriſt, the Apoyris | 
CH1lDRENOrGop; Since This Happines |, 
does not Proceed from Any Merit of our om; 
But, from the Love, TG which F 
God Teſtifies unto us, In Giving us his Son, we 
are Called, by the Angels, The Men, or Cait- 


 BREN of GOOD WILL , That is, Of the Divix? | [ 
WIII, | 5 


„ 
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Wilt, which 1 Exerting it Self In 
n tf Reſpet it is, that 
The Bleſſed Angels Sang This Peace, to the Sons 
of this Fatherly Compaſſion and Good Will, 
which is The Source and Fountain from whence 
all our Bleſſings come. 

But we muſt not Suffer theſe Trizmphal Songs, 
of the Bleſſed Angels, And All the other Iuſtan- 
ces arid E of their Joy, to take our 
minds oſt, from the Miſerics, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour U-iderweit, from that time, Ian his Hu- 
man Capacity; Since, In the midſt of This, 
their Divine Exultation, His thoughts were 
ſtill fix d on Our Sa vation! He might, as well, 
Had He been ſo pleaſed, live been Array'd 
In Purple, at his Nativity z But, He Choſe, 
Rather, to be Lzid in a Truſs of Sraw upon the 
Ground, and to mect with nothing better than 
the Common Litter, which was uſed for the 
Beaſts in the Stable! Thus it was, that He be- 
gan to Suffer, for us, from the firſt moment of 
His Appearance la the World! And to fullfil 
the Prediction of the Royal 
ing Him, where tis ſaid, He ſhould be as 


orm, 
Deſpiſed of the People. 
We muſt not Impute This Circumſtance of 
his Nativity, In being Uſher'd, Lato the World, 
under fo mean a State, Either to his Weakneſs, 
or his Infancy ; Since, what He u In 
this Caſe, was not owing to the Helpleſſneſs of 
that Condition, But Becauſe He would have 
itlo; And from A Particular Determination of 
his Providence: For, Being, Himſelf, Loxp 
of the CxxaTiox, He had Decreed, That, At 


His Birth, The Scepter ſbould, go Our of THE 
| F 3 


Houss 


V. 


VI. 


Hovst Or DaviD, 
jn a Direct and Riour Line by the Holy 
his Mother, To the End, that ſhe mi 
a very Poor Condition, at that time; 


That Auguſtus ſhould make a Lift 
jets; that Thoſe which were of the 
David ſhould be Obliged to Go to Berhlebem 


a 


: 


* 
TE 


jt 
'; 


This ſhews 
us Plainly of Prov- 
dence are, Worldly 
Men; All under 
Every Circumftance of His Bi The ſmall 
Eſteem Temporal 
things, much Eager- 

s Severities with 


Til 
1 


of Sin; 
a Mortal Enemy to our Own Ha 
Quiet. 


| 3 
Danger the Carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, And 
The falſe Peace which theſe Itregula 
Suggeſt Are, In Reſpe& to Our Salvation, And, 
As They Render All the Labours which our 
Bleſſed Saviour uaderwent tor Our Sakes, = 
L. 


their Irregular — 1. Bern. 
is Conſideration A b 


* 
* 


Divine Contemplation 
Upon Our Bleſſed Saviour Nativity. 


18, At this very Moment, O moſt Divine 

jeſus! That I ought to be wholly En- 
flam'd with the Fire of thy Love! Enlighten 
my Mind with There Eternal Brightneſs! Con- 
tract the Multiplicity of my ! Recol- 
let All my Interiour Senſes, Diſpel All the Miſts 
and Darkneſs of my Soul, that I may be Able 
to Behold Thee ! To hend Thee ! To 
Love Thee! To Receive Thee! And to Em- 
brace Thee with A Heart that's Pure,and clean, 
and Worthy of Thee! How Beautiful Art 
Thou! O Moſt Amiable Spouſe ! How Rich! 
And what Treaſures haſt thou Brought us, 
Thy Nativity ! Thine Entrance Into A Wor 
of Miſery and Sorrow, How full is It of Good 
will and to Mankind! How, Art Thou 
to be, for Ever, Bleſſed and Praiſed ! O Moſt 
High God ! Who haſt De 1, from Thine 
Own Moſt Exalted State (In which Thou Art, 
Eternally, to be Adored, As Lord Or Heaven 
Ax EaxTr,).to take upon Thee the Form of 4 


Servaiztt. Come, Thou God of My Salvation! 
Haſten to me My Glory! Come; Thou Joy, 
Thou Detfire, and Happineſs of thy Helplels 
Creature! ] Adore Thee In The Subſtance of 
; my 


. 

4 I Adore That Body, That Soul, 
Divinity, That Raviſhing Love, and In- 
exprefſible Mercy, with which thou Art En- 
robed, In Thire Advert to us! Thou art Come 

Into a Deſert Wilderneſs, Barren of All 
But Thoins and Thiſtles! Thou Art In the 
Midſt of A Perverſe Generation; Encompaſſed 
wirh A World of Impure Souls; And Environ'd 
wich menn Shepherds! But Thou haſt Made 
This Deſert An Heaven, by Thy Preſence; 
And turn'd A Stable Into A Manſion of Glory! 
The Powers of Heaven Deſcend to Pay Thee 
Divine Homage and Adoration upon Earth! 
Eden, Now, 


Our Exile, from the Delightful 
is Chang'd Into a More Glorious and Pleaſant 
Region; And We Are Charm'd with the 
Joyous Acclamations of thoſe Bleſſed Beings 
of the Upper World, In this Valley of Tears, 
This Abode of Sorrow ! For Every Place is 
Heaven, Where thy Preſence is, who Art, to 
Every Faithful, and Devout Soul, The Utmoſt 
of All Spiritual Felicity ! To Thee, O Lord, 
Al things are Pure; All Things are Holy; 
All Things are Peace; All Things are Dear, 
and Delightful; All Things are Lovely; And, 

All for Ever Happy 
If Thou art Seeking us, O my God! When 
We are Careleſs and Unmindful of thee ! And, 
of Thy Good Pleaſure, Viſiteſt our Mel 
Priſon, without any Invitation, what is It that 
Thou wilt Deny to Communicate of Thy Self, 
to Him, who Longs and Wiſhes for thy Pre- 
ſence! Who, by his Sigh's ard Groaus, Breaths 
after Thee! Invites and Calls Thee That Way ! 
I make my Humble Suite to Thee, 1 Invite 
thee, Moſt Dear Saviour ! With the utmoſt 
Earneſtneſs ! 
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Require of me A Good Will that Thou ma 
Impart to me The Bleſſings Thou 
me: I Tender. it to Thee, 
offer Thee, Nothing 


wanting, Perfection! What 
Deficient, In the Weakneſs and | 

of My Will! For, alaſs! Who am I, of my 
Self! And what can I have of Good In me with- 


out thy Communication Animate, This Spark 


the Off-ſcouring of the Earth ! When, At the 
Same time, Thou art The Sox of the ETERNAL 


F e, img of His die,; And * Heb. 1. 


Zo 


H. 
Laden, Might Come, And have free Acce 
Unto Thee! And Thou Permitteſt 


1761 
Thou Shroudeſt thy Majeſty, O Glorious 
God, that Mankind may draw near to 
without Fear; And Converſe, Freely, wi 
Thee ! For, "who ſhall Preſume, wha 
_ before Thee, Unleſs thy iy Co, defend. 
ng Goodneſs, ſhall Vouchſife, Ah Granat him 
Accel That way ! Take thy Refidence then In 
my Soul, Thou Child of Heaven! And Grati- 
fie the Beſire It has to K joy Thee ! O, Take 

up thy Stay, and Dwell There ! Let it bethy 
Reſting Place, to Repole Iz me! Let me Be- 
hold the Comli eis of thy Beauty! Molliſie 
and Soſten the Hardneſs of my Obdurate Heart, 
by thy Swee”::efs, and The Innocence of The 
Lau Or Gop! And Change it, All, Entirely 
Lito thy Love; That I may Never more Se- 
parate my ſelf from thee ! That my Heart may 
Grow up with thee ! That It may Dilate, à d 
Expand it ſelf; And Increaſe In the Strength of 
an Emire Perfection, and true Devotion, To 
Love thee with Conſtancy, to Serve Thee with 
Fidelity, And to Do all Things according to 
Thy holy will. 

O Adorable Saviour! Thou Divine Won p! 
Eternal Wiſdom ! If thou Comeſt to Seek and 
to Search after Mankind, Why art thou Not 
Born after the Same manner with them ? And 

among them! Why art Thou Born In a Stable! 
Why Didſt thou not, at leaſt, - take up a Lodg- 
mg among Men! Why didft Thou — thy 
Body So luhumanly ! This was done Neither 
by Chance; nor, Out of that Infant-Weakneſs 
which Thou alſo tool'ſt upon Thee ! For, T hou 
Art Wispou UxcRrtatt! And Upholdeſt the 
Uuvertal World, by Thiuc own Almighty Pow- 
re! Thou art Born,1 haus, Becauſe It is thy will 2 
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be ſo; And, the Treatment, Thou doſt Uu- 
dergo, Is the Work of thine Own Choice ! But 
"This & Severe and Rigorous a, Treatment! 
Why ſuch Hardſhip ard fo Harſh uſage for fo 
Innocent ad Immaculate a Body ! Tis, that 
Thou might know my Infirmities, And Be- 
cauſe Thou wouldſt be the Only, and True 
Remedy to Cure them! Thou knoweſt that 
my Body and my Fleſh are the moſt Cruel 
of Mine Enemies; And that the Law, of my 
Members, Rebels, Ia me, without Cea 
againſt the Law of the Srit; And Renders 
All the Effects of thy Mercy Fruitlefs in me! 
Thou Treateſt Thy Fleſh, Tho' it is Lmocence 
and Purity it ſelf, and the Inſtrument of Infinite 
Good to me, with That Mortification and 
Severity as I ought to ſhew to mine: How 
Blind were I, ſhould 1 not apprehend what 
Thou Teacheſt me, by 


s Ee, Aron. 


This Condult ! How 
 Wretched a Creature ſhould 1 be, were to ſee 
This, and not Bluſh, and be Aſhamed to In- 
dulge my own Carnal Appetite, and to Spare 
This Enemy to my Salvation, fo, as to Prefer 
Its Intereſts before thine; And to loſe thee, 
for the Gratification of its Luſts, and for want 
of keeping it under a due Correction and Sub- 
miſſion ! 

O Thou Light of my Heart! Thou Lord! 
And Perfect Image of the Eternal Truth, In 
Every Reſpect! Enlighten me that I may ſee, 


N = 
9» LH 
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Clearly, how 1 to This Body 
of mine! Grant, alſo, that the ſame Love, 


which Brought upon thee this Exceſs of Suffer- 
mgs, for my Inſtruftion and Cure; May Create 
In me a New Spirit, that I may Learn ung 
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unruly Enemy my Fleſh 
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Our Lord hows CurisT. 


vated did md 


CHAP. V. 


In the Tears which He Shed for 
Our Sins. 


HE firſt Thing Our Saviour did, 
\ WW upon his Coming into the World, 
- TH was to Wr, accordug to the 
— commiou manner of Infants, at 
A their Birth: And this affords Mat- 
ter of great „ To ſee The Son of 
the 


(8: ] 
the Living God thus Conceal his Eternal Wiſdom ; 
The Word IncomrnenuensBie, who is E- 
nergy of Exiſtence , it ſelf, and of all Produ- 
Hon, 

were, 


in the Arms of a Woman * As all theſe Appear- 
ances of His Impotence and Weakneſs, were 
defign'd on no other Account but to expreſs 
his Exceeding Love to Men ; They furniſh the 
Devout Soul , with a moſt 
Subject for its 


deſcention : For , the Reaſon why This Di- 
vine Infant ſhould Weep, at his Nativity, like 
the Reſt of the New-born, is far different from 
that of Cuſtom in human Nature: The Royal 

Prophet had foretold, of Him, that He ſhould 
* Pf, 69. be & Conſumed by the Zeal of God's Houſe, and for 
9. His Father's Glory, even fo far as to take upon 
Himſelf, the Load, and Expiation of the Sins 
. % Senſe 2 
Pungent upon His even upon hi En- 
trance into the World, ( to feel the Weight of 
All that Infinite and Numberleſs Generation of 
Sins, which the ETz& N ar Won, at that 
time, ſet, in a full View, before his Eyes) that he 
burſt into Tears, That very Moment, ſeei 
what a Painful Life He was to Travel thro, 
with what a bitter Death He ſhould conclude 


— AS — — — — 


— 4 


L 83 ] 
According to the Witneſs of that Great * Apo- * Heb. 5. 
Me, That They were Heard of Him, and Ohl 
his Favour for u, and Mcrited the Forgiveneſs of 
Our Sins. 
For, whilſt Our Bleſſed Saviour, was fo En- 
tirely taken up with Our Miſeries; And his 
Bleſſed Soul, with All its Faculties and Powers, 
Remain'd United to the God-Head, whom 
He moſt Clearly Saw, His Sacred Cheeks were 
Bedewed with Tears; His Heart was Pierced 
with a moſt Quick and Lively Sorrow for All 
the Sins Committed from the beginning of the 
| World, or that ſhould be, to the Conſumma- 

tion of All Time and Ages. 

As He has never Spar d Himſelf, In any thing, II. 
when He was on the Wrack to Witneſs his 
Love; When ine Earth was Soaked with his 
Blood, which came, from Him, as Drops of 
In the Garden ; It may Rationally be 
Suppos'd that He Sprinkled Every Place of his 
Devotion with his Tears. And that According 
to the Words of The Prophet, He Þ Moiftened his 4 pf. «, 
Couche Every Night with them, And prepair'd . 
Himſelf, by this Bath of Tears, for that Bap- 

tiſm of Blood which He So Vehemently Sigh'd 
| after; But, tho' we may form an Idea of the 
0 itual Courſe of theſe Precious Tears, He 
So Conſtantly Shed for us, yet, No Words 
Can Expreſs with how much Anguiſh , and 
Bitterneſs of Soul, They Diſtill'd from Him; 
| As the Effects of A Grief ſo much the more 
| Quick, and Exquiſite, as it was Inward and from 
|. the Deep of the Soul. | 
It is Impoſſible, for Any, Except thoſe who 
E AZtually ence the Torments of a Wound- 
ed Spirit, to Conceive how Infiuitely they Ex- 
G 3 ceed 


Do Bat i bo the Real f fright- 
ful Image of it, the Heres, It would Create 
*. were Euough to Coſt him ts Life : It 
true, that God has this 
Scene to Some of his Srvaus : But, —_ 
1 7 Compaſſion, to Spare their Weakne 
and Inſufficiency, He Diſcovers this Frighefil 
Viſion to them, In This 8 View, but for a 
little Time, and with a moſt Powerful Infuſion 
of his moſt Holy $ I 
Altho' This Enlightu 
make them Clean, and Purifie the Soul ; His 
Aſſiſting Spirit, Always, is at Hand, And 
Keeps Pace with Them, for their Support, and 
to Suſtain them : Neither Does He Diſcover It 
In its Full Terrors; But hides Some Part from 


3 Servi 
One thinks This too Horrid An In- 
gainſt Sin, Let him Caſt his Eyes on 


Guilt, of Our Tranſgreſſions, has not 
thought it too much to Purchaſe the Expiation 
of 'em at the Ex 


The Bleſſed Son of God, having therefore, 
taken Upon Him, to Satisſie, and make Attone- 
ment for the Sins of the World, of whoſe Num- 
berleſs Multitude and Aggravations He had 
Such a Parfett Idea; It is Eaſy to Imagin, with 
what An Exquiſite Reſentment, and Bitterneſs 
of Heart He Lamented and Bewayl'd them: 
For tho' They were not his Own, but Others 
Sins that he Deplor'd ; The Bitterneſs, of His 
Paſſion, was not, In the leaſt In Him, 
upon that Conſideration ; Becauſe, thro' the 
of his Love, He Bare them as if They 
had been his Own; And, therefore, He was as 
Senlably Aﬀetted, with As if He had 
Committed them, Himſelf; Beſides thar He, 
not Only, Saw the Natural Conſequences of 
Sin, and what Diſorder and Confuſion It had 

VYy3- Brought 


Altho' there may be Many Reaſons Gi 
why We, All, Naturally, Come Into 
World, with Tears, and Weeping; Particularly, 
As we are Born the Children of Wrath, And are 
Baniſh'd Into a far Country, Very Diſtant from 
Heaven, the Proper Reſidence of joy and Hap- 

eſs; And as we are Sent Into a State very 
— and Uncertain, In which we fthal 
Run Great Riſques of loſing That Bliſs, for 
Ever; And where we muſt Needs be 
to a Thouſand which will never Ceaſe 
to Purſue us till we ſhall be Arreſted by the 
moſt Dreadful of All Evils, that is to Say, by 
Death; Together with the Kazard and Doubt- 
ful Condition of our Souls, In Reſpeft to a Bet- 
ter State; Yet, As we are Born without the 
Capacity of Reflection, we can have no ſenſe 
of our Unhappineſs, Nor know, till we come 


afterwards to the Uſe of it, what Great Reaſon 


we have to Lament the Miſery of our own 
Condition: But, as for our Bleſſed Saviour, tho 
He came into the World, Indeed, A tender, 
Little Babe, In Every External Article of Form, 
and Shape, and 1 nce, like us; Altho' 
He made his firſt A , In the World, 
as the Offspring of our firſt Parent, Adam; 
yet was He, at the ſame time, filld with the 
Plenarty of Wiſlom aud Knowledge, As God; 


And, therefore, He Lamented The — 


- —»— — — 


Regt and the World; 
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Condition, 
Fur Sexsg, Ilona of All that can be Con- 
ceived, as the fatal Reſult and of 
thoſe r 
Juſtice of God, and Brought 
the Curſe of em All, upon Mankind! He Saw 
the Tyra Ind Oppreſſion of * 
The Diſſoluteneſs and 
Wg of Human Paſſions ; The Inſenſibility 
and & of Heavenly Joys; The Re- 
and Averſion to holy thi The 
Vi and Amuſements of Worl Cue; 
The Numberleſs Generation of Evil 
of Criminal and Vicious Deſires; Unfavoury 
Words, and Vain Diſcourſes ; And The Unwar- 
rantable Treſpaſſes of All Mankind, who had 
ever Lived, to that Moment, or that Ever 
ſhould be Born, Even to the End of the World : 
He Knew that There could be No Other Means 
to Cure All Theſe Evils, and Redeem us from 
ion, but Only His Mercy; And to what 
Great End He had, So Willingly, taken upon 
Himſelf, to Satisfy and Artone for the Sins of the 


Whole World. 

But nothing went ſo near him, and Touch'd 
His Heart fo Senſibly, as His Fore-knowledge, 
there would be 


of the little Uſe and Advantage 
for us 


made of his bitter and Paſſion, 
Sinners; And how Ungrateful Mankind would 
Soul, to have 


Prove : It ſo Pierc'd his ri 
Theſe Melancholy Images before him, that His 
Eyes were Become two Rivulets of Tears which 
Continually Glided on, and Flow'd with a Cur- 
rent even to the Mercy Seat, There to Quench 
and Appeaſe the Wrath of God, juſtly Incens'd 
againſt us! For, Our Omniſcient Redeemer, not 
G 4 only, 


of our Sad, 


881 
only Bebeld the Condition of Man- 
kind in General, But He had A full View alſo of 
the Particular Offence and Guilt of Every Single 
Soul; So that there is not a Man but 
Ought to Contemplate This Scene, and, In his 
Meditations Thereon,to Look upon Theſe Drops 
of Heaven, Theſe Tears of our Dear 
as A Balm of Shower'd Down for His 
ſake; To Take them 7s a Treaſure, in which 
He has a Share ; To joyn, in Humble Acknow- 
that Himſelf, amongſt the Reſt of 
his Fellow has been the Cauſe of | 
them; And to Diſpoſe and Qualify Himſelf fo 
25 to Become a fit Object for that Remiſſion and 
Forgiveneſs, which his moſt Gracious Redeem- 
er has, By Theſe Merits, Purchw'd for him. 
V. It Pleaſed God to ſhew the Prophet Ezekiel, 
Ia a Viſion, A moſt Stately, and Magiaticent 
*Ezech. Temple, la which there was a * Fountain 
47. 1, $+ Living Water, which Spouted from the Right Side of 
the Houſe, and had a Healing Vertue in it; Iuſo- 
much that Every Creature that Came Near it, Re- 
ceived Life. Now, By the South, or Right Side, 
of the Sanctuary, According to the ufual Phraſe 
of the Holy Scripture, Is meant the Power of 
God ; * By the Spring of Theſe Waters of 
Life, The Treaſures of his GoopxEss, 
That are to be met with, In the Living Tem- 
le of the INVETTAELE Divinity; that is, In | 
4 LoD AND Saviouk Jesus CurisT, Be- | 
cauſe, Ia the Body of Chriſt, which He Him- j 
ſelf Calls A Temple, Dwells the Whole Plenarty | 
and Fulueſf of the Ga- head; And, that, at his | 
Nativity, He ſhed and Ifued forth, from Both 


his Eyes, as from two Wholſom , Salutary 
Fountains, A I orreut of Living Water, 
whole 


Great Occaſion of Joy, that He ad pꝓrocur d, 
for them, by his own Sorrows and Afflictions: 
"Tis Natural to Pareats to Drudge, and under- 
go a thouſand Difficulties and Pains that their 
Children may Enjoy themſelves, and Live 
without Care or Trouble; And Juſt fo has our 
Dear Lord, and moſt true Father Behaved 
r us: He _ have us to be 
Merry and Chearful ; Enjoy A Life of Ea 

of Pleaſure, and Conteatment , whilſt Be 
Alone, is, Himſelf, Labouring, and Suffering 


and 
Teaches us a 


eeping for our Sakes. 
The Holy Scripture 


Great Truth, when It tells us, that Þ is 4 Barre. Ecclcſ- 


to Go Into the Houſe of 
the Houſe of Feaſting , Not Only Becauſe the 
Jollity and Pleaſures of this World are followed, 
with Bitter, and Sadneſs, or Death, Cloſe In 
their Retinue; But Beſides, There is, Generally, 
Among the Jovial Delights and Amuſements of 
this World, A Diſ-regard and a Forgetfulneſs of 
God, and Eternal Salvation ; And, They Bring 
Men Into Such Supine and Inconſiderate Blind- 
nels and Stupidity , that thoſe follys which 

Naturally 


ing than to Go Into?” ** 
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Tranſgreſſions of their Soul, 
have 3 againſt God, 
Heaven, and the Danger They are In of 
Death and Damnation. 
We Find Nothing of All This in the 
ble at Bethlehem: There is Nothing In This 
Houſe of Mourning, where the Bleſſed _ 
; — 
Spiritual Joys; Celeſtial Benevolence; An Holy 
poſed of Afary and Foſeph, 
Shepherds; whoſe Buſine 
There, was to Bewayle the Sinfulneſs 
Curſe of Sin, To Scorn and Deſpiſe vain Plea- 
ſures; To Work out their Salvation, and to 


Ly 


2, 


Regale themſelves with True and Solid Com- 


forts: 


1 


Are the Reſult of Surpriſing, and Sudden Joy , 


our Bleſſed Saviour Shed, Proceeded from 
Same Original: For, Alcho cas not 


for Him to find a Deficiency of any Good, 
belong'd to Him, As H ehends, 


Is the Fullneſs of All felicity ; Yet He is, Not- 
withſtanding that, Senſible of the Privation of 
iſes 

Blefling, we Recover, In, and thro' 
Thus, He is The Companion of Our Sorrows 
and Tears; As well Thoſe which are drawn 
from our Eyes by our Afflictions, as thoſe which 


by the Concern and Intereſt He Takes In all 
appineſs and Misfortune. 


Any Part in our Saviour's Tears: For a Chriſti- 
an Ought to be Apprehenſive of ing ſo 
much as the Ie hi 
Prompts us to Give Up with Eaſe, to the 

geſtions of Thoſe Carnal Appetites, ien 7e 


Unworthy a Soul Deſign'd, and Form'd for the 


A —.. 


VIII. 
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For from Thence Ariſes that Indolence and falſe 
Peace, that Sooths the Soul In Its T 
,W e is f 
no Offence againſt 18 m uire a 
Tear; —2 * 
the Hour of Death or to be Cd to Judgment. 
Men, too Often, look upon That as a H 
Day, In which They have Gratified their 
Brutiſh Luſts, and Defires ; Whereas, If, In- 
ſtead of That, They would but Allow them- 
Telves a little Time to reflect upon the Ex- 
orbitant Emotions of their Hearts, and the 
Precious Time They have Sacrific'd to the 
World, 
They would find Great Reaſon, to be Afraid 
that Chriſt „ 4 7 K Precious Tears In 
vain, upon ir Account; Unprofitably in 
Reſpett to their Poor Souls! And leaſt they 
ſhould one Day find themſelves, Regiſtred 
among the Number of Thoſe, who are Conſign d 
to weeping and GxaSHING Or Trrru For Exvxx. 


O How much more Wiſe and Happy is The 
Condutt of a Servant of God, who, Living ſe- 
ed from the World, and Deſpiſing all Vain 
and Inferiour Enjoyments, as Unworthy of his 
Soul, Mingles his Tears with Thoſe of his Bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer! And Reliſhes Thoſe Spiritual Re- 
paſts which produce, and wait, in this Life, thoſe 
Bleflings which ſhall follow in the next! How 


much mote happy He, who, being Contrite for 
his Guilt, joyis himſelf, together with his Sa- 
viour, to weep and to Lament, with him; And, 
thro? Him, to Obtain the Remiſſion of his Sins! 

| How 


to the Vanities and Follies thereof; 


$955550005000080956008999 
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Divine Contemplation 


Upon The Tears which Our Bleſſed Cu- 
viour ſhed, at His Nativity, for Us. 


ROM whence Proceed Theſe Showers from 
thine Eyes, which flow in ſuch a Stream, O 
divine Infant Thou Who art the Comfare of 
T boſe that mourn Why doſt thou ſo Diſſolve 
Thy Self, and Pour forth thoſe Floods of Liquid 
Sorrow, ever fince thine Entrance into a Sinful 
World; ſince the only End of thy Coming was. 
to make Us happy The Angels made Heaven 
Ring, Rending the Air with Ecchoe's and Ex- 
ultations of Triumph! They ſung the Glad Ti- 
dings of Great Foy, to the Shepherds, upon thy 
Birth-day ! And they Proclaun'd A JuBiLzs to 
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Mankind, Becauſe they had a Saviour Born! 
And that Gracious Redeemer is thy ſelf ! Thon 
art He! This Saviour ! O Amiable Jeſus ! Thou 
art this Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer! And 
yet, amidft All Theſe Shouts and joyful Accla- 
mations, Both in Heaven and Earth, Thou on- 
ly weepeſt, And art Mourning by thy ſelf! 
How ſhoulft Thou be, for ever, Praiſed, O my 
God! How Bleſſed and Ador'd! Who 


Interrupt the mighty Wor 
Moment! Thou weepeſt 

for us; Thou wouldſt forget 
Conduce to Our 
foreſeeft that many 


nitent Magdalene, will waſh thy Feet with their 
Tears, thro? the Senſe and of their 
Guilt, Thou art reſolved to be Before-hand with 


them, in ſetting Open the Rivulets of thine 
Eyes, Before thy Father, to Prepare the Divine 
Goodneſs to iveneſ(s; to Render Him fa- 
vourable of to us, and Conſecrate and 
Sanftifie our Tears with Thine Own ! And thus 
art Thou Come into the World, to Begin That 
Sacrifice for Souls, with thy Tears, which, in 
_ the Cataſtrophe of thy Life, thou wert to Com- 
Pleat and Finiſh with thy Blood. 

What ſhall 1 Give thee in Return, O Thou 
Eternal Object of my Soul's Delight, for all the 
Beuefits Thou haſt Done unto me! Like us, upon 
thine Entrance into the World, Thou Expreſ- 
> 47 by the Bubbles in thine 

yes; important Subject of thy Tears is 
vaſtly Different from the — 


; ns we are Born, Becauſe 
into our Place of Exile; — 
Hither, of , : we 


—— 
of this painful Life! And altho” 


- — Signs 
| —_— before thine Eyes! Thou 
—— | Occaſion of the Curſe; The World 

— Sin, that is laid upon thee; IT 
an Injuries that has been Atted a — 

= hog 922 The Perdition (of choſe 
—_— ) of Souls; Their Hidden, 4 
A > The Clouds of _ 
with which They are overſhadowed 


, 
; 
i 
fl 1 


But becauſe we ſind in thee this , Sove- 
reign, and true Redreſs to all our f 
Want; Therefore it was Thy will, chat all che 
Earth ſhould Rejoyce at thy Nativity; and that 


[97] | 
Adore thy Goodneſs, for thy Concern and Zeal 
in procuring ſo Efficacious a Cure for my Soul. 


As the Holy Prophet has juſtly repreſented 

' thee, How netous tre Thee end jagatione for 
the Prize ! Who couldſt not Stay even till thou 
couldſt but with thy Tears, even in thy 
ſwadling Cloaths, didſt provide and purchaſe 


Celeſtial Treaſures, the Mercies of God, and a 
thouſand ſpiritual Graces for ſinful Men! O 
thou heavenly Bridegroom ! My Soul's Love ! 
O 


ate Father, to a wretched Sinner ! 
With infinite Reaſon mayſt thou ſay that the 
* Children of the Bridegroom cannot weep ſo long as * Matt. g. 
He i with them; but they ſball Lament when He i015. 

| taken from them, becauſe they are deprived of his 
Sight: For, ſo long as He is preſent with them, 
He takes care to enquire into the Wants and Ne- 
ceflities of his Family, and to comfort them 
with his Graces, whilſt his Children ſport them- 
ſelves and Bask under the Indulgences of the 
Parent: And juſt ſo it is, moſt dear Lord! That 
from thy firſt Entrance into the World, it was 
thy Indulgence to Rejoyce and cheer our Souls, 
whilſt thou waſt weeping for us, and that we 
ſhould throw all Our Care upon thee, whilſt 
thou waſt labouring and in Sorrow, by thy ſelf, 
3 _ to procure our EVERLASTING Joy and 

icity. 

But Alaſs! Thou didſt not only begin thy 
Days in Tears, O! Lord of my Life ! But thou art 
going on in the ſame Mournfal Way; and find- 
eſt no Relief, no Ebb to this Torrent of thy 
| Grief but by thy bitter Death upon the Croſs 
Thou paſſeſt away thy Days and Nights in 
. Prayer; Thy r 
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this World, which Vitiate 
I may Relliſm nothing but Thy 
! I may Nauſeate Thoſe 
which have Occaſion'd 
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Vices, for 
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Immenſe Goodneſs ! Who art Ever 
Bear with me! Always Bountitul, 
In heaping thy Bleflings upon me ! 
Deſperate Condition ſhould 1 be, were 
that Thou haſt Pity on me! When ! 


| 


4 


Liberal 
a 


= 5 


4: 


£ 


y 
Bemoaned, my Self for; But, even, for Thoſe 
ranſgreflions, that I have Pretended to 


very T 
Repent of, with ſo Great Coldneſs and Indiffe- 
rence ! For, alaſs! Have I ever been ſo Sen- 
= RL of ty Love, os when Lame 
Depri any Temporal Delight! With 
what a Senſe of Sorrow NT Loſs 
of A Father, or a Brother, or Indeed of Any 
Other Relation, or Friend, who cannot Deli- 
ver me from my Miſeries; And whom, Sooner 
or Later, I muſt part withall! But loſe Thee, 
for ever, by my Tranſgreſſions, who Art my 
Supreme Good ! 1 Forfeit that Eternal State of 
Happine, for which 1 was Created, And This 

"0-0 Ruine 


= 


7 


3 7 
J 
8 


I con- 

hap- 

; How 

SLES Broili r Soul by pm 
ing - 

ficial Effrontery, and Contraltion of my Brows ! 
How does it Grate upon my Mind to Suffer, In 


my Honour, or R on! And with 
Extreme Uneaſmeſs, and Pain, Is i 
Behold Any One, In Greater Eſteem 
rafter than my Self! How do I paſs my Li 

Merriment and Recreation ' And Careſs, and 


£ 
1 


my 
doing that which will Rob me of my 


Hopes for Ever ! Being Completely Wretched 
and undone upon This that I cannot 
Bear to be Curtail'd of the ities of 


Ruining my Soul, and Acting thoſe Vices, which 
muſt, At the Same time, Eftrange Thee from 
me, for Ever; Even Thee, who Art my Only 
Felicity and Bleſſing. 

I am Weak and Feeble Under Every Temp- 
tation; Overcome with the Leaſt Conflict or 
Struggle; Slack and Remiſs to Good; But Au- 
dacious In Evil; Void of Light ; without Cha- 

| rity 3 


Quiet Conſcience! And In a Word, without E- 


very — vGcet and Eligible ; But what 


from Thee; But, All This, wh 4 
r- che Matter ! 1 am without Thee ! The — 
True Life of my Soul ! 1 Behold my 
1 0 II Aud, 
Touch'd with it All this while! 

itten ! I do not Melt Into Tears In 

1 A Thou, O Divine Jeſus ! 

Father, My Brother, 
of 


My Pil- 
Ky Glory, My — nr My Con- 
My Supreme Felicity ! How is it, 
am uot Aſhamed to le my 
fo Inſen- 


Put an End, O Lord! To my Miſery, and faf- 
longer to continue in this Blindneſs 
Sa- 


fer me no 
and Inſenſibility of Soul! I have 
criſic d a great Part of my Life to the Cares of 
the World ! That which Remains is 2 
much to purchaſe a future State of Glory in 
Let me, at leaſt begin now to enter into | 
Service, moſt Gracious Lord! For | am Broken 

with Contrition for my Sins; And I humbly 
crave that I may without diſguiſe bemoan them, 
and lay my Guilt before thy Mercy Seat! 
But it is from your Streams O ye powerful 
Floods, that fill the Soul with Heaven, to turn 


H 3 my 


ye 

r 
Earth, ſo do ye 
even to deſire thoſe 
there are Rivers of P 
will that bleſſed Hour = 


intercede for ! 
that T 
Sorrow! 


gain, the Paſhon 
From Rerce it is, 


to Thee, Sends them In pu 

ly Lament the Sms that have! 
from Thees they Rejoyce when Thou Vouch- 
iateſt to Communicate, thy Self unto them, 
and are not able to Refrain from Tears On Both | 
Sides : For Grief, when They Loſe their Vital 
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me to make my humble Addreſs to thee; to 
my Adoration and Love to thee, re he 
—_ COTE ſhed for my ſake! —* 
there is ſomething in that ſtill 
Guſhing from thine Eyes, * the Blindnetz 
and Darkneſs of my Soul will not 2 + 
underſtand! Do thou, O Lord, doſt fo 
throughly know me, and who ſeeſt into the Bot- 
tom of my Soul, 12 all my Sores, and take 
from me allche Evil in me, which makes thee 
to weep for me; and Vouchſafe me all thoſe 
— things, thoſe Divine Graces, and Bleſſings 
Elch thou defireſt I ſhould poſlek. O That I 
did but underſtand how much better tis to go 
imo the Houſe of , than into the Houſe of 
Mirth and Feaſting | Since The Tears and Sor- 
rows of this Life are ſo inftrumental to produce 
the Inconceivable Joys of the other ! Thou art 
come into the World, O my God, in a poor 
and Low Condition; And thou haſt given up 
thy precious Life, with a Groan in bitter An- 
guiſh ! And thou art He who will wipe away all 
Tears from the Eyes of the Juſt made perfect, 
whilſt thoſe Libertines, who ſquander away their 
appointed Ti ime, here, m Mirth and Jollity, 
ſhall be caſt down, in a Moment, Irre HTL! 
I had therefore rather, a thouſand times, go 
with thee into thy Stable and there lament and 
bewail my Condition with thee, than with the 
N1MRODS 4 TrxanTs of the World, ſpend my 
Days in Court Luxury, and ſenſual Entertain- 
ments. There are no Enjoyments without 
Mixture; ſomething interwoven in them, of 
Bitterneſs and Sorrow; And the only pure and 
unmix'd Pleaſure a Soul can taſte, is to mourn 
with chec! The Righteous, who as their Days 
N 


[ 103 ] 

with thee in Tears, who are breathing, inceſſant, 
after thee, find the fullneſs of Conſolation in 
thee! Grant me gracious Lord, that I may be 
one of that little Number. O blefled Moment! 
in which, whilſt the Eyes are Bathd in Tears, 
the Soul is encircled in thy tendereſt Embraces. 
Take me then into thine Arms thou heavenly 
Babe ! That we may weep together, Thou in 
thy Love for me, and I out of my Love towards 
Thee! Turn me unto thee O Lord, that I may 
thee ! Comfort thou thy ſelf with me, 

that I may find Comfort and Satisfattion in thee ! 
O give me to Taſte of thy Sweets! How great 
Bleſſings doſt thou impart to thoſe that mourn 
with thee ! How true is thy Word wherein thou 
haſt aſſured us: How bleſſed they are that mourn 
after this manner ! Take from me, then, my 
moſt dear Lord, all the vain and Glitteri 
Pomps of this World ! And © let it be thy Pro- 
vidence to Give me Tears and Mourning for 
Portion here, that I may, in the end, meet wi 
the glorious Recompence of Reward, even the 
Comforts of Enjoying Thee to Endleſs Ages. 
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gun Bleſſed Saviour has Not 


: IE Only Undertaken the Conqueſt 

2 2 of Sin, whereby He Purchaſed 

Cory we had Loſt ; But has alſo | 
Left us thoſe Examples, of Ver- 


for us that Divine Grace, and 
tue, In which we may See, Clcarly, Both the 


FF 


Tera 


Ought 
ſelves, and of That Domeſtique Enemy, 
rent In Us, which is So Forcible to Rob us of 
Our Eternal Happineſs. 
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HE 
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Erett 

i with the 
Utmoſt Architecture, to Model them 
LS * 
the Eye with the moſt Luxuriant Proſpects: 
Theſe They and Spacious 
Dufts, and ing, with 
their Wi orks, 
Cr. A with 
the Ri . 
. 

A ulgencies, 
by the moſt Conſummate Skill and Arti 


: But as we 
to An Enemy, But too Well Entertain'd, tho 
Both a Rebel and a Traitour to the Soul, The 
Holy Fathers, to prevent this Diſorder and Ex- 
cels, have, by the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt,Contriv'd Community's and The Abſtract- 
ed way of A Monaſtick Life, where, In Re- 
trenching All Exceſs And Superfluity, In their 
Little Apartments Ii their Diet, and In their bit, 
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5 Yet, By Theſe Inſtances of Our Bleſſed 


Gmes, © faile In The Common 
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— which Ihe Almighty, of His 
— Inſpires us with, and Beſtows up- 


Greater 


8 
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F 


dus Siſters, of whom Palladins 
ccount , After They had Liv'd, 
Some Conſiderable Time, Immur'd within 
Il, All Open at the Top and Without 
Being ask d, How it was Poſſible for 
to Subſiſt Under So and Se- 
Confinement z Anfwer'd, that They 
ſo Charm'd and Raviſh'd with The 
ir Spouſe, that the Flames of 
, to Him, And their Ardency to 
im, Drown'd All the ſenſe of what 
They Outwardly Endur'd! Were but the 
Worlding to Know ; Were it Poſſible, for 
Him, to be Senſible, with what SypIARITUA T 
Reeasrs God delights the Souls of Thoſe, who 
Quit the World for His Sake, It would make 
Them Deſpiſe their Dear, Pernicious Pleaſures; 
But, As This Sacred Truth _— 
thro' Example, than the force of Words, 
it Suffice, In this Place, only to Give this Short 
Idea of the Secret Enjoyments of the Religious, 
even In This Life, that They Paſs their Days 
with much More Content, Under All their 
Indigence and Aufterity of Life, than The 
Children of the World Do, Amidft the Over- 
flowings, and In the Strongeſt Tides of their 
Luxury and Abundance; And, that they would 
not the Serene of Their Condition, for 
All the Pleaſures the whole World Affords, 
No; Not So much as A Single Momert of 
the Penance Go thro', In Conſort, and 
. Uniſon with Tho — £ 
There 
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PT IV. 5 the World 
are not So Abandon'd, to It, as to 
Enjoyments to the Deſtruttĩon of 

Nor So ferveut In their Love to God 
fake ALL and For low Hin: 9 whe 
I am Now Speaking is not fo Immediatly 
Applicable to Them, as to the Other, w 
are more Canſummate in their Love to 
and Breath more Ardently after the 
of Chriſtan Charity; Yet Nothing is 
tain than that Thele have ſome 
In the Sufferi : 
moſt Convincing Reaſons to Adore his Good- 
neſs upon this Account: For, So Great is 
the Indulgence of his Bounty to us, that, at the 
Same Time that He Goes before us Wadi 
In Affliction, In the Utmoſt Extremity, a 
_ Such a Bright Example of the moſt 


ted vo AE 


— * 
He Diſpenſes 
All Thoſe Tempora 
on P 
fix them, So far In our Hearts, As to withdraw 
them from that Obedience and Love, We Owe 
Him: So that, Altho' A Chriſtian Man, May 
Indulge Himſelf, In Some Meaſure, with the 
Good 1 of this World; Yet, & Jo Low 
He Keeps within the Bounds of his Duty re- 
the Bleſſed 8 And I ding 
within the Compaſs of his Own 
Sphere, and Uſing Effectual Precautions, that 
the Gratifying his Senſes Does — 
Ee 


«© 


1115 J * 
Can Raiſe, out of Theſe Stones, Children unto Abra- 
ham; Roſes out of T heſe Thorns , And Good Frut 
out of this Barren Land, This Heart of Serility 
And Beſides, There is another Way where- 
by Thoſe, who Live In a Moderate Enjoyment 
of the Good Things of this World, may Secure 
God's 3 And that is, Often to Apply 
Themſelves to his Mercy Seat, And There, 
with a Proftrate Humility and Confuſion of 
Face, to Repreſent, Before Him, their own 
Softneſs and Luxury In Compare with the 
Auſterities, Perplexity, and Wants of Their 
Saviour; To Implore his upon their 
Unworthineſs; Aud the A ſſiſtance of The 
Divine Grace, to Conquer Every Oppoſition 
would Deſtroy the Love of God within 
: For The Love of Our Indulgent Sa- 
towards us is of So Tender a Nature; 

zes the Abaſcment and Humility 


Our Firſt Parent was Condemn'd, After his 
Tranſgreſſion, to Eat his Bread In the Sweat 
of bis Brows ;, that is, He was Sentenc'd to the 
Miſeries of A Painful Life; To Spend his Days 
In Labour and Fatigue; And to Reap but Little 
from that Growd which God had Impregnat- 
ed with Brambles and Thorns; The Bleſſed 
Jeſus has Undergone This Very Curſe in the 
Various Paſſages of his Auſtere Life; which 
has Been but One Continual Scene of Labour 


and Sorrow out of His Stupendous Love to us ; 
But Alas! He has met, after all, bur with very 
I 2 ic 


48 * 


9 L116 1 | 
litle Succeſs, of All his Mighty and Amazing 
Works, thro the Prevention of our : 

and Wickednes! He Has Sown the Seed of 
Life In an Un Land, which has, of 
itſelf, Brought forth nothing but the Fruits of 
Death and Eterual Perdition and Damnation. 


Divine Contemplation 
Upon The Tears which Our Bleſſed Sa- 


wvrour's Shed, at bis Nativity, for 


us. 


1 T fJOWComes it that Thou Doſt not Melt 


is Celeſtial Fire, In which 
Art Totally Abſorp'd, be 
ing upon Thee! Lord! 
Send Some Little Spark, Even Into My Soul 


Deſtroy ; And An Infinity of 1 
! It is True, that I Adore Thee, 


[1171 
Thou Heaven-Born Child! Thou haſt Raviſh- 
ed my Soul! My Supreme Benefattor ! Thou 
art Always The fame, And Thus Little Infant 
Body, Thou haſt Aſſumed, Cannot Poſlibly 
Conceal, or hide from Our Amazement, thine 
Abundant Riches ! There: Nothing Im 
or Weak, II Thee, But what Seems 5o to Our 
Human, Shor*-Sighted View ! But what willt 
Thou Do, Then, whe: this Lovely, Little 
Form, ſhall Grow Stronger, and be Fortied 
to Endure Greater Sorrows? Si ce, lu the Ten- 
der eſs of its tielpleſe lufancv when it Required 
So Great Care to Nurſe it up, Thou didſt uſe 
It with Such Harſh iefs and Severity ! All Soft 
and Tender as it is, I See How it Quivers with 
Cold; And 1 ies upon The Hard Growd! And 
Thy Providence has had No Care to Mitigate 
the Rigour of the Seaſon, Nor to Diminiſh 
the Severity of Its Diſtreſſes: The Sacred Vir- 
gia is In ſuch A Miſerable State of Indigence, 
that She has hardly what is Sufficient to Cover 
Thy Nakedneſs; The Stable, where Thou art 
Laid, How Is It, All, Expoſed to the Wind and 
Weather ! Without A Spark of Fire to Warm 
' Thee; And where Nothing is to be Seen, but 
An 1 af Want, oo An Univerſal 
| . » 3 

Privation of every thing Neceſſary 
Thou Leaveſt not thy Work Imperfeft, Moſt 
Divine Saviour ! As Thou haſt Be vun thy Life 
In Miſery and Sorrow, Thou Traveleſt on, to 
Its Laſt Period, After the fame Manner : All 
Along, Thou haſt Choſen That Self-Denyal 
which Fleſh and Blood Abhors ſo much! For, 
How Often has the Morning Sun Beheld Thine 
Eyes Swollen In thy Head ; And Thy vp 
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Pale and Wan, with the Pinching Cold and 
Froſtineſs of the Night ! How many Times, 
Thy Hair and Thy Veſtments Moiſtened and 
Wet with the Rain and Dew ! How often Has 
Thy Precious and Tender Body been Bath'd In 
Sweat Under the fatigue of thy Pilgrimage and 
Journyings to Seek That which was Loſt! 
Thou Saweſt, when Thou Didſt Create The 
World, and Range the Seaſons In their Proper 
Order, Thou Kneweſt, Then, How Thou 
ſhouldſt, One Day, be Expoſed to the Sharp- 
nels of the Winter, the Calentures and Sultry 
Gleamings of the Summer ; And, Thou haſt 
Witneſſed, By Theſe very Sufferings, that It 
was thy Choice, And Thou Waſt for 
Them, with as Stroag an Appetite _— 
of Deſire, As the Libertines of the World Are 
In the Enjoyment of their Delightful 

and Stately Manſions They have Built. 

O Father, Moſt Merciful to Our Souls! 
Thou Lord of the moſt Perfect and Eternal 
Truth ! And moſt faithful Companion of Poor 
Diſtreſſed Sumers! How very Different Art 
Thou from Thoſe who, Themſelves, Bear No 
Parcel of The Burden they Load others with ! 
Even Before Thou Couldſt Speak, Thy Suffer- 
ings had A Voice; And Teſtiſied Aloud for 
Thee! Thou Beholdeſt How I Spend my Days, 
In Soothing and Indulging this W retched Body 
And, How I Labour with Perpetual Cares, and 
Auxiety, About That; Even 1o far, As to for- 
get Thoſe Inward and Inviſible Comforts and 

nj nts! Submitting to That very Fleſh 
which Endeavours my Lols of Thee for Ever! 
How I have Yeilded up Into the Arms of fo 
Formidable an Enemy without Refuſing _> 


Graut, the more Still He Craves; The More 
I Spare Him, He is the more Untractable and 
Iting ; And, In Return for all my Compli- 
ance, and the Surrenders that I make; He 
Separates Me from Thee, My God, and My 
Supreme Bliſs! He Debaſes my Soul toGrovelin 
the Mire; And to Demean It ſelf fo, as to Pur- 
ſue thoſe Groſs and Beggarly Enjoyments that 
Are far Beneath Its Dignity; And will not 
Suffer me to Prefer Thy Glories In Compe- 
— c CONES ble Plea- 

ES. | 

O what Great Reaſon have I, then, 
This Account, to Lament and Bewayle my Mi- 
ſerable Condition! Thou Seeſt Into the Bot- 
tom of it, O Lord! Have Mercy on me! And 
Correct me Not, In Thine Indignation ! Thou, 
Only, Canſt Look Into the Inward Receſſes of 
my Heart, And Behold the Wretchedneſs, 
which my Soul, Enfilav'd by The Tyranny of 
my Fleſh, Labours Under ! Should I Spend 
Every Moment of my Life In Penitence and 

Sorrow, my Repentance would be ſtill Incom- 
plete; A Thouſand Sins would Remain, Still, 
to be Lamented! And after Each Inftance 
of Thy Forgiving Mercy, for what is Paſt, I 
ſhould have Great Reaſon to Tremble at the 
Profpett of my future Guilt. 

Help me then, Gracious Lord ! And Secure 
me Againſt my Self! Thou Knoweſt what 
Reaſoa I have to dread Thy Judgment, for 
having Proftituted my Precious Time In Con- 
14 triving 


Mean, In their Luxury, about their Ap- 
parel, The Magnificence of their Palaces, 
Mauſion Houſes, In Inventing All poſſible Con- 


Ane Poor, Arr” bd 
A Altars, O Are Neg : A 
Faile, Even In thoſe Neceſſary Articles that 
they Call for: And, As to my Self, Since my 
Return to Thee, Iuvited by Thy Grace; And 
Even, Since Thou art Entred Into my Soul; 
What Reception have I Given Thee ! What a 
Room have I Prepar'd for Thee ! With what 
Purity and Cleanlineſs have I Received Thee! 
O Iatinite , and Boundleſs Goodneſs! Who 
Art So Patient to Forbear me ; Aad So Ready 
.and Eaſy to Forgive me ! | 

Altho' a Single Moment of Thoſe Raviſhing 
Delights, which Thou Im to Thoſe that 
Love Thee, were Infinitely more Precious than 
All the Pleaſures of The World ; Yet the Sen- 
ſualiſt takes Much more Pains In purſuite of 


The Falſe and Dec itful Enjoyments, than 


have done ur II y True, and Solid Comforts : 
My Soul is So Pic reed, and full of Grief and 


Conuſion 


b 


80 Bountiful In thy Mercy! 1 
without Ceaſing, To Provide 
my Ir But Alaſs ! It is Little or No- 
that I Do for Thee ! And, my Miſeries 
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Thy Comprehenſive Gerdes. Lord, Ap 
my Behalf, to Love me, to forgive 
For Thou: and to Bear 


things of this World, and Only Reſerveſt the 
ge er and icegry of my Hear unto thy 


When will the Bleſſed Hour Come, when 
the Vi and Ardency of my Soul towards 
Thee fall Supply the Weaknets of the Outer 
Mart 0 T Divine Love! Who Art Able 
to Do All Things, Do Thou Rule my Heart, 
and Work Thy Miraculous el 
Lord | Give me an Abſolute Dominion Over 
my Self! And Altho I am not Able to Under- 
— theſe Trials of Afflictzon and Self Denyal, 
According to Thy Moſt Heroick 
and Paſſion, Do Thou Inſpire me With So In- 
ſible A Thi, After Ri is, That 1 
may, at leaſt, have the Will, and A Defire to 

Do Much for Thee, whilſt Thou art W 
out Infinite Bleſſings for my Soul ! Take Away, 


from me, ed et 
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am Already Thine In Right 
Let me be So, Too, In Love, 
Ever! 

But, Here, Let me Preſume 
which Is It, that moſt Torments Thee, 
Coldneſs of the Seaſon which Thou haſt Cre- 
ated ; or That Froſt and Ice which Thou Seeſt 
In my Soul ! Both of Them Beſpeak Thy Sut- 
fering, O Lord! Teach me, Then, to Under- 
ſtand Thee, and Obey Thee! I well Perceive 
that Thou Endureſt the Sharpneſs of the 


Winter to Expiate my Effeminacy and * 


FLY 


| 


Arrows of thy Love ! 
Become of me, O Thou Ineffable 


Extremity of Cold and Heat, As A 
, who to Refreſh Himſelf 
when He Gets Home; And, when Thou En- 
tereſt Lito This Heart of Mine, tis On 
aud Reſt thy Self, as In Thine Own 
Houſe ; Thou Wouldſt Willingly find a Ten- 


Thou Requireſt Nothing of me, My Graci- 
ous Lord ! But what Thou Thy Self Wouldſt 
Do for me; For Thou Haſt Created me for 
Thy Self! And, Thou haſt Given me a Heart 
that Can find No Reſt out of Thee! Thou 
Wouldſt be The Center of All my Wiſhes ! 
And It Appears, that Thou haft Put me Into 
this Place of Exile for No other Intent but that 
I ſhould Aſpire and Breath after Thee! But as 
Thou haſt Decreed that I ſhould Bear the 
Burthen of This Life, In View of The Haven 
lam to Arrive at, Like A Pilgrim who Travels 
thro'a Dry and Barren Country; Suffer me 
not to Stay long upon the Road! Ah! Bleſſed 
Lord! Thou Preventeſt my Wiſhes! I Per- 
ceive Thee, Already Preſent! 1 find Thee 
Within me ! Comfort, Then, my Broken Spi- 
- Tit; FortifieIt, and Let It Rejoyce from oy 

1 


VII. 


Miſery 


Taſt The — 8 of thy 
Thou wouldſt Fix Thy 
and Thy Delight 
my Heart, All Ice to Thee; ini 
Any Other Love, Thou Art Jealous to the 
or 


Quick; But, when the Place is Empty, 


Ready to Receive Thee, 
upon thy Self, as Well Rewarded f 
Pains : How Often haſt Thou 
Door of this Heart, without Its 
to Thee, Thou Eternal 
has It Driven Thee away, 
been Let m! How Many Times havel Rather 
Choſen to Undo my Self, than to Enjoy Thee ! 
Wherefore Do I Live, My God! If I Live 
not Unto Thee! Put an Eud, O Lord, to my 

! And Since, Notwithſtanding All My 
Requeſts, Thou haſt, Yet, Endeavoured to find 
An Entrance lato My Soul ; O Let thy Recep- 
tioa be, at Laſt, So Fix'd, So Eſtabliſ'd 


There, that Thou Mayſt Never more depart, 


from Thence, for Ever! 
Come Thou, My Hope and my Salvation ! 


Aud Drive away, before Thee, Thoſe Usun- 
PFRS who hive Invaded Thy Right and thy 


Poſſeſſion: Kiudle, there, * Fire of Thy 
Love; Secure it a; 1d, Keep It Shutt to Every 


Other but Thy Selt, And, Let Nothing be 
Tra nſacted, There, Agaiuſt thy Pleaſure : 


Above All, O Lord! Truſt me not; For 
Thou 


ang a ad A am. — 


I have Promis d: Do Thou, therefore, Work 
Thy Willla me, O Lord, Notwithſtanding All 
my Reſiſtance ; For There Can no Good Thing 
Accrue to me, But what Muſt Proceed from 
Thee ! Let not the Inteution of Thy Goodneſs 
Prevented by My Wickedneſs; Re-eſtabliſh 
Good Principle that is d lu me; 
I have Loſt; And Glorifie, 
Unworthy Creature; Exer- 
Thy Power In Thine Own Dominion! 
Mug In Thy Own Houſe ; 


Thou haſt Co: 
Bread In The Sweat of his Brows ; And, Often, 
to Reap Nothing Elſe But Thorns where He 
has Sown Good Seed : Thou, O Bleſſed Savi- 
our, who Art The Second Adam, Our True 
Father ; And who haſt No Nouriſhment more 
Sweet than that of thy Love to Our Souls; 
Altho' Thou Knoweſt that We, of Our Selves, 
Can Produce Nothing But Briars and Thiſtles; 
Yet haft Thou not, Left off, to Caſt In the 
Good Seed of Eternal Life; Aud In This Thou 
haſt Undergone The Puriſhment of Our Firſt 
Parent, Only with This Difference, that He 
Suffered for his Own Sin, But Thou for Mine! 


But, O Blefſed Lord! What Benefit Canſt 


Thou Reap by Our Love! Pardon me, O Lord! 
Perhaps, I may be too Prefumptuous la My 
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THE 


a! In whoſe Un- 


NCARNATE 


— 


THE 


Seventh Inſtance 


OF THE 


SUFFERINGS 


OF 
Our Lord Jzsus CHRISr. 


SZYELSESELSSISEDEISSISESSS 
CH A P. VII. 


In His Circumciſion. 


Ti Begin, Almoſt as Soon as He was 


— And to Give One 

a =— "The eter rr SI 
which He was to Pour out In Such a Stream, 
to Waſh away Our Sins: And, 


Accordingly, 


H E Bleſſed Jeſus Determined to 
Born, to Tap his Precious Blood; 


1 29 0 


the Eighth Day, After He was Born, In Obedi- 
ence tothe Co v £x 4 x T which God had, Some 
time, Made with Alraham, He Submitted 
Himſelf to That Law, of which Himſelf was 
The Author, Altho' There were Rea- 
ſons why He ſhould have been Exempt from 
it : For, In The firſt place, This Covenant of 
The Circumciſion was Eitabliſht as a Solemn 
Declaration of Belief, In The Meſſias, whom 
The Children of Iſrael Expetted : Now Jelus 
Chriſt, Being, Himſelf, The Meſſias Promil- 
ed; And whom They Waited for ; He Could 
not be Said to Expect er 
Nor, — — Under any Obligati- 
on, 5 upon Himſelf that Token of 
His Faith and Hope which He had, of Him- 
ſelf, by That Article of Circumciffon. 

Secondly , Circumciſion Was the SEAL of 
the Confederacy, and Alliance which God had 
Made with Abraham, by which God Almighty 
did Engage Himſelf to Acknowledge the Poſte- 
rity of Iſaac for His CHURCH, And, that 
This People ſhould have No Other God, but 
the God of Abraham, and IJſaac; All Other 
Nations of the Earth having been and 
Rejefted, Becauſe of Their Idolatrie: But Our 
Bleſſed Saviour, That Good d, being 
Come to Re-collect All The Nations of The 
Earth, without Diſtinction, Into One and The 
Same Fol D; And to Save Every Soul that 
would Live and Die In the True Faith and 
Love of Him; He had Nothing to do, to take, 
upon Himſelf, that Badge of A Covenant which 
He was to Change luto Ano her, Even that 
of Ba? T15a which Jn Proceſs of Tims He was 

K to 


4 our _ 
thoſe Refractory Diſpoſitions were Oppo- 
fite to the Love, and to the Law of God : And 
The Bleſſed Jeſus Being Himſelf The God of 
Immaculate Purity and Perfection; And Himſelf 
alſo, Come to Cleanſe and Purify the World ; 
He had nothing, In Him, that was to be part- 
ed with, on that A and Therefore He 
was Not Concern'd In This Covenant. 
As This was A Sacrament of an An- 


cient 
and Hope, 


a 
Fog 


Brightneſs of His Power, by 
Submitting the Godhead Itſelf to A Law So 
Unworthy of His Majeſty : God is So Com- 
prehenſive, that Nothing Can be added to His 
Confummate Attributes and Periettions, And 
His Excellency and Glory Seems (to Speak after 
the Manner of Man) Not So Reſplendent 
when He ſhines forth In His Brighteſt Rays, 
as when He is pleas d to hide Himlelt In 
ſmaller of Condeſcention and Abaſe- 
ment: Thus The Bleſſed Jeſus has Teſtified 
the Exceſſive Ardour of His Love to us by Sub- 
jefting Himſelf to Our Miſery's; And 
Humbling Himſelf Into the Low and Wretched 
Condition of Our Human Nature; As well as 
by The Miraculous Inftances ot his Almi 

Power and Ommpotence : And, One would 
think, This, Sufficient to Confound A Certain 
Sort of Pride So Common to the Children 
of This Generation, who Dare Sin againſt their 
God without Fear or Remorle under the moſt 
Treſpaſs ; But would appear with 
'Another Gueſs Character Among Men: From 
whence it Comes to pals, as The Holy Father 


has Obſerv'd, that * They Sin againſt God and * Bern. 


their Own Souls without Bluſbing, vit hout Shame, as N 
if their Concealing their Tranſgreſſionsfrom the World 


De Cir- 


Would make Them Clean before God ! But —_— 


Bleſſed Jeſus, willing, by his Example to Pe- 
ſtroy, in us, A Guilt So Unrealonable, and 
Unzuſtifiable as This is, Acted after a quite 
Different Conduct: For alche' there was no- 

K 2 thing 


L132 1 
thing In Him but Truth, 
He Even Conceal'd All theſe Pe 
der the Appearance of Sin; e 
ed as if He had been A Sinner; And He laid 
hold on the Salve that was to Heal the Sore ; 
Altho' He had No Wound to Cure; No Guilt 
to be Cutt off; ; That We Might Unlerſlnl, 
that He Could not Periſh for A 
Sinner, tho He, Had No Gol i Hem im; 
chat He who is Really Guilty and P 
Hypocrite with the World, is Ever Con- 
temptible before God. 

This ſhews that we Owe a moſt 
Acknow to the Bleſſed Je 
the Account ks md rn 6 
and Badge of A Sinner by Suffering Himſelf 
to be Circumciſed ; For, In All the Other Myſ- 
teries of His Life, as Well as at his Death 

Iway's ſhone thro' Every 


in Him: At his Nativity, 
Crying and Trembling, Into The World, 1; 
the Reſt of Mankind, The Angels, The She- 
regs Tho Wn om CO RO NS 
Adoration : When He was Preſented, 
like the Reſt of the New Born, In the Temple, 
The Good Old Prieſt, and The 
Proclaim'd His Divinity; When He Went 
to the Jordan, among the Reſt of Sinners, to 
be Baptiſed, Thu Os who Appear'd, 
and the Shape of A 
Dove which 
was So Diftinftly Underſtood , and St. John 
the Baptiſt; They All Declar'd and Pronounc'd 
Him to be the So x of G o Þ : When He Sut- 
ſer d Himſelf to be Tempted, In The —_— 


When He | 
the Garden of Olives, He Struck Down Thoſe 
who came to Apprehend Him, with One Single 
Word; When He was Nailed, between two 
Thieves, upon the Croſs; The. Sun, which 
Withdrew its Light, The Earthquake, The 
Loud Voice with which He cried when He 
Gave up the Ghoſt, The Centurion who Con- 
esd Him to be the Son of God, The Veil of 
the Temple which Rent In Twain; All Theſe 
o clearly witneſſed to His Divinity, that Thoſe 
very Men who Crucified Him, upon their Re- 
turn, Smote their Breafls, and Acknow 
that He was, In Truth, The Son of God. Thus, 
In all theſe Inſtances where He appear'd as a 
Sinner, He, always, expreſsd ſomething that 
diſcover'd the Godhead In Him. d 

There was No Inftance, but In his Circumci- 
fion, wherein He ſeem'd to have Him- 
ſelf ; But There Neither Angels, nor Miracles, 
could Repreſent what He was : Becauſe He was 
Reſoly'd, Ther, to Tafte, In every Point, the 
Pleaſure which He had to Behold Himſelf, In 
our Likeneſs; And thereby lay an Obligation 
upon us to Become like unto Him; And, If 


Afterwards He did Undergo Greater Pain and 
Trouble; This 


ought not to be leſs eſteemed 

by us, fince, *twas thro the Ardency of His Love 

to us that He ſubmitted to theſe Grievous Af- 

Aiftions, even So far as Entirely to forget and 

Lay aſide His own Excellency and Glory. 
K 3 


Tho! 


IV. 


v. 


cther Merit thaa to cauſe Sorrow in the Flekh - 


. 
Thoꝰ the Act of Circumciſion had Been of mo 
Our Blefled Saviour, for that Reaſon wou 
have Given up Himſelf unto it For He — 
Into the World with fo ſtrong a Deſire to Suffer 
for us, that He could not Eafily Refrain Him- 
{elf from going thro Every Article of Pain and 
r ee Lt FC ria 
e: Yet ngui I the Fore- 
skin muſt needs have been very Quick and ſenſi- 
ble, becauſe the Operation was Perform'd with a 
Kniſe of Flint, according to what we Read of 
Moſes's Wife In Circumciſing of their Own 
Children, and what God had Commanded 
Foſbus for the Whole P before their En- 
trance Into the Land of Promiſe : Common 
Children indeed Underwent the Stroke with- 
out knowing what was done to them, which 
made the Pain leſs Afflicting to them; But the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who, at that very Time, had his 
perfett Reaſon, moſt ſenſibly felt the Anguiſh 
That Wound, and let out thoſe few Drops 
Blood with the fame Fervency of his Love, as 
He would afterwards Pour it out In Streams 
upon the Croſs. 
God appointed, In the Old Law, that 
ſhould make Oblation to Him with the 
Fruits of All the Product of the Earth: And 
Becauſe His Bleſſed Son was to be Born un- 
der ſo very poor and mean A Condition, that 
He had Nothing He could call his own, not fo 
much as a Place where to lay his Head, The 
Eternal Father Requir'd the Firſt-Fruits of the 
Blood of his Well-Beloved Son! To This Our 


Bleſſed Saviour did Joyſully ſubmit ; And No- 


thing could P his ing for us, in ſo 
thing revent his Suffering for us, 


: "He Made All RN : 
Mation of Bi Will, without Car Pains 
* Id have been Par of The 

And He wou ehr : 
Goa 55 the total Ru 

=_ to Prevent 14 
Cr So much 8 a 
beg rk er It is 14 25 
Swi tow hed, oe pleted 
that tho Our Cre tk 


by Him, 


An en! PURCHASE; 
Hence i i that the Holy Apoſtle does 
how we ought to make Oblation 


23 


f 


Him, In this point, out 
Great Sorrow and Affliction, — 
a Bitter Death upon The Croſs. 
St. Cyprian-Adds that God would 
us at a Smal leſt the 
Price Might make us take 
to Sin; For, We are __ 


8 


5 


I 


if 


L 
* 


4 


by 
All that the Bleſſed Jeſus 
Stil Run On in Sin with 


1 what An Abhorrence 
nation Our Tranſgreſſions are 
Let Every One of us, then 
Diſpoſition of his own Heart, and 
Many Exceſſes He will find there, wi 
Any Shame, Modeſty, or Circumſpection; 
us Conſider, at the Same Time, 
Bleſſed Jeſus has not Spar'd the Very 
derneſs of his Infancy ; And that 
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Faithful Friends and 
| Them Honour and to ſtamp their Eſcutcheon 


ſcarcely Any Friends In the Wor 


_ God Emblazon'd any of His Servants, 


ly Prophet (. 5. 6.) had Given 
| of Wi „ Councelber, 


the Gates of Heaven; 
for Ever and Ever. 

The Son of God, by Taking this Name upon 
Him, has expreſs'd much more Love to Man 
than We can poſſibl y i 
Times God would be calFd, The G 
ham, The God of Iſaac, The Gad of Jacob, 

thereby to do 


with a Blazon of the Moſt High Deſcent to fu- 
ture Ages; But, The Son of God, ſeeing He had 
derived 
His Name from His very Enemies, Out of A 
moſt Gracious Intention to Draw them to His 
Friendſhip: And In the fame Manner that 


Joyn'ng Their Name to Hs ben, Ger hel 


led 
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from Thee, Thou haſt not omitted to 
upon 


— 


it! What is it Thou haſt found in 


_—_— 
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che Nera that 
aber: A 
All my Care is to be That Ve- 


2 In my Works, which I cannot 
Bear the World ſhould Repreſent me. O 
ES Blindneſs and Folly ! O De- 
plorable Contradiftion ! To Doat upon the Sia 
that Murders me; And to Hate the Confeſhion 
that would Heal me! To Give up my Seltto 
the Charms of Sin that I may taſt its fatal Plea- 
fares, and to feel no Touch of Remorſe, Only 
for Fear 1 ſhould thereby find the Means to 
Cure me So that Both my Love and Hatred of It, 
are of an Equal Miſchief to me; Since I am Al- 
Eager after that which I Cannot Juſtefy ; 
which I Hate at the Same Time that 1 
purſue it, and Continue to Indulge In it. 


This Irregularity, within me, is the Pa- 
rent of Another, which is not Leſs Unreaſona- 
ble: 1 am P In the moſt Eftabliſht 
Faith, that Thou art my Supreme Lord ; And 
that Thou Beholdeſt me, In Every Reſpeft : 
By Experience I am Seuſible, too, that, The 
Reſt of Mankind who See me, like my Self, 
are Weak and Miſerable Creatures ! *Tis my 
--4. ley am Obnoxious to the Sen- 
tence of Eternal Death, to which I ma f 
be Condemn'd; Ade rin ThrfenZ 
of Man, Thus, to Kill The Soul, However it 
may be Guilty; „9 


my Self; 
my Self with ſuch an 


the more De 
Over, as if they 
But, all this While, I am not Speaking 
thoſe Sad, Unhappy Dayes, In which 1 
Gave my Self up to Vice and All the Irregular 
Exceſſes of my Luſts, Even to that Degree, as 
to have no Any Check upon my Soul 
when 1 Offended my God ; But Even Ridiculed 
and Made a Jeſt of Thoſe, Whom I See willing 
to Leave off their Debauchery's and Return to 


their Duty; When I Prided my Self In my De- 
ach * ſtruction 


of 


rr 


[147 } 
In my ſhaine : I have been 
Voice of Truth, which Condemn- 
- Diſobedient to += ag 
; vicbou r or Bogart 

» that Might Reclaim 
1'if Fong at any time, as A 
ve Recourle to Any Solema 
ites of The Church; The Root of Evil 
— ha, rt wy Rowe, to Grow 
Sprout Still; The Prucip'e and Foundati- 
on of Perdition was Still Remaming; And So 
Wretched and Undone was my Condition, to 

to Doat upon Deſtruttion Rather 

than to Seek the Salvation of my Soul. 
O Heavenly Patience ! Who Underſtandeſt VII. 
All my Miſeries; All thoſe Circumſtances of 
A Wretched State that, In the Confeflion of 

118. 1 


4 K 
101 


- 


FT 
1 


Fil 


A= In Gratitude, Owe Thee ! 

merg'd and Swal- 
81 
O How ſhall It be Capable of this Bleſ- 
ling, Since it is No Leſs Plung'd In the Abyſs 
of its Own Miſeries ! Nothing Strikes So Quick 
upon thine Ears As the Voice of my Tranſgreſ- 
L 2 ſiol·s; 


755 


Let 
low'd 
But 


Still! O Thou Fatherly Compaſſion ! Pitty 
this Prodigal Son! O Thou Divine Perfeftion ! 
Cleanſe This 10 Life Eternal! Rai 
me from this Death ! Let One Drop of 
Precious Blood Fall upon me, that All 


mighty 

And may Underſtand that, However like us 
thou Appeareſt In the form of A Sinner, Thou 
canſt Change the Wicked Into Saints; And fo 
Bring it about, that The moſt poor and Wretch- 
ed of thy Creatures ſhall Become, In Thee, 
the moſt Rich, and Happy, and ever Blefled 
Sanftifie us Exceedingly, O Lord! Becauſe 
Thou Suffereſt Above Meaſure and Loveſt much! 
* $.Luke Thou haſt Aſſured us that * Much Will be Far- 
7. 47. 


given Him that Loveth Much : Since therefore | 
Thou art Labouring under ſo Great Pain and 
Travail, upon my Account, Grant me to per- 

8 ceive 
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aixythe Snantuab of Thy Love thereby; Shed 


and Diffuſe it, thro' eart, In ſuch a Mea- 
fare, that AN) my Treſpaſſes may be forgiven. 
of —— Thee with ſo much Pain 
3 , and 1 Shedding of thy Blood, that 
Hom Before that Thou waſt Born, Thou 
didſt Command An Angel to Declare That 
wert Come down to forgive Sins : Behold A 
Sinner at Thy Feet, my dear Saviour! If Thou 
did Suffer from the Eight 
Thou mighteſt be able to Continue on, 
Thou doſt Already take the Name of Saviour 
Thee, the Sooner to thy Labours 
me Moſt Dear Lord! I will Ask Thee Nothing 
more! Thou Knoweſt the ings of my Soul! 
me,that thy Sacred Name is the Emblem of thy 
Work! With That will I Run thro? All Trials 
be written upon my whole Soul ; It ſhall be the 
Conſtant object of my Eyes; 1 will Hear No 
my Senſes ; And 1 will Stamp it upon my 
Heart! By This 1 ſhall become Formidable to 
Hell; 1 
to the Bleſſed Souls In Communion Above; 
And by This Badge ſhale Thou Thy Self Re- 
not be my Saviour If 1 were not A Sinner ; And 
have Treſpaſſed Againſt God, That Thou 


my Saviour ! Thou haſt not taken The 

be Deaf to the Voice of my Mi- 

Thou would be Called J=svs, Becauſe Thou 

oh; LN 

Sorrows and Afflictions, afterwards; And ik 
i acc caries; Begin, "ls Thy Work In 
Do Then as Thou Pleaſeſt ! It is Sufficient for 
whitherſoever Thou wouldft have me! It ſhall 
other Muſick ; Nothing but That ſhall Entertain 
Fright away Evil Spirits; Be Known 

cogniſe me to be of Thy Fold! Thou Wouldſt 
L 3 mighteſt 


1150 


mighteſt be my Redeemer ; For what is it that 


This Thy This jesus, Signifies, if it 
does not te art My Salvation! 
Thou art Becauſe thou art a Saver of 
Souls; 

A Sinner ! 


Sing, O Sinful Soul; The Songs of Jeſus his 
Mercies ! Caſt off thy Fears of Every Creature; 
And, Be no longer Apprehenſive of This Saviour 
O Sing with Love, whilſt He is In the Manger 
For you ſhali change the Tunes of Joy Into a 
Dirge, when He be Stretch'd upon the 
Crols! Let not now the Subjeft of your 

be Sin, But only Warble out the Glories of His 
Sacred Name! O fweet Jeſus! O moſt Ami- 
able Saviour! O Heavenly Redeemer ! O Sa- 
oo age x 2p nay ky 1b > be 

Defire of the Everlaſting Little Hills, 

ot rod my Pilgrimage! O Saviour! 
My Father! My Friend! My Lord! My 
King! And my All! Take thy Reſting Place 
In my Heart, which Breaths and Pants with 
Deſire After Thee! And, which is on Fire with 
thy Love! It's true that tis the Heart of A 
Sumer that I preſent Thee; But Thou art M 
Saviour! Ah! Blefſed Lord! M 
Faileth me! And Since 1 cannot Utter what 
my Love would fain Expreſs; Do Thou the 
Rather Plead for me, O my God ! And make 
me to Underſtand thy Sacred whiſperings with- 


L 4 THE 


555 
7 rr 
THE 


Eighth Inſtance 


OF THE 


SUFFERINGS 


O F 


Our BLESsED SAvioux. 
CH A P. VIII. 


Tn His Flight into Egypt, and He- 


rod 5 Perſecution. 
= 1 R Bleſſed Saviour Diſcover'd 


SE not Himſelf, by His Divine In- _ 


-| fruſtions to the World, for the 
pace of Thirty Years, Any O- 
— than by His Exemplary 
Lite : During All that Time, He 
Forbore to Promulge His moſt Holy Doctrine, 
which His Immenſe Wildom knew moſt pro- 


per 


Creator: According to that Expreſſion of 
Father, where He tells us that The Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus took Our Nature Upon Him, 


Setting us A Pattern by his Own Life and 
Practice; whereas He Spent 


Steps, in His Courſe for Our Redemp- 


tion; And, Therefore, He Began the Iapor- 

tam Work from the Moment He was 

And Went on afterwards, In A Conſtant Pat- 
| tern 


* — * 
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tern of Life, In direct Oppoſition to the falſe 
Notions and Maxims of the World. 

The Common whence the moſt 
Erroneous and Mi of the Warld 
AA, is, Gor 200%, IN Renee Oy op 
to Years of Underſtanding, and to be 
ble to Diſtiaguiſh things, Generally 


they 

Life ; From _ = T7 

of Growing Great; And Laying — 
to Eſtabliſh themſelves In Eaſe and Pleaſure 


From hence tis they AK 
e and 
And look upon 't as a ſufficient 

This Exceſs In their Conduft , to 5 
They Live In A World where V 
In Faſhion ; That they muſt Live 
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of Religion; That Forgetfulneſs 
many other Enormities which fill up the 
<1 abs e 
Habitual chat 
Can be Imagia'd more: And this Hardneß of 
Heart is the Foundation of a World of Sins, 
and the very lutrodution Into A REPROBATE 
SrarE: For aſtho' the Path, which leads to 
Heaven, be ſurrounded with a thouſand Dan- 
gers 7 A Man may ; 
there is None, even 2 
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As The Wiſe-men were Addifted to the Stu- 


dy of the Stars, and Profeſs'd Aſtrology ; He 
Sent A Blazing Star to Guide Them, and Bac 
litate Their : Thus, God, In the U- 
ſual Courſe of Our Condeſcends 
to the Circumſtances of Our „ and 
r His Ends, According to what He 
— 282 wn 
2 If; Aud, As An 
Father, who is Senſable of the Hiplotek 
of his Child, He makes Uſe of Every Thing 
that may be liiſtrumental to Our Salvation. 


There Appear'd, then, in the Sky, A New 
Star, different in Subſtance, In its Sphere and 
and Motion, from the Reſt; For, This was 
not form'd of that Celeſtial, Refined Matter 
Are ; Bur, As a Meteor Of Air or 
Fire; Nor Fixed to the Firmament, But 
Hanging In The Middle of the Atmoſphere ; 
And Its Motion was not from Eaſt to Weſt, 
As the Reſt of thoſe Bright Glories take their 
Cour ſe; And,Althe' it was Infinitely Small, yet 
it Appear'd Large becauſe it was nearer to the 
Earth; And it was fo exceetling Sparkling and 
Brillant, that it made the Curious Inq ui ſitive to 
Know what it Portended; And Our Bleſſed 
Saviour, ning Inward Illumination to the 
Star's Splendour, The Miſe-men found it Out, 
That There was A KING Born In JuDEa, 
to Whom they Ouvht to Addrefs Themſelves, 
and Pay Him Divi-e Worſhip. 

But, as They were but little, as yet, Acquain- 
ted with The Deſians of Divine Pro- 
vidence, They Travell'd on, without any 
other View than to fird out This NE K1 ** 
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becauſe It was of the moſt Concern to 
Them to- Save Him, He held Several Confe- 
rences with theſe Magi; Ad Ask'd them Seve- 


ral Queſtions about the Manner, the Time, and 


many Other Circumſtarces of this Strange 
7 1 Beheld, In the Skie; Aid 
what They Deduc'd from theuce to 
move them to Undertake So long and Tedious 
A In Queſt of This New Kizg : He told 
them, He was Sorry that He Could not diſco- 
ver, within his Own Proper Realm, what They 

out, at Such a Great Diſtauce ; But He 


out ich Them, Ei- 
ther City : For the 
People Inſea- 
fable Thing, which 
was Co:cern to 
Them : Sooner left the 
City, than to them A- 
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11 is Eaſy to Obſerve, by What l have been 
Speaking, How Soon The Bleſſed Jeſus Began 
to Suffer Perſecution In the World; And How 
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Terreftrial Life Deſtroy the very Foundation, 
and All the ions of That which is to 
Come; which fadeth not Amay; For, This Laſt 
is founded upon the Moderate Enjoyment of the 
Things that Perijh': It Allows us the uſe of em, 
In a Temperate Degree, But not to Place our 
utmoſt Happineſs therein: And, during the 
whole Courſe of Our Pilgrimage, we Ought 

M not 
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far as to Rob him of a Life, So Precious and 
Beneficial to the World; And, All tnis whi 
He offer'd Nothing, In Return, to 


againſt Him, 
And He Even Syapowed the GLokr of His 
MaJzsry, that he might Undergo their Out- 
rage : It had been Eafy for Him to have Retir'd 
Into Heaven, during the Determinate time of 


his Private Liſe; But He Rather choſe to Sub- 


mit himſelf, In a Miſerable World, to all the 
Inconveniencies of a Difficult and Rugged Exile, 
that we might Learn, by his Ex2mple, to E- 
firange ourſelves, and withdraw from theſe 
| things; And to Conlecrate the De- 
ſerts of Egypt by his Preſence, which were to 
Become, one day, The Retreat for Holy Con- 
feffors and Devotees to Betake themſelves unto. 


And thus it is Almighty God draws Good 
out of Evil; And, that the very Wickedneſs of 
Men Becomes the Inſtrument of that Goop- 
Wiit which He Vouchſaſes to the World; 
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Miſeries of the World, — and 
— . ry Becauſe He 7 
Below him, He fixt Himſelf — In the 
Morning z and Flower of his Liſe, to the Con- I 
of God and Heaven: In this ſenſe 
it is that the Holy Spouſe Says to Her Bride- 
Manas, BS; ff ft My Beloved ! 
All manner of Pleaſant Fruits, Both New and Old; 
that is, 1 have Devoted to Thee the firſt Years 
and Spring of My Life, as well as the Laſt, the 
Frozen and the Winter part of it : The Royal 
Plalmiſt, Uttered Himſelf, alſo, after the 
Same Manner, In the Preſence of his God, De- 
claring that He had not put off this Important 


— rec arbes his Hoary | 
Years 
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ſolution, than to Reduce the Wantonneſs and 
nce of Wild and Unbridled Youth, 
Into the Sacred Steps of a Reverend, Pious, and 
Devout Old Age. 

But The Bleſſed Jeſus, would be Offer'd up 
In The Temple, to God his Eternal Father, 
and Receive his Bleſſing Before he Retired Into 
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find, In 


166 


It may Expect from Thee ! Its | 
are Large; But, ms cannot Comprehend 
the oo of its Deſires: Its Hopes 
2 Extended to the Utmoſt ; But this All is 
and Incom to Come 
within the Limits of the Soul's ; 
Its Views are Rais'd to the Seu of Glonn 
that are IneiniT® and UnBounDEeD; But it 
can by no Means, Reach to the Extent of 
them! Thou art yet Greater than All This! 
4441 * A Trea- 
ure of much more More Incomprebenſible 
than Prfiniry, It Self! 

When 1 Lift up my Soul unto Thee,and would 
Impreſs upon it Thoſe Idea's that are W 
of Thy Majefty : Alas! Ifind 
All riſon, Greater than ALL SuBL1iur- 
TY Axp IMuENStTY, that I can Form, or Con- 
ceive : 1 do not Labour, therefore, to Com- 

prehend how Great Thou art, For that were 
Impoſible But I preſume to Hunger aſter, 

Promiſe my Self that ABrss of TREASURE 
Ard GLoRY that I cannot COMPREHEND. 


It is Sufficient for Me, Bleſſed Lord, to be 
Aſſured, Incomprehenſible as Thou art, that 
Thou art Mine: And that I am Born, The 


Vaſſal and The Creature of This Inrinire 
and BounDLrs MajesrTY and GREATNESS ; 
O that My Worthleſs, Poor, Nothi 

were Loſt In the Abyſs of Thine IxrINIrtE 
Groxy : That My Blindneſs were Swallowed 
up, and A 
Devine 


In the Splendour of Thy 
Brightneſs ! That My Ignorance were 
Drowned In this Ocean of Eternal Wiſdom! 


That My Dea h were Plunged and ——_ 
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Thou haſt Beheld me In my Exceſſes; 
art Come to put me in the Right Way! — 
haſt ſeen me on the very Brink of 
and Art at hand to Save me! Thou haſt ob- 
ſerv'd the Swiſtneſs of my Flight away from 
| Thee, and Thou haſt call'd me Home; Thou 
art Serfible of my ity to Come to Thee, 
without thy Helping Hand, and Thou art 
Come to Seek me, and Stretch it forth unto me: 
Bleſſed Saviour! My Path, My Truth, and 
My Life ! I am this Wretched, Miſerable Sin- 
.. „ wipes iy» Lan- 
iſning under my Burthen ; Open, Expo- 
Fa to the Wounds of Sin; Fetter 
Slave to my habitual ions; 
fill up the Meaſure of my Mi 
Able of the Wretchedneſs of my 5 
and do not feel my own Calamity ; I Live, with- 
out Fear or Appr In the midſt of Vani- 
ty and Fal ſhood; 


am thus Careleſs aud y 
Thou, My Deareſt Saviour ! art full Employ'd, 
wholly — In Thy Inceflant Love, Ir 
Thy Care andConcern for this ſinful Soul; And 


Continually ſetting thy Thoughts on Work, 
How Thou mayſt Contrive the Means to Re- 


call this Wandering, Loft Sheep. 

when Thou calledſt the Poor Shepherds; And 
Didſt Appoint that Eaſtern Blazing-Star to 
Point out Thy Will, and to Beſpeak and Di- 
rett the Oriental Sages Into Thy Preſence ; 
Thou Wouldeſt not be a Moment, in the World, 
without Concern about our Welfare; without 
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; Gentiles, 
Begin to take Pofleffion of 


hy Secrecs to Them; 
fullalled All their Deſires; And Thou haſt Re- 
pleniſht their Hearts with joy and Conſolation. 


What Returns of Acknowlegement 
we not to Render Unto Thee, O Lord! For 
All the Benefits Thou doſt unto us, Even when 
we 


1247435 


5 


at 
11 


— 


123 


JE: 


10 


* 


E 


11 0 


IF} 


7 


+ 


fare 14 
wart Wh 1153115 


Tx 
fi 


1 
15 


5 
4 


So that it Can Think on Nothing but , 
Sacred Object, In which It is wholly taken up; 
It Totally Rejefts and Throws off All Senſual 
Conſiderations; And has no Other Eatertain- 
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Voice ſhe Liſtens: And as thine I 
fible Glory it Beholds Cannot poſſi 
in the Limits of ſenſe, And He 
it Hearkens too, whiſpers only to 
without a Voice to Strike upo ; 

itſelf Down In Peace, Raviſh'd with the 
lights of thy Love, And its Sacred 
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Good or Valuable In It, when it is left 
Naked to itſelf, and without Irs God ! O Thou 
Life of my Life ! What's This Life of Mine, 
Unleſs I Live In Thee! Is it Poflible That 
This Heart of Mine ſhould be of Enjoy- 
ing the Ineffable I of Thy Sweets; Io 
be Joyned to Thee, In the Moſt Perfeft Union; 
To Stretch and Dilate it ſelf In thy Fruition 
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I Therefore Obtain , "And Somthing Fitt to be 
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It's very Probable that Simeon 
of the Lord, Since the Golpel on- 
One that feared 
' God, and Waitgd, for The Conſelatign of \ine!: 

But he was well ſtricken In Years, Weary of 

his Life, And had no Comfort In it, only that 

He was well Aſſured, that before Death 

Cloſe his Eyes, God, Tur ComroRrTER, 


would Give Him a Sight of This Gop-Man, 
This Mes as, AND Saviour Or Tut WokLp: 
| To which Purpoſe He Came Into the Temple 
to wait there the Coming of The Mother of 
Pod, The very Day She was to be has” 
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i thine Eye of Mercy, O my God! And 
Treaſures of Thy ND 
R the Errors and Irregu- 
larities of My Life Paſt! For, tho” 1 have 
E the Uncertainty and Inconſtancy 
ofit, Yet I Rivet my Self So to it, as if it were 
to Laſt for Ever. 

| am Senſible , that I ſhall Never find any 


Heart Still, - 
fatuated In — Fer f 1. Cethatey of H of H 
ven; Diſtrafted with a Thouſand Different 
3 Incumbred with An Infinite — 
ity of Uſeleſs or Sinful Cares; And, As 
Glu'd and Fixt to the World, 9 
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CHAP. IX. 
3 Upon the Senſe He had of the Murder 
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5 ug Bleſſed Jef Was Retired In- 
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1 — dy from the Time of 
Eis Birthy, Yet All this was not e- 
to Calm the Anguiſh of 


Herod's Mind: As He tad Reed upon the 
Death 
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Death of This: New Krxs'ob the Jews, ſo 
ſoon as Ever The Wiſe-me : ſhoatd diſdober to 
Him the Place where That Rh Arnicerice' 
Conceal'd 3 And found tit They had not 
for Jeruſalem Iytheir Way Buck, Bur had Give\| 
Him the G ; He concladed that They had 
Simelt His Defipns ; And This Confirmed Him 
in his firſt Jenlouſies and Feart, which charg'd 
His Diffimdlation into Rage; And made Him 
Take this Cruel Reſolution to Cut the Throats 
of All che Children in His Realm, for Fear 
This Bleſſed Infant ſhould Eſcape Him: He 
would not make Uſe of the to fall 
This Jnfam-King, Becauſe He miſtruſted Them; 
Being Perſwaded, that They would Omit No- 
thing to Save Their Meflias; 80 that, Probably, 
They might Fut Another Chad, In his Place; 

And that, fhwuld He make Away but with One, 
He ſhould mot Secure Himſctf in His Throne. 


| Having, therefore, kniſht thoſe Affairs which 
Retarded the Execution of this Barbarous De- 
fign, when He Thought the Noiſe which the 
Sages had Made, in Jeraſalem, was Quell'd atid 
Laid afleep; He Calculated/ the Time when 
They had Seen the Star; And finding chat it 
was two Tears ago, He Coatriv'd fome Pre- 
tence to Summon His Subjects, to Bring All 
their Children , that were Born within two 
Years, to One Particular Place, from Bethlehem 
and All the Adjacent Parts; And, As ſoon as 
They were Got together, He Commanded his 
Army, who were Quarter'd there on Purpoſe, 
to Butcher Thoſe not ſpar ing a fn. 
Babe of Them, Satisfying Himſelt, that 
Mes51as, He was fo Apprehenſive of, 
1 Could 


1212 ] 
Could not fail of Being Diſpatcht, In this Uni- 
Brood and Tzans ! Every Place Ecchoed with 
the Sbrieks and ae Lamemations of thoſe 
Bznzaved MotwutRs, for the Barbarity 
Committed, upon the Children of their Womb, 
In fo Tender and Helpleſs an Age; And 
Innocence, and Numbers Rendred the Maſſacre 


: 
- 


And, the Terrours of it, were fo much the 
Greater , throughout All the Kingdom, As 
They were in a Condition fo very Incapable to 
withſtand the Violence of foBantzanous A 
TY RANT. | | 


that it 1s 1 
Any Heart, Not to be Melted at it. 
is not without Reaſon, that they 


id to His 


— on the Multitude, e gr. Mark 


They haue now been with me Three Days, and 8. 2. 
Nothing to Eat ! When the Poor Widow, who 
P 3 lameated 


Feople, who went to Meet Him, 
Talis and Olive Branches, to | | 
Way, His Przſcience of Calamitys that 
ould, One Time, Come upon Tu ar HOLY 
ITTY, Turnd All bis Glory a Flood 
Tears, whilſt, 11 the Auguiſh of his C 
ſionate Soul, He Foretold The DE SOIATIioR 
with which God would Revenge the Eripenicx 
GviLr of that InraruaTteD PEOPLE. 
There are Many Other Inſtances, In the 
Holy Goſpel, from whence it Might be made 
Appear, How much The Bleſſed Jeſus felt the 
Sorrow of Afflicted Souls; How Great, There- 
fore, muſt his Compaſſion Needs have been, 
when He Sympathis'd, with Thoſe cem 
Viims to that FOR £16 N Dram Fury, which 
had not, Yet, been Sacriticed, But for his Sake! 
It was his Earneſt Deſire to have Died, Ia their 
Stead ; And, had it been Anſwerable to the 
Divire Purpoſe, He would Willzgly have 
Conſented to be Butcher'd In their Room, And 
to have Received a New Life, to Glut that In- 
human Prince's Rage withal, In Lieu of Every 
Soul that Died, thus, upon his Account: But 
Fecauf: The Gre:t Work of Our Redemption 


Required, 


4a es a> «6K a aRÞAd «<4 il 
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Required, that He muſt Still and 

— x Mich more ive, 

558 
the 

5 Sorroty, of 80 many Wretched Mo- 

55 
Fl 

1 — — . 


Reſerve 
, for 


Le er Them tn his Turi; 

ol All & by Bying fs Thema bi Tar 
led Determined Him to Do and to Suffer after- 
wards; did not In the Leaſt Abate that Sym- 
pathy and flion which made Such Im- 
preflion upon A Heart So Naturally Kind and 
Tender ds his Was. 

But The Mercy and Tenderneſs, of Our Lord, 
Extended, Yet, 
was One of the Greateſt AMiftions the Bleſſed 
.— Felt, During the whole Courſe of his 

Pilgrimage m the World, to Think, what 
Miſeries The Children of Men ſhould Undergo, 
and muſt go through, tho? never fo juſtly, whilſt. 
They Liv'd In this State of Baniſhment from 
their Heavenly Country: For All Theſe Fvils 


Particular, to His Eternal Wiſdom. 

. To Give us A Light Into This Truth, there 
Needs Nothing more than to Reflect upon 
Gracious Purpoſes of God In Our 5 
wherein Human Nature was form d So Perfett, 
as not to be Obnoxious to The Miſeries to 


„„ü%„ 2 
4 


a Great Deal Farther; And it 


and Miſerzes of Sinful Men, were Preſent, In 
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. In H Glory, baby Tun Caoss”. 


There are Two Things, in Man, of which 
All other Creatures are Unworthy, And which 
Ought to be Devoted Only unto God : viz. 
The Heart, and the Blood; Or, to Speak In 
other Terms, To Love Him, and to Suffer for 
His Sake: For, the Holy jeſus has, In ſuch 
Sort, Inhanc'd the Value of theſe Meritorious 
| Inſtances of our Devotion, that they are Be- 


come not only more Precious than All the Trea- 
ſures of the World beſides ; a - 


they 


as 
the Sake of this World; To Devote A 


ſure So Sacred, to Profane Uſes; which Ren- 


Water Coſt, He Concluded that it Ought | 
Given to Noae but God; And, — i 
ftead of Drinking it Himſelf, to Quench his 

* 2 Sew. Thirſt, * He pour'd it on the Ground in Sacri 

23.16, 17. % God, As The Blood of the 
Jeopardy of their Lies; And 


Fading, Tranfitory World, they 
Heart that is only Due to God, and of which, 
He 


do, for 


— at thoſe Bleſſed Abodes of Glory ; has 
give us a Taſte of it, In 
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ed me; It has Forbore me, and Forgi 
Thy Great Love, to Souls, has brought 
Down, from Heaven, Into A Miſerable World, 
In which Thou haſt Made thoſe M- ſeries fami- 
liar to Thee, which I, with Juſtice, am Encom- 
pa&d with: There's Nothing that I have, No- 
thing 1 can Hope for, In which l am not lndebt- 
ed unto Thy Mercy; And without That 1 am 
— And I am at Reſt; I GO 
I come In; 1 vex and Fatigue my Self, 
About thoſe Vanity: that have Nothing, of — 
In them; And which Pollute my Soul; 
My Nature; and Stain the Glory of 
My Image; And Bereave me of the Treaſures 
of Thy Grace and Goodneſs! | 
When Wilt Thou Come, to Help and Suc- 
cour thy Poor Diſtreſſed Creature, O Thou 
who art My Salvation, and my Only 11 
Behold my Self Encompaſs d with Diſtreis and 
Mileries, 02 Every Side; Above me are lnter- 
pos'd Thick Clouds of Darkneſs, which Rob my 
—— or ng yk Below me, The 
Senſual and Temptations; 
— was my mage Paſhors, All 
— The Vanity's and Follys, ot The 
World, before me; Behind me, the 
of true Felicity; Within me, the Privation of 
Thy Knowlege and thy Love! And am dit All 
theſe Obſtacles, that Oppoſe, ard Set them- 
ſelves againſt My Happmefs, I am So Blind as 
to Imagin i can Live And am 
Inſenſable of the Wart 1 have of thy Aflittance. 
O Thou Felicity, Out ot which 1 meet 
with Nothing but what is Evil! O Thou Life 
of wy Soul, without which 1 am, Ever, Man- 
Q deruyg 


bert, when | am Oppreſt with Infirmity, Over- 
Burdeted with Sadneſs, with Vexation and 
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which Drew it on! 
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upon him, With 
than Eternal Life ! 


When Human 
Juſtice takes hold on The Guilty, The Unhap- 
py Wretch Gets Nothing, There, but Infanne, 
Ire ny org 
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Combort me, In the -Extremity of my Pains and 
Miſeries; And to Draw, chat Weight, of Etęr- 
nal Glory, Out of Them, which Thou 
for me; But, to ſnew how Bountiful Thou Art 
to Thoſe whom Thou Chaſtiſeſt, Thou even 
Makeft Them Enamour'd of their Sorrows; 
And, Sometimes Thou doſt form them Into 

Such a Ditj „that They Can as well ceaſe 
to Breath as Not to 2 


[ 229 ] 
to Ca Thee ! Reveal unto Me, O Lord; theſe - 
Divine, Myfterious Secrets! Teach me, che Way 
how I ſhall Glory In the Croſs ! A. d, Let me ſiud 
out, Tusna, the Secret Treaſure thou haſt Re- 
ſerv'd and Wrapt up, Ii it, for Thoſe that Lone 
Thee! For whom mall I waſte my Self, O-my - 
IF it be not for Thee! When Thou doſt - 


my | . 
Drown'd and Swallow'd up In Thee, 


Na, Here; To Anticipate thy ' 
Foreign World, by the Enchantments of Thy 
Preſence ! O Thou Heavenly Love! Thou 
Faithfulleſt of All Friends! Hear the Cravings 
of My Heart, which forgetting its Baniſhment, 
is Warbling In a Gentle Tranſport, The Tri- 
umphs of Thy Mercy! Liſten to its Voice, O 

Q 3 Lord, 


ſed Mothers, Pierc'd with the 
who were Bereaved of their Children? Or did 
the Tender Babes feel Greater Pain, while the 


tie Halt im felt the Stabs, of the Barbarians ; But 
They had no Previous, no Conſcious Apprehen- 
fon, to ſtartle the Soul, with the Terrours of 
that Cruelty; But, As for Thee, Than Dear De- 
kverer of S'uls ! Thy Grief >ded from the 
Bowels of an Ini te Com »1ffion ! *Twas the 
Reſult of A Love Sublime and Refined; A 
Flame that Kind1-d with Dzſire to Exchange A 


Life for evcry one of theirs: Might W 


Into the World, was 


All 


SALVATION to 


1 15 


ſnould'ſt Die for N 


it is, Moſt Bleſſed Lord ! "ou Thou 


the Time Thou 


; 
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2 
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Wouldſt not Su 
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Thy Se 
Oe of them whoſe Suffer- 
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Endure 


Even whilſt they were 


for Thee, to 
Since there is 10: 


| | 


V. 


Whenever My Duty call: Me, to 


not ſta ad the Ecouiter with my 
Am afraid of every Thiug that would Give 
me the Leaſt Ueafineſs ; And Fail, a ad Sink 
like a Coward, under every 
would take off fromthe Exceiſes of 
ved Will O my Cold and Frozen Heart ! Omy 
Ungenerous and I grateful Soul! How far am 1 
from a Diſpoſitio:, or Deſire to Sacriace my 


„„ — 
whilſt they were under that Tragedy upon 12 


Account, they ſhould find the Ineffable Con- 


ſolatioa to Live In Thee; And, under the 
Heighth and Paroxyſm of their T AF 
AiXions, Meet the Joyful A ſſurance of an Eter- 
nal Feliciey: Ble ſed Be Thy Boundleſs Libera- 
liry for Ever ! Caa any Soul be Poor or Deſti- 
tute with Thee, O My God ! In Whom is The 
Plenarty. and Full Fruition of All The Riches of 
Divine Lore 

What a Diſadvaiitage is it, to me, Miſerable 
Wretch that I am! to fly the Crofs only to 
Flatter ad Indulge this Corruptible — & 


My Sins, —4 it Frets and Vexes Me!l = 
No Sooner at My Prayers, than I Flagg, and am 
Tired ere have, almoſt, Begun to Speak wich 
My God ! If I Retire, for Contemplation, Ito 
ſome Solitary Place, Heavineſs a d Diſquiet 
Overtakes me; And if I Reflect, Ia filent 
Thought, ir loo i Sinłs me Into A Dull and Me- 
Jancholly Sadrefs! I am Impatient 

Weak and Frail In Temptations ; Co ſtant In 
che Pleaſures of Senſe and Sin; Unable to 


Quit Any Thing for Thy Sake! And 1 look 


oa it, as Thrown Away ; My Time, or 
whiterer cifh 1 tos Devoring to Thee? 1 I dare 


8 3 


that 
F my Depra- 


Lie, 


u der Pain; 


8 r << a = a_ _0oca- 


K 1 r as Aa a Aa ah. 


| 


neſs ! O Raiſe my fallen e 
undergo whatever I ſhall meet wi 


My Heart, The Truth of Theſe Words! How 
Times haſt Thou diſcovered to me the 


upon ; 
tions; To Deny my ſelf, and fly from Criminal 
Pleaſures ! But ſach a Slave am I growa, to my 
Paſſions; Aad ſo Rivetted to my 
for fear of Parting, with them, 1 am Become 
Deaf to Thy Voice ! If, at any Time, My Miſ- 
r to Quit this Hate 
Vaſſalage, and Thraldom; I am ftill for 
nating it a Little Louger ! And, at the 
very Time, when I am come to theſe Reſolu- 


tions, 
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not wiſh Even any Cheering Light, Let me De- 
fire Neither Strength nor Life, for Any other 
ſe, but to Couſume them in Thy Love 
and Service. It Cannot Dimiaiſh Any Thing 
of Thy Glory, Thou God of my Soul, to Fill 
Thy Bleſſed Mankons with Penitent and Con- 
vert Sinners, As well c with Thoſe Bleſſed 
who have teſtify'd. their Love to 
Thee, with their Blood; Oc thoſe Holy Inuo- 
cents Conſecrated, hy their Untizzely Death, 
unto Thee ! Glorie Thy Self then in me 
Alſo, My Deareſt Saviour ! by me 
unto Thee by the fi Odour of Thy Per- 
fumes Thy moſt Divine Vertues! Penetrate 
the Marrow of my Heart; Enflame it with 
Thy Love! Make it to Hate the World, And 


. with a Defire of Enjoying | 
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Upon His Perfect Obedience. 


g r 
Au 
o had Plotted the Death of 
1 the Bleſſed Jeſus; St. Joſeph, be- 
ing Advertis d of it by au 
| Departed Out of Ege, to Re- 
turn luto Jaces, with The Holy ant and His 
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- When He began to Converſe with Mankind, 
His Diſcourſes were, Generally , upon Th: 
Topick, That * He Came Down from Heaven to * 5t John 
Do His Father's Will ; + That Hu meat Was 0 5. 35. 
Do The Will of Him that Sent Him, That || His? ch. 4- 
Deftrin was not bis Own but His Fur bers; I hat f. . 
* The Cup which He came to Drink, for u, ws Ch. 15. 
That which His Father had Given to Him: Theſe 11. 
were the Uſual Entertainments from his 
Mouth ; And the Laſt Words That He Pro- 
nounc'd, when He was Juſt Ready to Expire, 
upon The Croſs, were I It i Finiſbed! || Father !+ Ch. 19. 
Into Thy Hands I Commend Spirit ! That is c. 
I have Accompliſht, O My Father ! Al) chat ge 
Thou haſt Determined, Concerning me; Are, * 
with my Dying Breath I Leave, to Thy Diſpo- 
fal, my Life, my Death, The Sufferings of My 
Uz-offending Soul, And The EN ENO of 
thoſe Merits, which this Immaculate Sacrifice 
has Purchas'd! | 
There is No Form of Words whereby it can 11. 
be, poſſibly, Expreſsd or Explain'd ln what 
Condition The Bleſſed Jeſus Liv'd, 
and Dy'd ; And, Upon this Account it is, that 
St. Luke has Repreſented This Myſterious Ar- 
ticle, of his Thirty Tears Converſation, In Pri- 
vate Subjettion to his Parents, Under This Sin- 
gle Word and Characteriſtick of Os EDEN CE, 
which He Could not Explain by Any Other : 
And, The Reſt of the Evange'ifts have Said 
Nothing of it: For who Can be So Exact as to 
Diſtinguiſh Between that Perſect Nicety with 
which The Bleſſed Virgin, and the Reputed Fa- 
ther, of This In CARNAT E- GO p, Preſumed 
upon the Authority to Command Him, And, 
that Perfef? Obedience, which He Paid has 
R T 


Doubt, 
Expreſs d Even In Heaven, or upon Earth. 


Eyes of the Wor 
paſt, Only, for Good and Diſ arents, A- 
mong the People, And, the Bleſſed Jeſus for a 


Dutitul Son: lu Particular they Obſery'd, moſt 
Religiouſly, the Law of God, And Liv'd Ac- 
to their Condition by the Work of their 
2 ur _— 
And Hel In Every ” 
Nach as his A en ama Would Penk. 
y God Knew with what Sentiments This 
Father, and Mother, the 
Service of Such A Som, whom "They Knew to 
be Their Caron; They Wonder'd at His 
Humility, His His Condeſcention, 
to Work, Like a Common Labourer ; And, 
Familiarity Abated Nothing, In Them, of That 
Profound Reſpect and Reverence ry = 
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Him, whom they would not have Preſum'd to 
Enjoyn, Any Thing of this Nature, had it not 
been Outiof Expreſs Compliance with the Will 
of God. They Learnt, from His Sacred Lips, 
The Myſteries of Heavenly Doctrine; Which He 
Commun! to Them, Oftentimes, purely, 
In Anſwer to Their Commands: At the End 
of Their Days Work, they Uſually Retired to 
Prayer ; But with. what Elevated Devotion Muſt 
Theirs Needs have Been, when They Had 
their Very G ob, Before Their Eyes! what 
Flows of the Celeſtial warmth and Graces did 
not Stream Upon Them, from That Pure Feun- 
tain! It Muſt Needs have been Wonderful, to 
Behold The IncomPREHeNSIBLE G © D Subjett 
to His Creature; The ErrANAL Worp at the 
Command of A ; And The SurREME 
MaJzesry Of Heaven, Condeſcending to the 
Low Employments ot a Poor and Indigent Fa- 
milie. 
They that Liſt themſelves Into Trades and 
ons In the World, Limit their Ap- 
prentiſh-ſhip to A Certain term of Years; All 
which time they Live In Hopes of the Day 
when their Servitude ſhall Expire, and They 
ſhall Become Maſters, Themſelves: The Slave 
Supports himſelf with Hopes of his Liberty; 
The Servant has the Pleaſure to Expect his 
Wages; And The Son to be his Father's Heir : 
But The Bleſſed Jefus knew that He ſhould 
never be Exempt from his Obedience, to that 
Labouring Man, and his Eſpouſed Wife, till 
He went from Them, Into the Service of His 
ExxERNAL Faru, by Taking The Pasrokat 
and PR135TL y OrricE, Upon Him, which would 
R 2 — _ 
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Coſt Him His Life, and not Terminate But by 
The Death of The Croſs. | 
And, During Thoſe Three Years, In which 

He Mauifefted Himſelf, by the Publick Dif. 
ſation of his Doctrine and Miracles, to the 
orld ; He Never Aſſum'd the Groxv, of that 
Hicx Cartrtinc, to Himſelſ; But Referr'd and 
Aſcribed it, All to the Power and Wiſdom of 
His Faturx, who had ſent Him to Inform 
The Grandces of the World, That, In the 
Moſt Elevated State, of Life, They Oughtnotto 
Forget that They are but Dre:xpaxr Cara- 
TURES, Still; And Acting In Commis s 10 
as the Vicecrrexrs of God, at the Same time 
that They are AxorxrED to Rule The People: 
In Short, The Holy Jelus Suzjtcrep Himſcf 
with A Pxxrtcr and ENTE Sousse 10 
. the Mosr * Uxmusr Jo pos: To A Pars 
DENT that was An IDotarttr; And to A 
Cavtr SANHnEzD ATM, As to Thoſe Powzns, 
BazxBARovsand TraaAnNiCAL as Trzy 
Wzns, Wen Gon, His Erzaxart Farms 
Ser Ov Him, at that Time; And His 
Example, is A DzuoxnsrAA Tos to us, 
that, In the True Senſc and Notion of Qzz- - 
mince, Dominion Is Nor Fovnrer In 
GRace, And therefore if We are not Txarrons 
to this Drvixz Pracept ; We Muſt not Ozjzcr 
Acaimsr THE PExsons Wnon Gon Has 
AnomTzeD Over Us, Neithe- On A:count of 
Their Age, Nor their Capacity, Nor Their Deſert, 
Nor Their Talents, Nor Even Their Religion, But 
Only have Our Eye upon that Gad, and 


Them 
for bis Sake, who is the Fountain, The Original, 


and Foundation of All Authority and from whom 


ence the TOUCH STONE of This Charity : f. St. John 

Te Love me, Says He, Keep My Commandments : 4 1 
He That Keepeth Them, He it is that Loverh me+ v. 21. 
He that Loveth me Not, Keepeth not My Sy- Im. v. 

ings : So that we Cannot Pleaſe God, if we Do24- 

not Love Him; And we Don't Love Him if 

We Don't Obey Him: Love and Obedience, 


Into! Love; And Love is PERFECTED by O- 
bedience ;, Love Sanctiſies The Soul; 


: Thus, Although 
he Tree whoſe Fruit God had forbidden Our 
Firſt Parent to taſt of, was Called The Tree of 


to Him; But, Perhaps, by Denying 
Himſelf the Taſt of That Fruit, Out of a Prin- 
R 3 ciple 
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Ciple and Spirit of Obedience, He Might Ac- 
quire A Higher Degree of Knowledge , For lt 
is No Improvement of LIGHT, to the Soul , 
to Know how to Commit Sm, But A Lapſe Into 
the Dark of Ignorance, 2nd : Heis 
Cerainly, the Wiſeſt, who Knows The Goop; 
and is l.experienC'd In Evil; And who, 
No Other Idea of Sin, but as it is Oppoſite to 
the Beautifu Ins age of Vertue and G 20Aneſs, Like 
The ANGELS Or Gop, Knows Enough, of i 
to Keep iimſelf Out of the Danger of it, — 
as Much as is Neceſſary for him to Avoid it. 


This Gave Occaſion to St. Auſtin to Say, that 
* 17h. de- * God Could not better Teach us what Obedience is, 
2 t han Ow Firſt Parent, 4 
* Thing which Seem'd of Little Conſequence, which 
© Was Not Evil In hiſelf, And which Might Even 
be Ven Good: From which Inſtance We are 
inform -A, that The Perfection, of This Vertue 
Does not Conſiſt Leſs In Not Preſuming to Do 
what is Forbidden, than In Performing that 
Which is Commanded; And That The Merit 
of Vertue is not In its Object, but in Itſelf: The 
Wiſdom, of the Chriſtian Man, Conſiſts In 
Obedience; And, for This it was, that Holy 
David So Frequently Importun'd God for it : 
FC 143, Tha nr, Says He, O Lord, to Do thy Will, 
| for Thou art My God ! | One Thing have I Deſired 
E PC 27406 The Lord, and I will Still Ask it, that I may 
Dwell In the Hoſe of The Lord, All the Days of 

my Life, as A Faithful Servant, who Not 

Knows but Performs his Maſter's Will. 
IV. Diſobedieice, and REBELLION, 

Proceed from Three Corrupted Principles 3 
The firſt is, The Over-value of Our _— 
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and Our Own Merits, which is Nothing Elſe 
but an Infatuation and Blindneſs of the Soul, 
which hindringus from Seeing Our Own Faults, 
makes us bear That SurtRORITY and Prebemi- 
nence, Impatiently, In An Other, Of which 
we think our Selves as worthy : It was This 
wmption that Threw down Lucifer, Præci- 
pitate, to Hel; And, irs Contrary Vertue 
Raiſed the Bleſſed Virgin to the Dignity of 
Mortuex OF Gop! lt is, on Purpoſe, to Pre- 
vent So Great and Dangerous A Sin, that The 
Saints of God have Arm'd themſelves with 
This Humble Principle, That They Submit- 
ted Themſelves to Every Creature; That They 
have always been So Ready, and Rather Choſe 
to do what was to Others, than their 
Own Will; And, to ſtifle the Spirit of Pride 
within Them, and Bring it Low, That 
have Yielded themſelves up to the Will of 
Thoſe, who had No Right to Command Them: 
They Inwardly Reflected upon themſelves, as 
Unworthy to Live among The Servants of God ; 
and Look'd upon Every Other Perſon as their 
Superiour ; And, Becauſe This Humbleneſs of 
Heart, is not obtain'd but with a Great Deal of 
Pains, They Importur'd it of God with Conti- 
nual and Fervent Prayers. 

| The Second Principle of Diſobedience, is 
when Men Abound lu their Own Senſe ; which 
is Ever Attended with OBsrinacy and Pript ; 
And is fo difficult to be Cured, that it is very 


Rare to ſee any One, In whom The Divine 
Light has diſpell'd thoſe Vapours, that have Be- 
 miſfed A Soul with ſo Dangerous and Wilful A 
Conceitedneſs : From Hence it is, That All 
Hezrtsres and Schiszis, In the Church, Re- 
R 4 i 


celve 
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ceive their Birth ; That All Revolutions In 
the State, And thoſe Troubles and Diſorders 
m Religious Communities, have Their Riſe : It is 
from Hence alſo, that Religious Sanits have 
found themſelves under An Obligation to take 
Tur Vow upon them, and ſubmit to the 
Superiority of One of their Fellow-Chriſtians, 
perhaps no Fetter than themſelves ; Thereby 
to Bridle and Put a Check to the Exorbitances 
of their Owa Judgmeats ; And, By this BI r- 
TER AN TIDOT E, to Fi xsnH And Blood, 


to Corrett and Qualify S Dangerous a Poyſon. 


Since the Cure of this Di , muſt 
Come from Heaven, We muſt alſo Importune 
it of Almighty God ; And, at the ſame Time, 
Labour to Suppreſs and Bridle This Spirit 

Contrad;Fion, In us, to keep our frail Realbn- 
ing within its due Bounds; To Diſpiſe thoſe 
Inward Endowments we are ſo apt to Boaſt of; 
Not to Preier One's Self to Any Other Fer- 
ſon; But to Reſt Aſſured that God, In An 


EXTRAORDINARY MAaNNERSCOMMUNICATES His 
Licur to Thoſe whom He has Ar>orinTED to 


RI E Over Us; That He Aſſiſts Tarn, by a 
More Particular Protection; And That it is Iu- 
finitely Better, Out of our Love and Reſpett 
toGod, to Submit Our Selves, Our Judgments, 
and Our Actions, to the 0 of Our 


Sh1RITUAL And TEwoR al GOvERNOURS, than 


to Expoſe Our Selves to Thoſe Miſeries, to 
which Our Own Perverſe, Depraved Walls 
would Lead, and Engage us. . | 

The Third Corruption, that proceeds from 
this Poiſon d Stream, Contilts in the IRREGULAR 
Aſtection, and Bent ol The Soul, towards Any 


Thing, | 
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Thing, Be it what it will: For, when the 
Soul is under ſuch A Bias, we Generally wich- 
draw from our Obedience , Either to ndulge 
Our Selves, or to Gratify the Object of Our 
lawful Paſſions. | 
1 very Occaſion of Adam's Fall; 
He could not be ſo Extravagant, as to Flatter 
Himſelf Into an ination, that He ſhould 
Become Like to God , or Not to Believe tte 
Threats and Sentence He had Given; But the 
Fear of Diſpleaſing His Wife, And His Appe- 
tite to Indulge Himſelf, Conquer'd Him, and 
made Him to Disorty: Tis to Cure this Di 
temper alſo, ia us, that the Bleſſed Jeſus fays 
| in the Goſpel, * If Any Man will Come After * K. Mat. 
me, Let Him Deny H:mſelf, and take up His Croſs, 16. 24. 
and follow me : ME, who through the Whole 
Courſe of This Mortal Life, have found Nei- 
ther PLEASURE, nor ResT, But in the Perfor- 
mance of My 
. the Panacza, 
and Univerſal Remedy to all our Evil; It's no 
Wonder that the Scripture, and the Holy Fa- 
thers Extol it ſo Particularly : It is Neceſſary 
upon All Occaſions : For, This Viſible World 
Could not ſubſiſt but by That SUBORDINATION 
and DEPENDANCE, which God has Eſtabli ſht 
Among the Creatures, that Compoſe it : EM- 
PIRES, and COMMON-WE 
And All 


Cannot be Supported but by Submiſſion and 
Obedierce : Wherefore the Royal Prophet ha- 
ving AsK'd the Queſtion : + Wherewith ſhall A, pg 
Toung Man Reform bis Life ? Anſwers it Himſelf 8 
immediately, || Even by Keeping H.mſelf 770 mia. 


* Thid. v. 
162. | 
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Thy Comandments And, Again, * [will Rejaer 
Jn Thy Werd; as One that hath found Great Spoils : 
This whole Pſalm, indeed, is full of Encomiunts 
upon This Duty, and the Bleflings which it 
Procures us. 
Ibis Duty of Obedience, may be Conſfider- 
ed In Reſpett to three Sorts of Perſons, Firſt, 
In Relation to thoſe, who, by the Circum- 
ances of their Condition, have the Command 
over others; Next, In Regard to Such, as nei- 
ther Command nor Obey Any Body ; And 
'Thirdly, In Reference to thoſe who are under 
3 7 pak © ayer ys The furſt of Theſe 
are to Many Great Dangers, But, 
| Then, They have Extraordinary Opportunities, 
of Doing able Things, In the World; 
The Others Walk more Securely ; But The 
Third are Infiaitely Happy, when They know 
The HAPeINEss of THEIR CONDITION ; All 
of *em Ought to make the Law and WILL of 
Go Their RULE, as the Compaſs-Needle is Di- 
reed to the Polar-St ar. 
Let Thoſe whom God has Irvefted with Au- 
thority, Make it their Buſineſs, Above All 
Things, to Imitate that God, In the Manage- 
ment of Their Rule, FRom W HOM ALONE 
They DERIVE Their Dignity and Power ; By 
Bringing their Subjects to Obedience, by the 
| Softer and more Attractive Methods of Mode- 
ration and Vertue, than, the Rougher Ways, 
of Severity and Correction: Nothing is more 
Powerful, than the EXAMPLE of A SUPERIOUR, 
to Propagate Either Goon or EVIL, in the 
World; When A MacisTRATE Appears On- 


iy with The SwoRD, and RODS of Fuſtice, In 


his Hand; without Mercy and an Inclination to 


be 


— this World Bear 1 
that They are not the PROPRIETORS. of the 


Authority They are Ex TRUSTED with. 


It is an Unhappy Miſtake, In the Rulers of 
This World, to Act as it the Authority, They 
Bear,. were only of THEMSELVES, And Not A 
STEWARDSHIP, for which They muſt be Ac- 
COUNTABLE to Gop. * Be Wiſe Now There-,,,. 2. 
fore, O Te Kings, lays David, Be Jnſtrutted Te 10. 11. 
that are Fudges In the Earth ! Serve the Lord with 
Fear, In the Province He has Plac'd yon; 


than Superiozrs to Men; Submiſſion, 
thn Spot e, Sb You? 


Tour Selves ſhould ub + The W. 
For Thoſe whom A has ibn 


_ 


keep 
Generally, Fall Into That Vain Miftake, of Fr 
All T hings to Themſelves ; 


to be Applauded In Every Thing They dos 
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hd Gr 
ä —— — the Advices, that are 
Siven them; Looking upon t as an 
upon their n 2nd to follow 
thoſe Lights which themſelves have not kind- 
led; Would they but Conſult the Will and 
Service of God, and make Thar, and Nothi 
elſe their Aim In the Mi tration of their 
fice, They would Joyfully Liſten to Sound and 
Whole ſome Advices, from whatſoever Lips 
they Came; And would, with an Infinitely 
Greater Pleaſure, Receive the ASSISTANCES 
than the Appleaſes of the World. 

Thoſe who Live, Out of All Publick Capa- 
city, either of G or Dependance, are 
not Obnoxious to Defetts ; And All 
nnn, 
God's Holy Will : But, alaſs! There is ſo little 


Regard pa id to That, In this Degenerate 
bs Shih we Live, Thar » Man, who wok 
5 


make This che Rule of his 
an Extraordinary, Singular, 
able, and Exorici Spirit; One wuſt Live, fays 
... the World, Like Men ! And Behave, ac- 
| cording to the Cuſtom of the Place we Live 
in: But this Sort of Lie, and theſe Cuſtoma- 
— Proceed from the * Wiſdom of 
tte Fleſh, which in Death; According to the A- 
poſile, and The + Wiſdom of the World which 
+ 1 Cor. s Fooliſhneſs wit God: The Fleſh KI Is us, Be- 
3-19 cauſe it Extioguiſhes, In us, the Life of Grace; 
And the World Deceives us, Becauſe All its 


Maxims are mere V ax1itTy and ILLUSION? 
The 


[ 253 1 


The True Wiſdom is, to Live According to the 


Law of G; And * Obedience, as the Wiſe- = 1 Sam. 
man tells us, i Better than Sacrifice ; And, He 5- 22. 


who Submits to God, 11 All Things, Offers 
Him A Comtinual and moſt ACCEPTABLE 
PERFUME, and Oblation. 


The Obedieace even of thoſe who have De- VIL 


voted themſelves to God, is not Complete, it 
the Soul does not Joyn In the Outward Act of 
Devotion; And the Interiour Judgme:t does 
not Attend the External Duty ; And then, 
Thoſe who are come up to this Reſined Purity 
and Simplicity of Reſignation, to Submit to the 
O of the Spiritual Rector, ſo as to Re- 
ceive his Directions and Command, as if it had 
AcTvaLLy Proceeded Out of the Mouth of God 
Himſelf, are Arriv'd to a State of Uninter- 
Joy and Peace: But, Thoſe who Be- 
have themſelves after ſuch a Manner, that they 
muſt be Enjoyn'd Nothing but juſt what ſuits 
Ee COIN to my = 

and to Cenſure their Superiour; w 1- 
ton their Devotions In Quadrature with the 
World, and not according to the Will of God ; 
Ought not to Flatter Themſelves with the No- 
tion of An ACCEPTABLE and Implicit Obedi- 


is, Therefore, A moſt Excellent Advice 
for all Thoſe who Conſecrate Themſelves to 
God In a Religious, RECLUSE Life, Not to 
Reſt Contented In a Natwal Tie, and Incling- 
tion, for the Spiritual Governours ; And Not to 
think it Sufficient to Attempt, THAT NOBLE 
Work, by the Strains of Natural and Human 
endſhip, which Cannot be Accompliſh'd, un- 
der a Lefs or Meaner Attainmeut than the 
| UB- 
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SUBLIMER MoTrves of A SprarTuAiizn 
and DIVINE CHARITY : For, Beſides that No 
Act of our Obedience Can be Sax 


ſhip ; This Falſe Appearance is the Spring of 4 
Ti — Irregularit ies In A 5 As it is 
A It Generall 
Produces Drag. 
ons; And By | |; 
World is 44 Into The HOUSE Or Gon: 
Under This Head, therefore, The Submiſſion 
muſt be and Univerſal, and Abſo- 
lutely Impartial, towards ALL SUPERIORITY, 
under Every Qualification; Should A Subordi- 
nate meet Leſs Favour, his R 
> — be the more Pure 1 thereby: 
re A 
of Religious, truly Obedient aud Regular Compole 
Although the PRINCIPAL ſhould not Govern 
with an Impartial Hand; yet would They 
Live In a more Preferable Condition than 
where the Superiour is A Saint, and the F- 
222 UNDUTIFUL and DISOBEDIENT : Such 
905 Taught 1s, when He ad unto the Jews, 
Jr5us a us, when He unto the 
Therefore oever T bey bid roe, 
„e obſerve and Do; But 22. = Their 
Works ; Fur T hey Say and Do not : And St. Peter 
ie. Pet. has Enjoyn'd us, to || Submit Our Selves to Every 
2. 13. Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sale; not only 
ro VERTUOUS GENTLE GOVERNOURS, 
But Alſo to Thoſe who are Cruel and Tyrannical ; 
And herein the Sublime, and Perfection of this 
Vertue Conſiſts; from whence we Tick 


that is the Mere Reſult of an Interefted Friend. 


S / to Se So... Bo 55 a A ld A „ 


3351 
Theſe Three Inferences, So Important for ALL 
R ELIGIOUS. 

The Firſt is, that He who Seeks to Do his 
n of 
artial to His Own, has No 


His 
Claim Either to the Peace or MERIT of a DE- 


VOTE: In The Next Place, That There Can- 
not be, In AVOWED STATE, Either Any 
Zeale, that is TRULY SANCTIFIED, Or A 
Prudence „ or Yertze, that Will Bear The Teft, 
Unleſs Every Sacred Principle, — 
has its firſt Foundation, „ by an 
ENTIRE Submiſſion Boch to The Rule that it 
Profeſſed ; And to the AUTHORITY of the 8 u- 
PERIOUR, In Every Article, without 
tion, that is not Contradiftory to The Law of 
God: And, In the Laſt Place, whoever Ex- 
— to Taft THOSE PLEASANT FRUITS, And 
ind That Secret and Jyward Reſt, the Promiled 
Reſult of Our True $:þmiſſion and Obedience, to 
the Divine Will, Muſt Learn The Duty of 
LOYALTY and OBEDIENCE Alſo to his LAW- 


FULPRINCE; mom. In THis SE 
Man for The Lord's Sake _ 


S NN 
g 
Divine Contemplation 


yen The Perſect Obedience of Our 


Sovereign Majeſty! moſt Puiſſant and 
| Almighty God! My Lord! And 
Creator! From whence is it, That Thou 
ſafeſt ſuch A Co:1ſtaut Intercourſe with thy Miſe- 
rab'e Creature! And, that Thou Canſt not En- 
dure it ſhould Live Under Any Other Rule or 
Guidance, but thme Own Bleſſed Will! Who 
am I, In thy Sight, O My God! And How is 
it, that I Preſume, So much as to Lift up My 
Eyes towards Thee ! To Dive Into thy Gracious 
Purpoſes ;, Ard to Receive thy Commands! It 
were Erough for Me to be Rank d among the 
Beaſts of the Field; To Learn from the Worms 


So Neceſſary to my Condition ! To Go to The 
Ant for My Information, And from the Induſtry 
of That People, to Acquaint My Self with That 
Care, My Circumſtances Require ; or to the 
Moſt Stupid Reptiles, of the Creation, to be In- 

ſtructed In thoſe Laws, of Reſignation and Obedi- 
| ence, by which alone I Can Come to Thee! 
Theſe are the Moſt for My Tuition ; 


and P 10n'd to the 
Adzquate roportion 2 
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of the Earth, that Submiſſion and Humility, 
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xx 


Ut 
Ho 


f 


Fr 


F 


faking Impatie:t of Coming 

After Thee ! The of the World, The 

Earth I Tread on, That's the moſt Proper Place 

for me to Grovel In; That's my Mother ; And 

Es out of the Earth Thou haſt formed me! 

This therefore is my Abode and my Proper 
1 


that I ſhould ( WHOLE) Return to 
; But Becauſe Thine Immortal Image ſhould 
Animate My Soul, which Thou haſt Impriſon'd 
In egetative Cruſt of Fleſh ! It is from 
That Breath of Thine, that Thou haſt made me 


mere SENSITIVEand mere ANIMAL Part of The 
Creation! By which, 1 Diſcover the 
ous Inſtances of ; and am Capable to 
Know thy Bleſſed Will! To the End that, by 

8 Endeavour- 


My Sovereign 

wilt have me Lon! And,O,Keep 

rance of All Things elſe ; Be Thou, d 
my 


Compoſition by a 
and a rumay > ads And haſt 
RE them Both, to be June 
Aſſociates, In Thy Service The Bleſſed An- 


gels above, are no Leſs Subject to Thy Puil- 
fance, than the Little Worm, that Crawls upon 
— nor the Creation, World, and 


5 
Fr 


1 


f 


i 
Ir 
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make up the Gon, Io Praiſe and g 
Thy Great Name ! And fince it is 
that My Obedience ſhould be Ex 


Thy W 
IR 


bd 


bh 


_— 


7 


nd 


Grows Powerful, to Reif Thy 
! My Faith Convinces me of Thy Doc- 
P 
| Precepts, I find my Se Frail, 
= 4 and Yield to the more Im De- 
| of my Fleſh ! The World Call: me out of 
| my Way; And I fee plainly, that All It has to 


Offer is Nothing elle but Tzirts and 

| pol ve" yet I am fo Iofaruared, as to 
| Follow it! Vanity and Shadows Glide Before me, 
ich a Thouſand Promiſes and Jempta- 
' | tions; And ſtill I am fo Fooliſh to Depend up- 
| | onthem! Farat Pleaſure Sollicits me, with 
Its EncuaxTEDCharms ; And tho' I am ſeuſible 


along, and Hurried away by them, 
Road to Perdition : Thou Inviteſt me, O 
on the other Side, by the Scar Wuisvens 
and Arrzacrive Motions of Thy Gzxacz; 


And the Pure and Refreſhing Light of Thy 


— 


Truth; And 1 Refuſe an Ear to Thy Savixc 2 
Voice ! 1 under ſtand the Muſick ot 1 hy Song; 
8 2 And 


FC ²˙ Ä 


. 


Dann e 

Soul with Thy Aſſurances; 121 voting Hg 
* Fails me; Thou draweſt meunto Thee, and1 
Reſiſt Thy Motions; 1 ſee my Fall; And do 
not Riſe z the Danger I am In, And yet I Dwell 
There. 


How le is This State! And the Ex- 
tremity of my Miſery ! How it _ _ for 
Relief! I am Afraid of Thee, offended 
Lord! And Tremble, for my Self? My Ha- 
bitual Vices, . Holy Law, are 
ly ATrason to me The Duties Thou Re- 
quireſt of me, And the Diftates of my Sinful 
Soul which 1 have too Aﬀettionately Purſu'd, 
to this very Moment,Rent and Tear my Heart; 
And yet I have not the Power, either to For- 
ſake my Self, or Seek Thee! O Prince of 
Peace! O Divine Redeemer! A ppeaſe this 
War! Compole and Suppreſs chis Inteſtine Dif. 
ference within me, Deliver me from this Tor- 
ment; Break Theſe Chains, that all my Fa- 
culties and Powers may Combine to Offer Un- 
to Thee A Sacrifice of Praiſe ; And that I may 
be Thine Eatirely and without Exception : 
And fince Thou haſt Given me the Grace to be 
Senſible of The Danger 1 am lu; Grant me, 

et, This One Favour more, That This Light 
that Thou hoſt given me, may not be in vam, 
that 1 may not Loſe it ; That I may 2 Re- 
lapſe Into my former Infatuation aud Folly, That 
I may never Fall Intothat Lerhargy of Sin, where 


Thy Voice is no longer beard ; Where Thy Light 


ſhincs not; Where I ſhall be no more 3 


.- . 
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of the Fatal Poiſon that kills the Soul ! By the 
Privation of It from Thee, O my God, who 
art its Only and True Lite. 

How was I to be Pitied, In that Unhappy 
State When 1 Lead my Life, Not In theWay 
: ing tothe Dictates of 11s 
Truth; Nor by Any Rule Preſcribed by His 
; But Riding Poſt after my own Baſe, and 
Mongrel Affections, Yielding up to the 
of my own Vicious and Protane De- 
fires, and Shameful Paſſious; And All other 
Abominations, which Thou chdſt ſee, and, In 
Thy Mercy, Bear withal. O Ihou, who art 
Ae and My Redeemer ! Leave me no 
Baptilm ! 


But when Will This Come to Paſs; My 
Heavenly King! Thou All-Sufficient Reſiorer 


of my Loſſes! Thou Skilful Reiormer of All 
that is Amiſs within me When will the Blel- 


nf: by the Fragrancy and Odour of Thy 
By The Charms of Thy Beauty; And 

The Sublime of Thy Heavenly Doctrine 
When is it, That Thou wilt Settle. In me An 
Eternal Peace, Between 6 
S 3 OL 


* Nl. * 
*. 9＋ For * Hayy 


be Thy Mother, was She the Leſs 


262 
is the Man, whom Thou ſhalt 

O Lord! ST RO 
Thy Law ;, To ſoften the Miſeries of 
a War, till the Grave of the Tranſgreſſor be 
Prepared ; And the Enemy, which is The Bo- 


y , me, 

Impure and Sullied Images, and the 
Little Beauty of my own ! And I camot Plead 
is In this Matter, Thou 1 

o Thee alone Appertaineth All 4 

Dominion, has ry Comoure is Bree 
on Thy Goodneſs! Nevertheleſs, to Confound 
the Pride within me, Thou doſt Feil Thy Gle- 
ry and Greatneſs ; And Condeſcendeſt to 

Creatures; Thou art Subje&t tothe Work of 
Thine 8 —4 1 
Win , who are by 
Thy Providence; And, Exiſt by Thy Rule: The 
Holy Virgin, Becauſe She had The Honour to 
Thy Creature, 
upon that Account! All, that The Holy Vir- 
gin-Mother can lay Claim to, Even to Her ve- 
ry Being, Is it not the Reſult ot Thy Good- 


neſs! From whence then can it be, that Thou 


ſhouldeſt put Her Under A Conſtraint, to Ex- 
ert Avy Authority over Thy Perſon; And That 
Thou ſhouldeſt Condeſcrud to Dwell _ A 
Thirty Tears Subjeftion, of Filial Duty, to Her! 
What Article of Her Advice or —_ 


heve 
Ou 5 
long 


| 
' 
| 
L 
| 


own 5 
Jowing Thy Partern ! How can | forbear;whilf 
rn! How can hi 
Thy Raviſhing Idea's are before me, to Give 
My ſelf up Entirely to Thy Win! Or, Think 
my Self too Good to Submit even to the moſt 
Unworthy of Thy Creatures ! What Hurt 
would it be to Me, to Throw my Self at the 
Feet of the Meaneſt Creature upon the Earth, 
for Thy Sake! It is There, My Saviour! that 
I ſhould be fure to meet Thee; And A 
after Thy Manner, who haſt been Deſpis'd and 
Tram under Foot, by Sinful Men ! But, 
ſhould 1 Come to Pride my Self, and to be Puf- 
fed up with Vanity and Self-Conceit ; Thou art 
Gone! And 1 Loſe and Forfeit Thee! For 
Thou Abhorreſt The High-Minded! And They 
that are Strangers to the Humble Soul, Are t A 
Great Diſtance from Their God. 

Thou canſt not but Behold, O my God! How 
my Heart is Big with Pre ſumption; And Swell 
with the Vain Opinion of my Own Worth ! From 
whence Ariſes This Dependance of my Own 
Capacity and Wiſdom ; And This Obſtinate 
in my own Perverſe Will ; which 
hinders me from Paying due Reverence and 
Submiſſion to my Superiours, according to the 

8 4 Indiſ- 


Wild Reaſon, of it fel 
Ir-o A Thouſand Fol 


and Concupiſcence , Another while, thro* the 
Impe uous Tide of a Cholerick and Wrathful 
Conſtitution, a d Evil Genius, 
— 8 


Croſs- Ways to Sin, through the Corrupt Dic- 
tates of A Carnal Mind. 


When It comes lato my Mind, to ſerve Thee 
1 Ways from that Moment 1 Begi 

ſtead of doing Service, to 
Thee more! Becauſe whilſt 1 Set up my own 
Schiſmatical Religion, I Deviate from that Cha- 
riry, on which Tur CuurBu Susstsrs; And, 
This is ſufficient to Change my Worſhip Into 
An ABMINATION ; A Guilt that God will not 
Forgive, But Infatuate me in my Blindneſs, and 
Smite me with a Wound Tacurable, and UnTo 
Darn; For the More 1 Rely upon My 
Seif, the Leis Conſcious am I of what Pm do- 
ing; And Coulequently fink Deeper and Deep- 
er, Iato Six, ard PExniTION : Gracious 


Purpoſe is that I ſhould Enjoy my Soul ; * 
y 
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3 And doſt 
Pleaſe 


. 


Law ; Thou art Preſent to the Low! 


Reſiſt The Proud Doer ; When 1 
out of Love to Thee, I am ſure to 


Thee 
And 


IV. 


Light to Guide me; And my 


| my own Senſe, 1 
Scandalize my Neighbour ; I Deſpiſe Him, and 
Applaud and Magnifie my Self: I flatter my 
Self that I am Wiſe; And Know not what 1 
am! 1 think my Self upon Sure Grounds ; And 
don't ſee the Przcipices with which I am ſur- 
rounded ! And, Thus, I Travel on, Abandow'd 
to my Self; Deprived of Thy Affiſtance, and 
Soul is Un- 
concern'd, Amidſt All theſe Circumftances of 
Fear and Danger; O my Lord, and my God! 
Who wouldſt, yet, be my Saviour and Redeem- 
er! Thou Knoweſft that Preſumption, and F ain- 
Glory, and Self-Will, are the Occaſion of my Ru- 
in! Tear, out of my Heart, Theſe Roots of 

Teach me, and Give me A Deſire to 
have Recourſe to Thee, for my Cure, fince 
Thou art my only Remedy ; Thou, 
Canft Heal up the Wounds of My Soul! 


Teach me, Moſt Divine Redeemer ! the 
Price aud Merits of This Healing Vertue,which 
is ſo Dear to Thee; which has Attended Thee 
In all Places; And has diſpoſed Thee to Sub- 


mit, without ition, not Only to Thy Ho- 
ly Mother, and St. Joſeph's Will; But to the 


Tyramy of UnTusr Jopors, who have Condem- 
ned Thee, In Thine Innocence; And to Thoſe 
Bloody Executioners, who Nail'd Thy Freri- 
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Thy Providence bat 
I ought to have my View, Sil, 


Praiſe Thee, Thou God of 


Vertues 


hy 
Heaven and Earth ! Let the Saints 
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Providence They are Appointed to Me ! Were 
to Behold Thee, with My Eyes, and could 
be Aſſured that it was from Thy very Self, that 
had the Honour to Receive T 
With what Haſt and Keadineſs ſhould I not Ful.- 
fil Them! If, then, It be as Certain, as Be- 
All Doubt it is, That Thou doſt Govers 
Alt Things, Both in Heaven and Earth;, What 
ſignifies it by what MrepiuM or REPRESENT a- 
TivE, Thou Communicateſt Thy Will? Whe- 
ther it be by An AN OEL, or A Dv; By A 
RE11G10vs PriNCE, ora Wicked Traaxr. 3 
Bleſſed God! I hou Seeſt Into the Bottom of 

my Heart; And Knoweſt that All The Calm 
and Quiet ot my Soul, is Loſt and Gone, when 
Once, I Begin to DISTINGVUISH, upon The 
SACRED PERSON of THY VICE GErENT. 
Lord! Give me Grace To Honour and Revere 
Him, Not with Regerd to bis Own Perſonal Worth, 
or Demerit ; But, WHOLLY and EnTizELY, 
As He is Inveſted with Thy Aathority And, Un- 
der that Notion, | to Yeild wy Self Up Entirely 
to the Directions of thy Providence! For 
ſhould Thy Wiſdom Determin my Fate, Un- 
der the Subjeftion ot the Moſt Cruel, and the 
Worſt of Tyrants, His Heart and His Lips 
Would be, Sin, at Thy Diſpoſal; And could 
not Run Beyond the ALLOTTED LENGTH 3 
nor Sentence me to Any Suffering that Would 
not End to my Own Profit and Advantage. 

Should' Thy Providence Place Me - Under 
The Cruelty of An Unjuſt and Wicked 
whole Malice was Pointed Towards me ; Alak! 
Thy Goodneſs Would, Still, Behold it! And 
Turn All his Malicious Hatred to My Advan- 
tage! And, Whilſt He Would Damn _ 
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his Siniſter Intentions; I ſhould All the while 
be Working out My Salvation by My Implicit 
Obedience. 


I Proftrate My Self, then, at Thy Feet, O 
Thou God of my Soul! Lead Me, by what 
Way Thou Wilt ! Govern Me by Whatever 
Magiſtrate, Thou Thinkeſt fit! Since Thou 
Art, Ever ; In All Things ; And In Every Per- 
fon; Tuo art My Sur:riouR;, Mr Guipz! 
And Mr Ki! 1 am Always before Thee, and 
Under Care; And The Object of thy 
Love: By Tursz, Thou Still Govern 
me, Let it be through WNar InsrRuMENT At Vill. 
Whatever Creature is Set Over me, Be 
He never So Deſpicable, Still I am Unworth 
to Receive Thy Commands, Even Through 
that Medium; And There Can be No Lawful 
Governour Whom Thou haſt Commiſſion'd, So 
Bad, But that, In- Juſtice, l am Bound to Pay My 
Allegiance to Him : But O Lord, Give Me, In 
This Caſe, Such a Principle of Obedience, that 
May Always have its Byaſs Towards Thee 
Alone! That Whilſt I am, thus Entirely, Re- 
figned, to the Municizal Law what Ever I Suffer 
thereby, It may be done, Under this Senſe, as It 
is the Medium of Thy Will; For Th art The 
Father of Mercies, And Doſt Diſpoſe of All 
Things with Sweetneſs and a Kind Intention! 


Hear Me In This Moment O Thou God of 
Love! Aud Receive the Moſt Humble Supli- 
cation, that I Make U:to Thee! What Thou 
Requireſt of me, Above All Things Elſe, Is 
that I hould Obey Thee; And The Firſt Com- 
mandment is, that 1 ſhould Love Thee ! Can I 
Meet with Any thiag Repugant to This Lav ! 


No, 


Hands to Labour In 
to Run Swiftly to 
Tongue 

to thy Glory! Theſe Eyes, A 
forth Lifted up and fix'd for Ever On Thy Mercy 
Seat | And that ſhall Weep a Deluge for my 
Sins! And A Spring of Joy for thy Bounty, In 
Forgiving ! Lord! Receive The Humble Of 
fering of Every Senſe and Faculty Within Me ! 
With My Whole Body, My Will, My Memo- 
ry, My Underſtanding, My Defires, My Sighs, 
the Intentions, and All the M-tions of My Soul! 
Receive O Lord! All the Remaining Hours; 
All the Moments; All the Accideats of my 
Life; My whole Body and My whoſe Soul! 
Thou haſt Said that we Can Do Nothing with- 


Senſes Right; Directing 
My Actions; May 
bour, and My Reſt from it; 
its Errant, or Stop My Career, as it Thinks 


fit; Let its Dominion be without Reſerve ; Let 
it 


ö 


Under an U | 

Diſpel — 9 
 Exalt its Lowlinefſs and Fulfil its Capacity! O 
Thou Di 


15 


Fat 


„Since Thou Deſireſt what 1 
for, more than | am Capable to 
Self, Do Thou So Transform and Change 
Thee, that I May Neither Know, nor 
of my Own Exiſtence, but as It is 
Into thy Nature. 
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Moft Pure Virgin! Mother of God! The moſt 
Q Humble and Obedient of All Creatures! Confi- 
der thoſe Many fatal and Unhappy Falls Into 
Which My Diſobedience, and Pride have Sunk me! In- 
terceed with Bleſſed Redeemer, for me! He is THW 
SON, and THY God ! Prevaile Thou, therefore, With 
Him, to Inſpire me with his Grace, that I may Per- 
form His Holy Will! Ye Bleſſed Angels! Who 1 
may 


Your 
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The Model of A! Perfelltien; in whoin, AN 
the Heavenly Treaſures, we eater can Poll 
or De ire, * iet and 
Dis, Under Sraveff Cireumſtinces of Ner- 
ty, In tt: N; Let we might N 
med with the Brightnes of His Had 
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VAaNGrticat Poverty | 
Cad Alen than Indigence, Had not Our 
B'etled Saviour Spoken 
Maimer of Men, tobe Underſtood by Them. 


It is a Common Obſervation, 
Setts a Greater Value upon his Performances, 
than He that is C: pable of Doing Li 
on theContrary, He that Can do moi? is Seldom 
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Scatter his Eſtate about; 

Grafſps All that He Can Come 
Acts a0. are The Words of The Bleſſed 
$5» A is Better to Give than to Receive : The Pr 
Man, has but very 
Mony that He Squanders ; And tho' He proſti- 
tutes it to Gratife his Other Vices, the Griping 
Wretch is no More Exempt, or at —— 
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This Excellent Truth is!. 
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Thoſe whole Sacrifice is 
Duty, as they are Leſs faithful to 
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1 — * "oy CT 
"Thou didſt take the State bf Poverty upon Thy 
Self; But to Teach me that Thou Thy Self 
Art Sufficient for me; And that I can be Rich In 
Thee Alone! Let Thy Poverty therefore O! 
«work the Gracious Purpoſes of thy Goodneſs to 
Effect upon me. 
Thou Seeſt, O My God! That what I poſ- 
ſeſs of This World with fo much Delight, or 
Purſue with fo much s and Deſire, 
"takes up my whole Soul; Abſtract All my 
Thoughts, And Deprive me of my Reſt : 80 
Long as I am Incumbred with theſe Dangerous 
Amuſements, I forget Him that Made Ae, | 
can, no Lift up my Soul to Him for 
what I want ; No Worſhip Him In Spirit 
and In Truth : 1 thank no more how much 
I am Indebted to Thy Goodneſs ! But I Rejett 
theſe Gracious Overtures ! And what I caurot 
without the Utmoſt Confuſion, before 
Thee, my moſt Merciful Saviour; If any fre- 
ble Deſire moves me towards Thee, prompting 
me to Haſten to thy Mercy-Scat, I find my 
Self fo Loaded and Over-Burthened with my 
Miſery, and fo ſtaiu'd with Guilt, that I have 
not the Power, I dare not ſo much as Lift up 
Eyes towards Heaven ! Any Trifle Engages 
me; Every Childiſh Gugaw, and Vitious De- 
fire, like the Whimſies of a ſick Perlon, takes 
Poſſeffion of Me! The Leaſt Pleaſure drags 
me after it, though there be Nothing Solid in 
it And I am ſure to finda Fatal Poy ſon there- 
in, and A Philtre which the Grand Adverſary 
makes uſe of, to withdraw my Soul from Thee: 
But the Heighth of my Misfortune is, that 1 
do not ſee the Wretched Condition 1 am In; 
And am not Senſible of the Temptations, and 
U Dangers 


my Dear Redeemer ! who art, 
Poor, and Stript of All ! Take Pity 


| am, 
from that Poverty of Spirit, v 
Thy Servants ; But Wretched as I 


not, 
the Power to do, but by the — | + 
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Requiredſt, was to Feed upon My Heart; This 
was All thy Cloathing and thy Place of Reſt; 
Wich which Thou wouldſt be better Satisfied 


than with All the Enjoyments of the Creation ! 


Thou 2 to 19 75 


always Ready to Receive 1 
Remember, O Bleſſed Lord! that when 


Thou didſt Vouchſafe to 3 4 with Them; 
And didſt Difpiſe the Murmurings of Thoſe 
Proud Worldlines who Reviled Thee upon t 
Account Remember how the ſinful Z acheus 


to Gratifie his Curioſity, and didit Carry Thy 
Along with Thee ! Thou doſt not For- 
get, How the that Had been fo L ooſe, and ſuch 
a Wanton Woman, came to ſearch after Thee 
inthe Houſe of a Sinner, and Return'd from 

U 2 thence 


12920 
thence a Sanftified Soul! And afterwards Thou 
didſt Vouchſaſe her a Viſit at her own Home! 
Thus Thou who Thy {elf every Thi 
that this World Aﬀeords, Inviteſt Al ref 
that are Weary and Heavy to Come unto 
Thee, with an Aſſurance that Thou wilt Give 
them Reſt : Content to be Deprived of All the 
Reſt, Requireſt Nothing but the Heart 
Who tl en ſhall Hinder me, O Lord, from Par- 
taking of thoſe Graces that Flow from Thee! 


It is True, I am not Worthy that Thou 
ſhouldefſt Eiter Into My Soul! But fince my 
Wretchednefs has not Prevented Thee from In- 
viting me, It cught rot to Hinder me from fol- 


* c. John lowing T hee ! And when Thou ſaidft that, * 
12. 32. Thou ſh:uldeft be Lifted up from the Earth, and 


then wouldeft draw All after Thee, I was not 
Fxc-pted In that Thy Meritoriows Work upon 
the Crols ! Draw me then to Thee, O my God! 
I am ot leſs Thine than Matthew, or Zachems, 
or Magdalene! But, If I am yet more Blind and 
Miſerabie than They were; The Exceſs of my 
more Deplorable Condition, is ftill a farther 
Argument for Thy on ! Remember 
Grac'ous Lord! that Thou haſt not Deſpi 
the Pooreſt Creature! Thy Holy Mother was 
U::der the Greateſt Straits, and Brought Thee 
forth in a Stable; The Poor and Simple Shep- 
herds were Thy Courtiers to Attend Thee In 
T!y Manger, Thou didſt make Choice of 
Mea IIliterate Men for Thy Diſciples : Thou 
h:| |: vited Poor Sinners to Thy Comforts; 
wich T.ch as Theſe Thou didft Spend Thy Lite; 
And Geſp out Thy Breath Between two of 
Them! There is no Conditio. de | 


* 
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' moſt miſerable Objects of Thy Charity; Thou 


and Subſtantial Nature; + Thou Wilt not 


Phim and the Angels of 
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which Thou haſt not Delighted in, either for 
Our Trial, Or to Heal us, Or Eurich us by it ; 
So that I ſhall not be Excluded ! I am miſerable 
enough to Betake my Self to Thee, Moft Di- 
vine Saviour! And I have a juſt Title to Come 
no Thy Preſence ! O do Thou, therefore, 
Receive me, My God ! Into the Number of the 


ſhalt find Room ln my Heart for thee to ſhed 
thy Treaſures In; or, at Leaſt to Exerciſe thy 
and Compaſſon. 

When I look upon thy Poverty, I cannot 
Expreſs the Sentiments of my Heart, But yet I 
cannot Leave Thee! There is a Greatneſs and 
A Charm In thy , that Raviſhes my 
Soul; And I Adore it as muchas my Weakneis 
will permit me : Lord! Kindle In my Heart A 
Flame towards Thee, whoſe Strengt E- 

y 


„det 
| the Miſery of this thy Suffering! All 
itive Enjoyments which Thou haſt deny'd 
thy ſelf In This World, do Really Leſſen and 
Impoveriſh the Soul that is too Exceſſively Ad- 
ditted to them ; Whereas, Thou Heapeſt up- 


on Thoſe who deſpiſe and fit Looſe to Them, 


the True Riches, and ſuch as are of a moſt Solid 


the Soul of The Poor, as the Prophet tells 


niſht with thy Wiſdom, and Guided by Thy 
Spirit! No Trouble moleſts Them ! But 
Enjoy K up Calm, and Life of 

eace jet; although They Live In 
a Miſerable World, Their Converſation is In 
Heaven! whilſt Impriſon'd In a Body of Clay 
and Corruption, They Lead the Life of Sera- 
God ! The Poor Taft 
U 3 thoſe 


forget * 


Pf. 74. 


us, 19. 
They are Enlightncd with Thy Brightneſs | Reple- 


ries of this Painful Life, They Enjoy a Sacred 
and Perſett Freedom, Always Raiſed above 
the World, And Above Themſelves ! 


fion of Thy Holy Table ; And after that De- 
licious Entertainment, All the Luxuriouſneſs 
of the World is Taſteleſs and Inſipid to Them. 


When will that Moment Come, O 
Thou, who art my and my All! When 
Abſtrafted far from the World's Senſual Enjoy- 


wilt, that is, when Thou Toucheſt My Soul 
with thy Secret Illapſes of Thy Spirit; when 
Thou Diſpelleſt thoſe Clouds of Darkneſs in 
me, with A Ray of Thy Brightneſs; When 
Thou Refineſt all the Droſs, all that is Baſe and 
Earthly in me by the Fire of Thy Love; And 
doft Digeſt and Reunite the whole Multiplicity 
of my Deſires Into Thine Own ity and 


Brightneſe! How very different do I find my 
Heart then! Of what a Refined Extract from 
It's 
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its own Groſs Nature! When, In the Fulneſs 


of Knowledge, and Thy Love, it vents 
Sd ron and cries, My God ! my Rich- 
es! my Strength ! My Delight ! Then it Feaſts 
on Thy Sweets as its Solid and Proper Food ! 
And All the World beſides is * 
ching! Away, Be Gone far me, All ye 
Sondid Trifles that are Dirt and ! Fare- 
wel Vain World, and all thy fading Glories ! 
Let me Embrace My Poor, Abject, Deſpiſed 
Jeſus! O My Jeſus ! O My Love! O My Life ! 
O My An! , | 
Thee, Moſt Divine Saviour ! I Al my VI. 
ſhalt never be Confounded ! All my Fears * P.. 25.2. 
ight ! r 

Loved Thee ! Or that I have Believed In 


v4 


p © 


L 296 } 

When Thou Commandeſt me to follow Thee; 
and to Renounce the World for Thy Sake, 
Thou knoweſt my Frailty ; And therefore thou 
E thy Self ar the ſame time to Become 
my Strength, and Regardeſt not the Merit of 
my Weak Endeavours, But the Greatneſs of 
thy own Mercy: How Secure am I, Moſt Gra- 
cious Lord ! under the Shadow of Thy Wings! 
How Tranquil and Quiet In Thy Arms! How 
Sweetly do I Repoſe my Self upon Thy Boſom ! 
Thou Delivereſt ne from the Snares mine Ene- 
mies have Planted to Surprize and Trepan me! 
Thou takeſt the Care upon Thee to Defend me 
from them, that 1 may not be ſhaken either by 


the Sharpneſs of Neceflity that prefles hard up- 


on me, nor own Infirmity, that Weakens 
red DiGhles me; ror by the Pirtoutions efie- 
World, nor the Temptations of that Evil One : 
It is Thy Pleaſure, O Lord And it is Juſt, that 
whilſt 1 Live In Thy Fear and Love, I ſhould 
defy all Evil! And whilſt 1 follow thy Exam- 
ple, ſhould be afraid of Nothing ; fince Thou 
Grveſt me the Grace to do as Thou Command-- 
eit me! And art Almighty to Proteft me. 
I Caſt my Self therefore, O My Lord ! 
and my God! with All my Miſeries, my 
Sins, my Frailty, and thoſe Good Inclinations 
with which Thou Infpireſt me, Into the Arms 


* PC. 31. 7 4 — Compaſſion. * * Into Thy Hands 
I Commend 


Spirit ? Thoſe Hands which have 
made me after thine own ! Lord! do 
Thou Reform and make it a New Creature 
thro' Thy Wiſdom and Thy Truth! And Grant 
that I may thereby diſcover the Secrets of Thy 
Will, walk in Thy Way, and execute the Gra- 


cious Purpoſes of II y Will ! Let chat Omni- 


reer 
Arm, without which I can i 

Afiſt and Strengthen me, that Being Truly 
Poor in Spirit, and Abſtratted in Life, and free 
from All Delufions that would withdraw 
me from my God, 1 may fix my Soul, as 1 
Ought to do On All thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings, 
which are only to be found In Thy Poverty. 


CC 


Moſt Holy Mother, of My Exer Living Saviour 
who haſt truly followed the Pattern of his Exem- 
plary, Poor ition In This World And doſt 

Impart of His Heavenly Treafures * Thou haſt not On- 

ly A Parental Affection for the Poor, but alſo for Fal- 

len and Diftreſſ:d Sinners! Interceed for me that I may 
be Inſpired with that Divine Grace, that Poverty of Spi- 
rit, which has Accumulated ſo much ct thoſe Celeftial 

Riches upon Thy Self! Aſſt, Ye Bleſſed Spirits, this 

Poor Sinner! Help me, Ye Holy Powers, by Your hap- 

Miniftration, that through the Contempt of theſe 

blunary Enjov ments, I Deſerve, One Day, to 

Rejoyce with You, In the Fruition of thoſe Eternal 

Joys that ſhall never fade Away. Amen. 
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lem Poverty is Uſually Ac- 
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Torment They put upon Him In his Faſ- 
; So He Omitted No Painful Work, that 
icht AMiC: and Mortifie his Humanity. 

is Divine Redeemer of Our Souls, Knew - 


was Incompatible with his moſt Immaculate and 
Inoffenſive Purity, He took upon Him the Ex- 
ternal Part, which is Nothing _ An 
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Auſtere, and Ri Life : This He Recom- 
mended to us, as A Plank to Save A Soul In 
Shipwrack, to be of Service to us, as a Work 
Conſecrated by his Own Perſonal Mortifica- 


tions. 
Saints, who have Led 


There have been many 
A more Strift and Auſtere Life, Even than 
The Bleſſed Jeſus Himſelf did: St. John the 
Baptiſt, Neither Ware Such Cloaths, nor Liv'd 


on Such Proviſioa as was Uſual to Mankind: 


And This Singular Auſtereneſs of his Life drew 

1 the Eyes and — pay of the 
3 Who are Always 223252 
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ticial Appearance of it: And This Made 

Preciſe Phariſees So iſh when they Saw 


The Blefſed Jeſus Aſſociate with and at The 


Table of Diſr 


All that, All the Utmoſt Ri 
Holy Saints have Exercis'd, 


Perfetion of His: Al 


but Exerciſing Themſelves In the Loweſt De- 
gree of Penance, which was to Labour Hard 
for the Cure of Their Souls; To Bridle the 
Extravangances of 
Suppreſs its Irregular A and Paſſions; 
But the Auſterity of Jeſus Chriſt Gave A Sauc- 
tion, and Inhanc'd 
Weight and Efficacy to that of Good and Holy 
Men , whoſe Works of Penitence do Hereby 
Become Powerful and Energical to Procure 
Thoſe Great and Extraordinary Graces which 
have Made Thoſe Holy Victims So A 
to Almighty God! The End Theſe Holy Re- 
cluſes Propole, by the Penances they ah 

rariiy 


Te Urmoſt Rigow Men. But for 
that the Moſt 

May have 
been Greater, Yet they — 22 
They Underwent, was 


Nature, And to 


Price, and Transfer d 


— __ 
* . So nn 


LETS on 
tarily Inflift Themſelves is that thereby 

Dalbcy. whet Ever Stnide In thet 
3 Preveut the Eageriefs 


* 


kt Souls in its Flight to God; But The Se- 


verities the Bleſſed Jeſus Determin'd Him- 
ſelf, were the Mere Effects of His Love, 
Proceeded from A Principle of L1effable Chari- 


were Sinful Duſt , But More 
Imitable In Chriſt, who was to be A Mo- 
del Adapted and Proportion'd to Our Weakneſs. 


The Bleſſed Jeſus Never Appear'd above the 
Level of his Humanity, unleſs it were Ia Thoſe 
Works of His wherein he did not Expett that 
We Could follow Him; As In his Power of 
Working Miracles; In The Efficacy and Au- 
thoriry of His Word, and In The Sublime of 
His Doctrine; But What He Ever Oblig'd ot 
Advis'd us to Imitate Him in, was Only In that 
Common Courſe of Lite, which had Nothing of 
Extraordiuary In it; Leaſt it ſhould Diſcourage 
us; And what was Steady, without Intermiſſi- 
on, thereby to fix our Fluttuating and Un-Set- 
tled Nature. He Cloath'd Himſelf In Wool; Fed 
upon Common Diet; Ofcentimes 
Himſelf with a Cruſt of Barley Bread and A 
Little Water; And if at any Time He gave 
the Leaſt Looſe to this Abſtemious way of Liv- 
ing, upon the Accident of An Invication to dine 
with any One whoſe Soul He was Seeking after, 
He forthwith Return'd and Betook Himſelf to 
has former Strictneſs: The Cold Earth was Bis 
Bed; And His Eyes were No Longer Cloſed 


than Nature did Require to wind up the Weari- 
ed 


e Beſtous upon us: But We Muſt, at Leaſt, 
Endeavour, to Work our Arora Fg» 
of Sorrow and Contrition by the Acts of Fiety, 
the Prattice of Good Works, and whatever Lies 
In 


deſign Not to Amend, 

and Mortifie thoſe Unclean and Violent Incli- 

nations that Induc'd Him to them , Flatters 

Himſelf In vain with any Notion of Truth Pe- 

nitence: For All theſe Defefts In This Neceſſa- 
ry duty ſhew plainly that there is Still Remaia- 

22g Some Dj 

And that his Heart is very 

His Sins; And Yet, theſe things are but too 

Common ; Eſpecally Among Young Perſons, 

who Seldom are In Earneſt, and Hearty In their 

and are Not frequently out of the 

way of Wickedneſs ; Nor Care Much to Reſiſt 

the Propenſities of Nature : 

The Sign of True Repentance, to 

St. Jerom, is to * Hate Sin as much as we have Lov-* Ep. * 

ed it; According to St. Ambroſe to + Suffer No- ad 

luntarily, In Abborrence of Ones Life paſt, Ae, e 

12 1e We have Done to God :4 Am 4 

According to the Devout Tamlerws ; Not L. 2. De 

wy of God More Forgineneſs than Correcti- Pen. cs. 

on, through an Entire Reſignation to The Di- 

vine Juſtice. In This Laſt Opinion Conſiſts the 

Perfettion of a Si icere and Inward Repentance; 

But Becauſe It is noz Common, The Holy 

Scripture Only Warns us that | We ſhould Still] Eccles. 

fear for Sins, that are forgiven : Nt that God 3+ 14. 


will 


* ³˙—1 — A 
win Ever Call us to an Account for 
that are already Remitted, But 
Aſſurance of Our Forgiveneſs 
ſhbuld Diſpoſe us to fall Eafily again 
Like Tra 1{greflion : Beſides that With) 
Special Revelation we Cannot be Certain 
Our Sins are Forgiven; but Only have a Beli 
Grounded upon the Conjettures that we Make 
upon Our having Made Uſe of The Means God 
has Preſcrib'd to prevail upon his Mercy: 
Moreover, we Ca::not be Certain whether or 
Not we have Us'd Our Diligence According to 
what is Required for it. 

Therefore we muſt Ever Deplore the Sins 
we have Once Committed , And be Under 
Continual Apprehenſious Leaſt we ſhould full 
Into New Tranſgreffions : For, Since, after the 
Greateſt Inſtances of Coutrition and Repen- 
tances, weStill feel Our Selves So Ready to be 
Carry'd away Into Our former Sins, we have 
Reaſon to be always under a Dread and Humble 
Apprehenſion, that Our Abhorrence of the 
Sins we have Committed, was not So Strong as 
to Root out all the Roots of it, which it may 
have Left In the Soul. 

For this Reaſon The Saints Teach us that 
Pennance ſhould be R So as we are 
Obnoxious to Sin, that is, "till we Leave this 
World: Becauſe Sin is of So Malicious a Na- 
ture, that, we Onght to Conclude, that it 
Cannot be Eradicated but by A Contrition full 
as Long as The Thread of Life; And That 
God, In his Merciful forgiveneſs of Our Treſ- 
paſſes, do-s not Diſpenſe with The Obligations 
we are Under to be Wipeing out Thoſe Stains 


upon Our Souls with Repeated Sighs and 
Tears; 
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Reprobate Sinner 
ſted So Much Pleaſure In his Luſts, 


1 


than The Soul of the Moſt Ambitions Can 
Even Wiſh for, of the Gli intries 
this World; whoſe * Foy it mas to Save us Eten a Heb. 12. 
by the R Death The Croſs ;, And 2. 
That Not Content to Purchaſe for us The Free 

X Pardon 


IV. 


He was Well Appris d of the Inconſtancy 


Pardon and Remiſſion of Our Sins; But He muſt 
Needs Undertake to go Through. Such Pains 
and Torments as not Guy Balbac'd but Even 
ed the Greatneſs of Our Guilt. But as 


Evil Diſpoſition of Our Heart, 11 


From this Diſcourſe there are Two Things 
to be Infer'd : Fu That God is always Ready 
to Forgive us; Whenever we Return to Him 
wich a dincere Sorrow for Our Offences: Second- 

» That Out of the Love we Owe Him, we 
Id Always Maintain and feed that Fire 
which would Enflame Our Souls with a Senſe of 


th He has for Spiritual 

Conflict, and Self Denyal, and to the State and 
Condition of his Liſe : In Which Theſe Follow- 
ing Rules May be Obſery'd. Fi 
3 


ous to Examin what it Really Stars In Need of 
In Relation to the Circumſtances of Time, and 
Place, and Buſineſs, and Imvard and Outward Diſ- 

ions; For Difficult it is to Preſcribe A Rule, 
this Matter, that ſhall be Ge::eral ant Appli- 
cable to all the World! Bur One May Say, In 
the Main, That A Good Man May Decrive 
Himſelf, when Under the Prerence of Neceflity 
He Sooths Himſelf, and Indulges with what is 
too Choice and Exquiſite ; To The lntringe- 


ment of his Vow , of Poverty , Temperance, 
Mortification , Abſtration , Liberty of Mind, 


and Even Charity and Conformity to his Holy 
; In which, at this Rate, It would 
not Seldom Happen, that One Religious May 
Want Neceffaries, whilſt Another Exceeds the 
Limits and Intentioas of his Order. Beſides, 
Secular Men, who, whilſt they Pretend to Com- 
ply with theſe Neceſſary Duties, follow more 
CRE en 
Neceſſity for Every thi! So Eagerly 
Hone after ; Fall Inte Infinite Excefles and Diſ- 
orders. Therefore The moſt Sure Way Both 
for Religious and Seculars too, is to Conſult A 
Prudent, Vertuous and Dis- Intereſſed Director, 
and Reſolve to Stand to his Direction. | 
We muſt not Grant to Nature, with- 
out the Utmoſt Caution, any thing It Impor- 
tunes for, Out of the Regular Courſe of Our 
Religious Way : And Under this View, we 
* of All Our Virtious Incl ina- 
tions, which are the Spring of all Our 
Exceſles. — 


X 2 Thirdly, 


* 
Thi el us, ing for- 
ward In Our Spiritual Way; To have it In Our 
Mi we fall not ſhort of what we Might do 
if we were In Earneſt! And That we Deceive not 
Our Selves, In Believing we Can poſlibly 
rerogate, Let us do what We Can: For U 
Theſe Notions, we ſhall be more Cautious, 


” Txtravagance 
That Looſe Men Give Themſelves to Tranſgreſs, 
that Mortifies Self- will, Obſtinacy In nion; 
and the vain Eſteem of Our Selves : This Sort 
of : 


And There are but Very Few, if thy Liften'd 
to the Dictates ot Nature, who would not Ra- 
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fied Men : But Let Them take Notice that this 
Di is A Snare that the Wicked 


2 One Lays In their way, to Detain Them In 
| their Lukewarmaeſs and Indiffereiicy towards 
their God: That God does not Require rep 


eake The Vows and Aufterities of Saints upon 
Them, But to Be of the Same Spirit and Di 
poſition; Au then God Will Enlighten 

> m Grice , 


Hy 
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Senſes, and the Fatal Sentence Written up- 
y Lite! For * No Man 


eag d me to Commit againſt thy Pu- 
rity ! This Tongue whi 1 i I 


Having Argued a Thouſand Times agai 
Dictates of thy Will! Theſe Ears which Have 
So Often Heard thy Word, are filſd with all 
the Traſh, thoſe vain and wn Suggeſtio is 
they Have Hearken'd to, againſt thy Law : All 
this Earthly Frame is Every where Engraven, 


and Mark'd with the Characters of Guilt, 4 
| WIC 
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been the luſtrument to Convey it 


Self at Feet, O God ! 
of thy Law 


it 


my 
the 


any Notion of 
ſſary Work of Permance! Slack and 


fazut In thy Service! Who always thwarted 


that Light and thoſe Inward Motions which 
would have Soften'd Him Into Repentance; and 
was the More Inflexible and Harden'd at thy 
Severer Calls to His Converſion ! Shall This 
Wretched, Baſe, Senſual, Defiled Soul preſume 
to Appear Before thy Immaculate and pertect 
ity ! Un wy it Free, _—_— 

Own Di ; y its Eſtranging it 
from 1 has Euſlav'd itſelf, Under a 
moſt ſhametul Drudgery, aud Bondage; It is 
Become more Servile to the Fleſh, than Obe- 
dience to its God! Whoily taken up, and 
I — 2 as; Deaf to the 
Gentle iſpers of oly Spirit li- 
and Unadtive In its Duty 4 — its 
[maginations, Exceſſive la its De ſires; und La- 
bouring Under all thoſe Miſer es whic!: Thou 
Beholdeſt and doſt Abhor; and, to Complete 
ö 3 ced from Thee, O My God! 
art the very Energy and Exiſtence of 

Life itſelf. _— 

Thou Knoweſt, O moſt Holy Lord | That 1 
Can have no true Idea of The Conſequence 01 
thole Sins, which have drawn down thy Wroth 


and Vengearce upon my Soul! How then 


Can 


\ 
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2 Sin Offer- 
ing Canl Sight! 1 
Can Pretend to Rocking Fas, — 1 — 
God ! But the Chaſtifement and faſt — 
of Death which Thou Wilt — enck againſt 
me, Ualeſs Thou ſhalt Vouchſafe to Look 
me with the Eyes of Mercy! Thou Haſt 
Born with the Exceſſes of my Youth, and Irre- 
gularities of my Life, with A Fatherly Indul- 
Ar : Thou haſt Seen me, Like One that 
Loft his Seuſes; In my full Career, after the 
moſt ſhameful and Ignomi nous Abominations ; 
Catchiag at E ity of doing thoſe 
things that Thee: Dazled with a Thou- 


ſaud Vanities, which 1 Purſu'd with the Utmoſt 


Zeal and Ardercy, Under an Entire Forget- 
fulref* of Thy Law or the Salvation of my 
Soul ! Swallow's up In the Lunuriance of Un- 
lawful Pleaſures, and Divided Into Many Dif- 
ferent Affections of which Thou, My God, 
A Thee Hes Goo 
me Impos'd wW _ out of my 
Loft and Undone, Hover: The Brink: 
of Hell, and Haft pulfd me KA 
Juſt falling precipitate Into the Abyſs of Tor- 
ment : 

1 am the Wretched Creature Thou haſt Wait- 
ed for So Long; A! Thou waſt not Ignor- 
ant of my Guilt, nor the Blindneſs which made 
me that I had no Senſe of it! Alas! My Con- 
ſcience is Harden'd Still! What ſhall Ido then, 
O my Merciful God ! For Thou upholdeſt me 
from Deſpair, although I can find In 
me to Ground any Hope ! O Kind and 
Charitable Shepherd of A Flock that's gone 
Aftray ! Who, I. Tenderneſs to my Soul wilt 

no- 


oo ————— 


by the Salubrious Work of Pzxx ance and Mor- 
tification Open Thou Mine Eyes that I may 
Truly Conſcious of My Sins; and Have A 


and an Abomination In thy Sight! 


Eternal Thanks and Praiſe be for ever Aſribed 
unto Thee, 


O Thou Divine Paſtor of Our Souls! 
For the Mercy that has induced Thee to Take 
My Sins upon Thee! Let me Ever Adore Thee 
for That Thine Ineffable and Moſt E.. dearing 
Charity, which movd Thee to Undertake So 
Laborious a Task for my Comfort! I Adore For 
Thoſe Tedious Watchings, That Craving Hun- 
ger, Parchiig Thirſt and All Thoſe Other 
Painful and Bitter Trials Thou haſt Conquered 
for My Sake! Let me, In the moſt Profound 
Adoration, Acknowledge Thy Love, In Thoſe 

Severities, of Thy Life of Penitence 
©y Years Together, Thou Gig Expiate Tln 

Years T 1 i iate I 
Criminal aad Forbidden Pleaſures to which 
I had Abandoned and Sold my Self! I Adore 
that Immenſe Charity of Thine which has Im- 
preſt upon Thee Such a Senſe and 
of my Miſeries; That deep and Solema Grief 
with which Thou haſt Lamented Sins ! 
That Fervent Burning Zeal, which drove Thee 
On to Satisfie for My Soul with Thy Precious 
Blood! 1 Adore thoſe lnexpreſſibly Meritori. 
ous Works, which a> dn; 


chas d the Forgiveneſs of my Sins, 
ver-Ceaſing Joys and Triumphs of the Bleſſed. 
Give me, O Lord! The Senſe 1 Ought to 
have of All the luſta ces of Thy Bounteous 
Goo.inefs! 1: Thoſe Tedious Nights Thou haſt 
Paſs d in Praying for my Soul; And to Draw 
Dow i The Bleflings of God Upon Me! Still 
halt Thine Eye, Thoſe Criminal Nights in 
which 1 offended Thee with the Deeds of Dark- 
neſs! Theſe Were preſet to thy Sight! and In 
Thy Many Laguithi.zs under the Severities 
ſharp Hunger and Thurſt, Thou Still hadſt 
Thie Eye, and Aggravated thine Anguiſh 
with the Thoughts of my Luxury and | 
rance! Under thy Greateſt Labours and Fati- 
gues, thou didſt fore ee the Lukewarm Supine- 
neſs and Indifterency of my Soul! When In the 
Tendernets of thy Compaſſion, thou wert Weep- 
ing A Deluge for my Sins, and ſhedding Flouds 
of Tears for Me, Thou Kneweſt the Hardneſs 
of my Stoney Heart ! Thou Beheldeſt me Cold 
and Frozen to thy Love, when thine Amazi 
Goodneſs fir'd thee with A Zeal which Deliver 
Thee up to Death for My Sake! Amidſt the 
moſt Severe Auſterities of Thy Life, Thou 
didſt Conſider the Licenc'o:t.efs and Nicety of 
Mine! And In All The 1dea's and Foreſight of 
Thine Infinite Wi ſdom, I was Infta.tly In my 
Cariere, and P:ruacipitate to Perditioa, at the 
very Time that thou watt | abourig for my dul. 
vation ! 
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and Indulgent 
Death of A Sinner But Rather That He ſhould 
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vation! How was I upon The Ming to Fly the 
Allurements of thy Love, by which Thou waft 
Endeavouring, and doing All Thou Couldſt to 
Draw me to Thee! All the Delight I took was 
to Offend Thee by my Sins, for which thou Waſt 
Reſolv'd to Suffer, and was very Eager and 
Attentive to Indulge and Carets My Body, 


Whilſt Thou for my Sake waſt Afflicting and 


Tormenting Thine! And when, Like A Tender 


Father, who Would not the 


Return from his Tranſgreflions ad Live, I hou 
wert taking All this Pains to Save my Soul, I 
was Only Cortriving how to Damn my Selt, 


and Work out my Ruin. 


Oh! My God! Behold Here the Sinner 


Thou Haſt U So much for; The Very 
Prodigal, who was, Then, Preſent to thy View ! 


And who is, Always, Poor Miſerable, and Un- 
faithful! Such as lam, 1 Caſt my Self at Thy 
Feet! But 1 Bring, with me, The Merits of 
Thy Sufferings; And The Promiſes of Thy 
Mercy! For Theſe 1 Bcleech Thee, O Lord! 
And, that I may Prevail with Thee for 
1 Offer The thy Faſtugs, Thy Vigils, Thy 
Prayers, and The Rigourous Hardſhips and 
Auſterities Thou Haſt Gone through! Regard 
The Injuries aud Sorrows Thou Haſt Endured ! 
And forgive me Ille Sins that I have Commit- 
ted! If Thou Mou'dſt not that A Sinner 
ſhould Periſh, Becauſe He is The Work of thy 
Hands, and Thou Loveſt Every Creature Thou 
Baſt Made, How Carſt Thou Endure that 1 
ſhould Lote the Fruit of So Many Labours! 
And That thy Merits ſhould be In vain ! 


Thou 


Me, O Thou God of Mercy! Do Thou Thy 
Self Interceed ſor Me with That Eternal Spirit, 
whoſe Guidance Thou didſt follow In thy Mor- 
tal State! Enquire of That Bleſſed Guide, On 
what Account it was, that He Induced Thee to 
faſt ſo often? Wherefore He Enjoyn'd Thee 
Such a Continu'd Life of Watchings, and Suf- 
ferings for My Sins? And According to The 
Anſwer He ſhall make, Iaform My Soul In that 
Sacred Light, and Teach me That which I know 
not In my Blindneſs to Ask for! Caſt Thine 
upon thiue Own Sufterings, O Lord! And 
Let Them Plead for what They have lnfiaitely 
Merited In my Behalf. | 
Do Thou Diſpoſe All my Senſual Facul- 
ties, and the Powers of my whole Corporeal 
Fart to Thy Service! Thou Knoweſt how This 
Living Clay, is In P Agitation againſt 
the Happineſs of my Soul! Ad that it often 
Choaks end Stifles the Good Seed which Thou 
doſt Caſt therein: Beſtow upon me, therefore, 
Strength and Courage to Encounter and Op- 
pole this fatal ! OTeach me to dilco- 
ver All its Stratagems and Snares; And the 
Malice 
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Malice that lies Conceal'd under AU its Wiles 
_ Artiſce to 
da, without Thy 
ſary ſo 

- Given * for the 
grimage ! Andoblig'd me to Support 

riſh it, Leſt it ſhould Faint; And to Chaſten 
and Corrett it, that it may not Rebel ! How Il 
do I obſerve fo neceſſary a Medium! For I am 
much more Inclined to Indulze and Sooth my 
Senſual Part, than to Chaſtiſe it! And this has 
Given ic ſo much che Aſcendant Over me, and 
the Preſumpt on and Hardneſs to Riſe up a- 
gainſt me ! Blefſed Lord! Do Thou Nail and 
Faſten, my Rebel Eleth! O Bind it taſt There | 
with the Cords of Thy Love! Aud Inſpire me, 
by Thine own Auſterity, with A Diſcretion, A 
Courage and Unſhaken Reſolution, to Treat | 
Th's Body of Sin, as by Thine Own Example 

Thou haſt thewn me How Thou wouldſt hve | 
me do it. | 
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+ Prov. keep Silent! + Life and Death, according to 
38. 21. Thy Word, are In the Power of the Tongue ; 
Grant that mine may lever cut a Gaſh, nor 
cauſe any Wou d, Neither In My Self, Nor to 
My Neighbour ! And that rather than Gffeud by 
that Alſpe: Comagioa, and Poiſon'd Arrow, Let | 
me for Ever enjoy Thy oft and Secret WhiC- | 
pers In An Eternal S:le:ice and Retreat by 


3211 


haft faid, 


to our Souls : Shut up then, Theſe my Gates up- 
on Thee, O my God That Thou only mayſt 
take up Thy Abode there ;And that nothing elſe 
may enter In, to diſpleaſe Thee! Mortify and 
Deftroy 


My Vitious and Corrup: AﬀeCtions, 
and Ballance the Diſpenſations of Thy Provi- 
dence towards me, In Reſpett 


to the Periſh- 
able Enjoyments of this World, according to 
the Cravings, not of my Exorbitant Doſires of 
the Fleſh, but the mere Neceffity of Nature, 
and Common Subſiſtence. 

O Lord! art Acquainted with Thoſe 
Numberleſs Tranſgreſſions which the to » Fond 
and Over-weening P of the Fleſh has 
Induc'd me to Commit: O Give me Leave and 
Time to Lay my Guilt before Thee, By Ac- 
knowledging My Tranſgreſſion In the Auguiſh 
and Bitterneſs of my Soul, by a Faithful Dit- 
quiſition of All the Years of my Life. And 
Here Let Ponitent Confeſs and Accuſe Himſelf In 
Particular of - Ail his Paſt Sins, And then make 
This following Prayer. 


O! Kind and Charitable Phyſician ! Fortify VI. 


My Weakneſs ! That I may be Able to Reſiſt 
My own Perverſe and Corrupt luclinatiors! 
Thou Sceſt theſe Roots of Poy ſon, How deep 
They have Struck Into my Heart; And what 
Fatal Fruits they have Brought forth in it! O 
Tear up theſe deadly Principles aud Roots with- 
in me, even to the ſmalleſt Fibres! Teach me 
the moſt Acceptable Way la Thy Service; 
And Give me the Will, and Strength to Per- 
form that In which Thou ſhalt luſtruct me ! 
Vouchſaſe me ſuch a Meaſure of Thy Grace as 

Ee may 


Moreover, 12 Prophet, that || | Jer. 9. 
The Senſes are the Gates which Death Emers Iu- 
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Arms Open to Receive me In Mercy 
3 
World. | 

O0 


thoſe Righteous Souls which have been always 
at Thy Service! So ſoon as the Repenti 
Magdalene had caſt Her ſelf at Thy Feet; 
had Bedew'd Them with Her Tears, Thou 
didſt Receive Her with the tendereſt of Thy 
Faithful and Devoted Fayourites ! W -- 
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Sacred Mother of Cod! And Friend to Sinners 

Faithful Companion with Thy Only Son, In All 
his Travels and Afflictions! Who, among the 
Pureſt of the Rational Creation, Was the Only Perſon 
Immaculate and Free from All Sin! Pity and Compaſ- 
fionate a Miſerable Sinner ! Intercecd with my Redem- 
er for the Forgiveneſs of my Sins; And that I may Ob- 
tain The Grace to Serve Thy Son with Faithfulneſs and 
Integrity! O Happpy Spirits Ye Bleſſed Inhabitants of 
The Heavenly Feraſalem The Foundation of whoſe 
Miniſterial Building is not only Laid for the Juſt but 
tor Sinners alſo; Accept and Receive the Inchnations 
of my Soul, to Become One Day, Like You, A Mini- 
ſtring Spirit In your Happy Communion ! That I may 
Dwell There with you for ever! And Let no Earthly 
Object, which your Guardian Miniftration can prevent, 
Separate me from your Society In my Father's King- 
dom. © Amen. 
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C HAP. XII. 
In His Hunger and Thuſt after 


Rig bteouſueſs 


HE Bleſied Jeſas has Placed Theſc I. 
7 Quali ſcations of the Soul, (which 
Ever has Embelliſht the Lives of 
Holy Men, And all Thoſe Exem- 
n plary Saints, who have Sincerely 
— themſeſves to God's Service) among 
the Reſt of thoſe Evangelical Vertues, which 
Y 3 do 


U. 


„* 
do to a Happy State: Now 
the Word Rienrsobsunss, we muſt — 
fand, the Sanftion of all Chriſtian Vertues ; 
And the Obſervation of the Divine Law, which 
joe us ; which abſtrafts the Soul from Sin; 
it wholly towards Cod; Enlightens 
it; Refinesit; and Transforms It in- 
to the Perfeftion of His Love; And the Com- 
munication of His Gifts. This Hunger and 
22 after Righteouſneſs, which is No- 
el 
k — 1 3 . 
has it W to d with 
that which is the Conſummation and Ultimate 
Perfeftion of All Bleſlings, Even the Full and 
Perfett Accompliſhment of All that the Soul 
* Bleſſed are They," ſays 
e aſter 
ae For They ſhall 
Enjoy that Happy State = Amit 
Ga, the very Eſſence of All Joy and Happi- 
— is Low d and Ador'd without any Reſerve 
e 
— All Things; is Their Feli and 
S 
unger after Righteouſue 
be Conſider d in a Double Signification 3 The 
One, as it Regards Our Own And the 
Other, That of Our Under the 
Firſt of Theſe a Man isto be Confider'd In a 
State of Self- Denial, according to the Impulſe 
that Moves Him to Withdraw from the World 
4 pn _— He may Be- 


— Solely and Entirely De- 
voted — Bom 4 to God : And ia the 


Other Senſe ; As He Concerns Himſelf to Pro- 
pagate 


but a fervent Deſire of Holineſs, 
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the Knowledge, the Love and Service 
of His Maker among Mankind ! The Recom- 
of the firſt, is That Bread of Life, which 
Bleſſed Jeſus call'd His Bxr ap and Nou- 


RISHMENT, e He faid, * My Meat is to Do* Sr. Jol n 


Him that Sent me : For 
that Hunger after Holineſs; ſubmit Themſelves 
to the Will of God; They have a Taſte of 
His Purity and Goodneſs, in every Vocation 
of Life; And all thoſe Duties which the Cir- 
cumſtances of their Condition Require ; Wait- 
ing the Happy Moment when They ſhall be 
Tranſlated to that other State, where They 
ſhall have the Full and Everlaſting Fruition of 
Him. As for the Hunger a Man may be faid 
to have, In his Eagerneſs and Deſire after his 
s Good ; That can meet with Little 
Return, till his Works ſhall follow Him to the 
Seat; Becauſe He can Expett No 
great Matter from His Labours among a Race 
of Men, who are Rather Inclin'd to follow the 
—— _ —— and Lukewarm 

iſpoſitions; A Righteous can only be 
ſatisfied, where They have no more Vice to 
Root No Lukewarmneſs, ard Indi - 
to Kindle into Zeal, Nor Nothing more Want- 
ing that He could Wiſh for His Neighbour's 
Good, But what He has already in Polleſhon. 


There is no Principle of Good-Will, which 
gives greater Occaſion of Griet to Good Men, 

than this Thirſt after the Salvation of their 
Fellow-Creatures : For in Relation to their 
Own Particular Perfection, They Engage them- 
ſelves to pluck out of their Hearts all ſecular 
Objects, in Thwarting the Propenſitys of Cor- 
 & Sz rupt 


the Will of 


thoſe Souls 4. 34- 


if 2 3 and 
Nature; Subduing N 
— Their Bodies; But, In Reſpett to 
The Salvation of Their Nei ; When 
They have Once fixt Their Hearts upon God, as 
Their Deareſt Object; The Sacred Light ſhines 
ſtronger In Them, and ſhews Them How Wor- 
thy God is of All The Soul and its Aﬀettions ; 
And from Hence Come to be more Senſible 
How Wretched Unhappy They are who 
Run On In a Courſe of Sin! Which Preſſes 
Them with A Coatinual Deſire, to See All 
Mankind under the Same Bleſſed State of Obe- 
dience with Themſelves; And they are Not 
Leſs Concer:'d At the Extravagance of Other 
Men, than for thoſe Miſtaken and unhappy 
Courles they might have taken, formerly, 
Themſelves. 
But Becauſe this Twofold Hunger Preys upon 
the Spirits of the Saints In this Life ; God Has 
Aſſur d them of Their Recompence; and that 
It ſhall be Satiated In the Next. It's the Re- 
flexion of St. Azftin, who In Rendring the Be- 
atitudes In The Goſpel Correſpondent to The 
Giits of The Holy Spirit, Adds that The Hun- 
ger After Righteouſneſs Mention'd There, © No- 
thing Elſe But The Gift of Fortitude ;, Becauſe it Re- 
quires a Great Meaſure of That, to Eradicate The 
Love of Thu Wirld From Our Hearts; And He 
T hat is Truly Influenc'd with The Love of God, Re- 
quires Great Aſſiſtance From The Holy Ghoſt, to 
Enable Him to Support Him Sal / Under the s Im- © 
preſſ.ons of Grief and Trouble, which the Perdition of 
His Fellow Creature Muſt Needs Stamp upon Him; 
Aud the Impulſe: That are Forcing Him on to Take 
the Utmoſt Pains to Kerricve Him from His Wayes, 
Alaugre AY Tue Contradictions, aud Afﬀronts, He 


ny 


— — 
Have Reaſan to rom 

taking, and Even the Hazard of His Life. This 
Vertue Therefore is The very Foundatio.1 of So 
Many Heroick Actions, which have been At- 

_ tempted by the Profeſlors of Chriſtianity, for 

The Glory of God, and the Salvation of Man- 
Kind. 

The Bleſſed Jeſus has Undergone the moſt IV. 
Senſible Conſequences of This Vertue ; For the 
Ardent Zeal, And Infatiate Thirſt, that Parcht 
his Soul, which Burnt Cortinually, aud ſet Him 
at Work, to Bring All Mankind Into Submiſ- 
ſion to the Laws of His Fathers Kingdom; To 
The Prattice of Vertue; To The Abhorrence 
of Iaiquity ; To a Perſett Reſignation to The 
Conduct, and Motions of the Holy Spirit; To 
The Growth In the Diviie Knowledge and Love; 
Quadrated with The Meaſure of The Love He 
Bare to his Father. And Becauſe He had The 
Same ſeuſe of Our Sins and Mileries as if They 
had Been his Own; He felt Our Loſs and Pri- 
vation of So many Bleſſiugs as Quick and Pun- 
gent, as if He Himſelf had been Deprived of 
Them. 

This Senſe of Our Evils Laſted, In Him, as 
Long as His Life: The Bleſſed Apoſtle who had 
but a Spark of That Immenſe Fire with which 
The Blefſed Jeſus was Inflamed, Tells us That 
* The Care of All The Churches Devoured Him; 2 Cor. 
That He was Inwardly Conſumed, by the Scandals 11. 28. 
he Beheld ; That He was No more His Own ; That Rom. $- 
The Love of Chriſt Moved Him to Become All © 
Things To Others; Þ That He ſhould Think Himſelf4 1 Cor. 
Haypy to Suffer for The Eleft ; That Although 2. 22. 
Corift was His Life 5 And It would have been Hay- Phil. 1. 
Py for Him to Die; He Could not Tell which f 


T bem 
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Them He bald Chooſe, were it Put Into bis Power, 
Whether to Die to Chriſt ; Or to Live te Save 
Souls ; That bu Love to C, was So 4 to 
Defy All Creatures to Seperate Him from it That 
Nevertheleſs The Holy Ghoſt Was bis Witneſs, that 
The Obſtinacy of The Jews Piert d bu Righteous 
Soul with So bitter A Grief, that He Would Willing- 
ly Give his Conſent to be Separated from Almighty 
God for The Salvation of bis Brethren. 

If This Holy Apoſtle had Such Sentiments 
as Theſe upon The Account of his Brethren, 
what muſt thoſe have been of The Bleſſed Jeſus, 
whom an Eternal Love had Drawn down from 
Heaven, for The Salvation of All Mankind ? 
Who Liv'd for Thirty Years together, Under 
a Continued Hunger and Thirſt for Our Right- 
eouſneſs ! To Whole Omniſcient Eyes, All the 
Sins of Men that Ever had been, or Ever ſhould 
be Committed, from the of the World 
to its Laſt Cataſtrophe were, as if, Atually 
Preſent! Who Diſtinguiſht The Number of 
them, And Weigh'd thoſe Enormities In the 
Ballance by his Eternal Wiſdom ; And In a 
Word, who Wept and Sorrow'd for Them Ac- 
cording to the Meaſure of his 
and The Extreme Deſires 48 
and to Deliver us from The Wrath to Come! 

So Great A Torment This Was to his Righte- 
ous Saul, and Created Such a Bitter and So Ex- 
treme Anguiſh In his Heart, as is not Poſſible 
to be Conceiv'd, And it may be Said that He 
Underwent as Ma y Deaths as He Saved Souls; 
For He Prefer'd The Salvation of Souls to his 
Own Lite; And The Treſpaſſes of The World 

— His Fathers juſtice were more Sharp, 
Pierc 


'd him Quicker tha. The Nails and 
Spear 
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Croſs : He Sacrific'd his Pre- 
Every Particular Soul of us! 


The 
for 


would be In Vain to Many 

It were Well, if we, would but Conſider, after 
So Many Offences Committed, by us, In Defi- 
ance to God's Juſtice, what We Owe to This, 


with So Much Eaſe and Pleaſure ! But 
full and Perſett Conviction of Theſe Idea's 
the Reachof Our ſhort Sight and Com- 
prehenſion: And there is Nothing but Pure, 
Unment Love Can Make us Comprehend The 
Extent of Our Obligations In this Point. 

We know well Enough With what Care and 
Affection Parents Bring up Their Children ; 
What an Affliction tis to Them, when They 
Do not Anwer their Education, But Abandon 
Themſelves to Trifles, to their Giddy Paf 
or to Bad Company; Deſpiſing the Good Ad- 
vice of Thoſe Who Love God, Often- 
times, Gives the Like Remonſtrances to us by 
his Prophets: He Complains that His Children, 
Praſtitute the Love They Owe Him, to Things 
that are Pernicious to Them; That They Avoid 
and Fly from Him; And Care not How they 
Offend and Diſobey Him; Making Him Sub- 
ſervient to Their Sins! And He ins So 
much The more Juſtly, As He Loves us with 
A much Greater Tenderneſs, than the moſt 


How 


V. 


* Eccleſ. 


1. 8. 
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Our Confuſion to See 
iſh of The Bleſſed Jeſus, and How 
A Heart is Rent, for Our Salvation On 
the One Side; And the Diſguſt, and Flattneſs 
of Our Souls, In Relation to Thoſe Never-fad- 
ing Treaſures; And Our Blind, Infatuated 
Zeal, which Drives us, Like Jehu, In Such a 
Strong Impetuoſity , after the Tranſient Sha- 
dows, for whoſe Sake We Forſeit Our Share In 
God and Heaven, On the Other? 

There Can be no Greater Sign of Reprobation, 
than to Become Entirely Taftief and Inſenfible 
of Heavenly Things! For God has Given to 
Every Faculty Both of Soul and Body a Liking 
to the Objects that are Proper for them, that 
Each Faculty ſhould * — to its Reciprocal Re- 
latioa with a Diſtingui my * rdour and more 
Eiger Bent; That They Id Meet and fitt, 
and Interweave with Pleaſure ; And Improve 
upon Enjoyment: From Hence it Comes to 

paſs, That * The Eye is Not Satisfied with Seeing, 
as The Holy Scripture Teſtifies, Nor The Ear 
with Hearing ! That Hunger and Thirſt Make 
Fating and Drinking to be more Agreeable ; 
And So, In Reſpett to All the Other Senſes : 
And whea any One of them has No Reliſh, nor 
Deſire of its Proper Enjoyment, It Neceſſarily 
Follows, that Conftitution is Sick, and Inter- 
rupted if not Quite Deſtroy d. 

Thus is it with The Soul; Whoſe More Re- 
fined facult es Nothing but what is Spiritual and 
Eternal Can Satiate or fullfill. When That is 
wholly Sunk down Below and Vitiated with a 
Lavith Taſt of Senſual and Farthly things, It 
has Loſt its Appetite to Thoſe More Sublime 
and true Enjoy ments; When it Grows Iinfen- 


ſible, 


3331 
ſible, and Indifferent to them; And they are 
Become Loathſom to it, or Its Aver ſiou ; It is 
Then In A moſt Evident Danger of its Eternal 
Perdition : This Evil, which The Fathers Call 
Inſenſibility, is that which God Complains of, 
by The Mouth of His Holy Prophets, where 
He Says that He has Called and No One has Heard , 
He has Chaſtiſed And No One bas Mended ;, He 
has Smitten, And No One bas Felt; That Men 
| Precipitate Themſelves, as it They were beſides 
their Senſes, without any fear or Concern, Into 
Miſery - That They Loſe their God without 
Regret, or any Reluftance ; That they Spend 
Their Precious Time In A Total Forgetfulenſs 
| of Eternity and A Future State, till They come 
to be Surpriz'd by Death and Siuk Down In a 


Moment Into Hell. 


U 


In Hopes that God, In Compaſſion to their 
nhappy Condition, may be Pleas'd, by the 
Light of his Grace, aud by a Serle of his Love, 
| to Draw them Back Into the Right Way; I 
would Adviſe Theſe Wanderers to what Fol- 
lows. 

Firſt, Let them at I eaſt, Speak Well of Ver- 
tue, And Give their Approbation of Vertue 
wherever they Meet with it, tho' they are not 
Yet Refolv'd to Imitate and Prattice it: Let 
Them be Favourable and Good Natur d to them 
that are Vertuous and Pious Men; And, al- 
though They Themſelves, are far from Leading 
the Life of the Righteous, at Leaſt, Let them 
take Care from Offering any Injuries to the Per- 
| ſons of the Religious, and not Become their Per- 
ſecutors; which would be to Articipate the very 
| Malice of the Devil, before They Come to their 
Place. It may be that When God Beholds 

the 
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the Smalleſt Seed, Even that of Amere Appro- 
bation of Vertue Ina i who has Not 
the Courage to Perform Himſelf that which He 
Commends In Another, May have Pity upon 
his Soul, as it has Often Happen'd, and Beftow 
an Effeftua) Meaſure of his Grace, upon him to 
his Converſion and Salvation. 

In the Next Place. Let them Condemn, and 
Create In Themſelves an Abhorrence, at the 
Bardnefs of their Hearts; from the Conſider- 
ation of their own Unhappy Conduct, and How 
far Different it is from Theirs who Lead A So- 
ber and Religious Life! Let them Humble 
Themſelves, and Own the Truth In his Pre- 
ſence ; By this Mears the Divine Grace will 
Not be Totally Extinguiſht In Them; They 
will Still Lay Hold on Gods Mercy by Some 
Twig ;and will not Go on Uninterrupted In their 
Habitual Iniquity without ſome Checks of Re- 

In a Word, Let them Converſe With God 
In the Holy Congr 1, whoſe Diſcourſe 
and Examples will, Inſenſibly, Mollifie this 
Hardneſs , Aud if It Pleaſes God to Diſcover to 
Them any Ray or Glymple of his Light, Let 
Them Read or Meditate On the Life of Jeſus 
and their Obligatioas to Him ! This 
they Will find A moſt Effeftual Means to Draw 
the Soul out of its iſnment, to Make his 
Defires Bloſſom; And to Inflame it with the 
Love of Thoſe Everlaſting Treaſures that are 
All Comprehended In Eim who is the Light of 
the World. 

But Let Thoſe whom The Divine Bounty 
Inſpires with ſome Sentiment of Love, be very 
Watchful over Themſelves, And they will oo 
Perceive 


the Babyloniſh Captivity : All the reſt of the 
Time, They were very Careful to keep up this 
Fire, and to prevent its going out. The 


ger and Thirſt after Ri | 
venly Flame, which the Holy Ghoſt Kindles 
in our Hearts: 


& up age 
Victims, Into which the 
Changed, waited till it pleaſed God to Kindle 
it again; And at laſt He faw The Sacrifice Mi- 

on Fire; So when we offer up to 


God the Little we have ining of our firſt 
Deuten with Humilicy and Perſeverance, He 
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ſuffers Himſelf to be moved, And In Mercy 
Quickens the Flame of His Love again within 
us, And Leads us to the Works of Pennance 
by the Spirit of True Devotion. 

Hunger 2nd Thirſt after Righteouſneſs Pro- 
duce the Zeal So Neceſſary to A Chriſtian, But 
So Difficult to Prattice with Diſcretion which it 
Ought Ever to be Attended with. As The Sal- 
vation or Perdition of Souls Often Depends up- 
on the Good or Bad uſe that's made of This Ne- 
cefſary Qualification, there Ought to be A 
Great deal of Caution and Circumlpetti 


10n In 
the Management of it: And Becauſe, In Its 
Outward Appearance, It Seems very much to 
Reſemble Indigaation and Anger, It is Very 
Ealy, for a truly Zealous Perfon It He be not 
upon his Guard, to Carry the Matter too far, 
to Intermix his own Humour with it, and to 
Offend and Prejudice thoſe whom He would 
Convert, and thereby render His Zeal more 
Miſchievous and Hurttul, than of any Uſe or 
Advantage. 
Beſides, The Intention of the Zealous Per- 
ſon being ro Promote God's Glory, and the 
Salvation of Souls; It ſometimes happens that 
Thoſe who are too Warm and Earneſt in their 
Proceedings, from a Lively lmpreſſion of their 
Obligation to Purſue what they Believe them- 
ſelves Inſpir' d with, do not perhaps ſufficient- 
ly Coatider, Either the Time, or Place, or the 
Manier, and ſeveral other Cir which 
God, who is Jealous for All Good, Ever does 
Obſerve, with the Utmoſt Order and Wiſdom 
Ju Reſpett to us: Inſomuch, that This Harmo- 
ny, which Conſiſts In the Adequate Proportion 
of Zeal and Dilcretion, being Untun'd, It De- 


137 1 
22 to the Pre- 


of Souls, and the Service of Almighty 
God. | 
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Qulities that 
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Conduft of Ha Life, that He has 


Furious Precipitate in His; Fire Tow 
at our Brothers Failings, But 


his Zeal 


T9981] 
Deftroy'd 
and Mortify'&:whttever could . Prevent” the 
Fraits of this Geaerous and Heroic Diſpoſition, 


Aod chen afterwards He — to de 
Wann tu — — 
————— r's Welfare; 


and 


But Calm and Un- 
concernd at Our Own ; This is a 
Zeal, which Profits Little; which 


aud 
is takea ill; And often flies into an Excei of 
igour and Punktilio; Becauſe here Paſſion is 


This was the Standard the Bleffed jens ſet 
Before the Phariſees, when under a 


terous Woman before Him, 
7 ln, Gre * He 


Stone ta Her. For 

Diſcrete, or 
Regular, where He who de to be ſton'd 
Himſelf, ſhou!d be the Reformer, to purlue the 
Life of another Perſon ! A Zealous Man muſt 
have no Aims at his own Glory, or to 
his own Reputation among Men ; Ocherwi 


igations, this Way, | : | 
gers which the Reſt of the World are not Ob- 
are 


1 


whom 

to A& with 

Gol, » 

They 

They Wente Either of Theſe Two Extrewes 
They'll do but Little Good if their Life does 
Not to Their Proſeſſion: Its 

fore Much to be Wiſht, that Thoſe who God 
has Anointed ity, ſhould not Look 


E 


Themſelves to be Above The Law they 
are Ordained to OC and Impoſe upon 
| 2 their 
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and V, 


my Own 
much Sorrow 


of Fars-Wili, | 
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11 


1 10 i 15 f 


15 


; and afler This that 1 ſhould Shameful 
Proſtitute my Self to thoſe Vain | 


: Heavens! O Earths! Ye Hierarchy 


bove! And Thou Redeemed 


vereign! God of All 
Charnable Indulgence 


Mercies! 


World ! Af- 


A- 


have { mJ. F 
— — 


. A TN Mkr 
us In chat 


* 
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Exile-State ! This is not that Our Hearts thould 
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laſting Poſſeſſioi s, In Thine Eternal Ki 
gill thy Wiſcom ſhall think Proper to Tranſlate 
me Into that State of Bliſs! For, In Truth, I 
3 Defire Nothing But the Fruition of Thee, Nei- 
% ther In Heave , Nor on Earth; And, Provi- 
ded Thou doſt But Reign In Me, With an Ab- 
ſolute, and Unlimited Dominion, My Deſires 
are Accompliſht and tis All 1 Ak ? 

Thy Will be Done. Come! Eternal Father! 
Extend Thy Puiffance, and Exert Thy Power! 
1 Let _— Creature Own Thy Sovereignty, 
rn, Homage and Obedience to Thy Ma- 

| To what Purpoſe have We A Being! 
| Al what Is it Worth, Unleſs It Anſwers The 
| End of It's Creation, In Serving Thee ! Thou 
haſt Informed us Bleſſed Lord of Our Duty, 


A a 


VI. 


N 
1 and Given us + The Concluſion of the . 
| cx 12. 1K 
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Matter In thele Words, where Thou haſt ſaid, 
that We muſt Fear thee ; And Keep Thy Command- 
ments, For this is The Whole of Our Creation. All 
that Thou Requireſt is but The Reſult of Thy 
Paterna! Love ; The Indulgent Providence of 
A Careful Father Who is Ever Sollicitous for 
Our Wants ! How Can We then, be fo Blind, 
as to Abandon Our Selves to Any Other Will 
but Fhine! O Let This Righteous, This Holy, 
This Gracious, and Perfect Will of Thine, 


Abſolutely Sway in Earth, as It does In Heaven! | 


And Let Every Perverſe, And 


Diſpo- 


ſition, Give Way and Fly Before It! Under 
Thy Divine Rule, The Bleſſed 
Upper 


Spirits of the 
World Enjoy P Peace, and 
Quiet; And Are Happy and at Eaſe; Free 
from all Fear and Apprehenfion of what Ever 
might Moleſt or Interrupt their Bliſs, In the 
Secure Poſſeſſion of Every Thingthat Can Ad 
to their Felicity ! Whence Comes It then, that 


whereWe are Encom paſs'd with Dangers, 


Should Truſt to A Broken Reed, or Place their 
Confidence In Fleſh ! Giving up to The Fatal 
Suggreflions of their own Weak Falſe, and In- 
conſiſtant Inclinations! Lord! Baniſh, from 
The Earth, All Theſe Impotent and Vain Se- 
curities! And Subject All The World to Thy 
Dominion, As The Heavens Bow at Thy Nod. 


Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread. Since 
the Support of Our Spiritual Interiour Life de- 
pends upon eur Obedience; And Thy Bleſſed 
Win and Grace are the Subſiſtance of our Souls; 
Lord'! Grant that, Being Fortified 2 


poor Mortals, in their Pilgrimage Upon Earth, 
Expoſed to The Malice of Our Mortal Foes, 


CAO ent d walbn eee 


viſion ! For we cannot be Secure, that we ſhall 
ever ſee to Morrow ! And Vouchſafe to Conti- 
nue this Bleſſing to us every Day We Live, till 
that 1 Hour ſhall come, when there 
ſhall be no more Darkneſs to out Eyes for 
Ever ! 3 
And Forgive ws Our Treſpaſſes. Let not My 
Tranſgreſſions hinder Thee from Granting me 
thisFavour : I do not in the leaſt, deſire Thee, O 
Lord! to Diſpe iſe with thoſe Obligations, Thou 
haſt laid upon me, to Love and Serve Thee! 
This is a Debt that I would always Pay; And 
never would Pretend to be Diſcharg'd On this 
Account; But Diſcharge my Soul of thoſe Sins, 
and that Guilt I have Coatratted ! By Robbi 
Thee of the Honour that was thy Due | 
ituting it to the Creature! I can never 
_ Satisſaftion 22 1 owe Thee 
a this Account ; But Withdrawing my 
Heart from all Created Objects And this Se. 
crifice I offer unto Thee, O Lord! All | 
and All Frozen and Impure as it is! Lord ! 
ot ——— Clean even to ſuch Puri- 
ty it A and P to 
3 

As We ive that Treſpaſs inſt Us. 
Thou haſt Promiſed, op Bot, Fe a boca 
In obliging me to forgive thoſe who Offer.d me 
AS Thou wouldf that I ſhould be fo Liberal, 
Aa2 All 


L 356 ] 


S 
d in my „ Being ſo 
erful as Thou art! 1 forgive my Enemy from 
the Bottom of my Heart, why, = ue} 
Commands; Do Thou then Graciouſl 
charge me, in Anſwer to Thy Promile ! 
And Lead us not into Temptation. Finiſh Thy 
Work, O Lord! Let Iny Guardian Provi- 
dence be over me! O take Thou the C 
my Conduct upon Thee ! And Deliver me from 
the Temptations that Diſiratt me!] Thou de- 
fire wort, O Eternal Father ! That 5 
Children ſhould have more Laid 
than They Can Bear! Aud Thou 3 
We Loſe if we flinch or be overcome ! Prove 
us, then, and Try our Hearts, according as 
Thou wilt ; But, O let the Encounter be De- 
terminu'd, and Thy Trophies Gain'd trom the 
Puilfance of Thy Love 
But Del. ver Us from Evil. Amen. O 
Lord ! art Senſible How frail and this 
Fleſh is by hy = many Evils tis Encom- 
d; And to w rs We are ſed 
In chis State of Baniſhmerr Thou eſt th 
without Thy Grace we can do No- 
thing! Thou haſt Promiſed, O Heavenly Fa- 
ther ! That Water to thy Children, 
which will Sublimate each Heart, into which it 
is Infuſed ! And Raiſe the Soul to the Heighth of 
33 Bliſs! Even to the Frui- 
ition of its God! O how my Soul pants after 
that Salutary Water and that Bread of Liſe ! 
Lord! Aſſwage its Hunger, and Quench its 
|: nag That being fed, and ſatisfied In Thee 
lone, It ma Reliſh but I 
> \ tans any Thing but Thy 
O 


poor as 1 am ; Ho canſt Thou 


harge of 


7 
o 
i 
| 


| 
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Mather of Mercy ! Whoſe Soul was Ever Soaring 
O above the World; And Aſpiring Only after thoſe 

Eternal Treaſures that are not Seen ; Have Pity 
On the Offspring of the Fallen EV.; Baniſhr from their 
Country! And of Thy Gracious Goodneſs, Help me to 
this Heavenly, Fire, which ought to be all our Comfort, 
whilft we are here Sojpourning In our Exile Conaition : 
Ye Happy Souls, who ftill Defire with Aſſarance, fr-th 
Communications of Bliſs, and Enjoy In Plenitnde, what 
un defire ; Aſſiſt us, In our Breathings after thoſe 

| Joys which you Poſſeſs, that we may never ceaſe 
Our Purſuits of them; But by Your Interceſſions, ma 
at Laſt Enjoy them In your Communion, In the Church 
Triumphant, Amen. 
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The End of the FIRST PART. 
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